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	Invited:
	King County Sheriff Steve Strachan


SUBJECT

A motion regarding cyberbullying in unincorporated King County.
COMMITTEE ACTION

On September 11, 2012, the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee approved Proposed Motion 2012-0365, as amended, with a "do pass" recommendation.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2012-365 calls for the Sheriff to submit a report to the Council on cyberbullying in unincorporated areas of King County. The report will include details the scale of investigative activity, the Sheriff's approach, and identification of needed resources.
BACKGROUND

Cyberbullying is defined as willful and repeated harm inflicted (on another individual) through the use of computers, cell phones, and other electronic devices
.  The State of Washington, in RCW 28A.300.285 enacted in 2008, defines harassment or bullying as: 
Any intentional electronic, written, verbal, or physical act, including but not limited to one shown to be motivated by any characteristic in RCW 9A.36.080(3), or other distinguishing characteristics, when the intentional electronic, written, verbal, or physical act:

(a) Physically harms a student or damages the student's property; or

(b) Has the effect of substantially interfering with a student's education; or

(c) Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational environment; or

(d) Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school.

The State's definition is inclusive of cyberbullying.  
This emerging criminal activity area has predominantly been associated with teenagers and adolescents and the widespread integration of wireless communication and social media into social activity.
Researchers at the Cyberbullying Research Institute (CRI) have studied the problem of cyberbullying and identified that between 10 percent and 40 percent of students between ages 11 and 18 identify as having been a victim of cyberbullying.  Of note, CRI also finds that comparable numbers of students in this age range also self-identified as having cyberbullied others
.  This is not to say that cyberbullying is always criminal in nature, but as with any bullying, some of cyberbullying activity can become a crime.
To date, the King County Sheriff's Office (KCSO) has not actively tracked complaints or investigations of cyberbullying in unincorporated King County or identified tracking by other local jurisdictions.  Cyberbullying is a specific type of harassment, and most tracking of it is done through school districts.  As referenced in a 2010 Seattle Times article reporting on the suspension of 28 middle school children from a Seattle school for cyberbullying
, school districts rather than police agencies track bullying and harassment, but do not necessarily track the cyberbullying activity as a separate activity.  Through KCSO's initial review of the issue, the Criminal Investigations Division identified only a few formal investigations involving cyberbullying in the past year.  
Staff discussions with KCSO identified that while some investigative staff are trained to address various types of harassment, none appear to have undergone any specialized focus on cyberbullying.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2012-0365 requests analysis and data of cyberbullying an emerging area of concern for the policy makers and public.  The legislation requests a report from the Sheriff that includes:
1. The annual number and status of investigations that are associated with cyberbullying in unincorporated King County and as compared to national trends;

2. The sheriff's approach toward prevention and investigation of cyberbullying; and

3. Additional resources, such as for training, that could reasonably be applied to address and support the scale of cyberbullying in unincorporated King County.

The motion does not call for a comprehensive study of cyberbullying at the local, regional and national levels; but, rather requests a high level survey of the issue to understand if there is problem or issue that may benefit from outreach, prevention, or investigative resources.  The request for the review does not presume that cyberbullying is a problem in the unincorporated areas, but requests information on the scale of a problem should one exist, and potential approaches to cyberbullying by law enforcement.  
The motion requests the report be transmitted by October 19, 2012.  The KCSO indicates that this high level review could be completed within the compressed timeframe. 

Potential Budgetary Implications: None identified at this time.

AMENDMENTS

An amendment was approved that added a definition of cyber predator and made the cyberbullying report inclusive of cyber predator activity.
� As defined by the Cyberbullying Research Institute as identified at http://www.cyberbullying.us/index.php.


� Based on a 2010 study of 4,400 randomly selected 11-18 year old students in the United States.


� http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2010807798_mcclure16m.html
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