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SUBJECT:   An ORDINANCE authorizing the interjurisdictional technical staff group as a standing committee to assist the ongoing work of the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee; and amending Ordinance 14971, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 10.25.110.

BACKGROUND:  

Ordinance 14971, adopted July, 2004, directed a series of steps to evaluate the regional solid waste system and prepare recommendations for the future of solid waste transfer and disposal in King County, including the transition to waste export (per the policies adopted in the 2001Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan).    

The ordinance also specified the establishment of a new Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee (MSWMAC) to advise and provide input to the Executive and Solid Waste Interlocal Forum / Regional Policy Committee on all matters relating to solid waste management and in particular to participate and make recommendations on the waste export system plan prior to transmittal of the plan from the King County Executive to the King County Council.   The ordinance also directed the formation of an Interjurisdictional Technical Staff Group (ITSG) to serve in lieu of the MSWMAC until it was established and then continue to assist the MSWMAC in its work. 

Adoption of the four milestone reports leading to the Solid Waste Transfer and Waste Export Plan, included minor modifications to Ordinance 14971, including Ordinance 15543 which extended the advisory role of ITSG through April 30, 2007 and asked the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum to make a recommendation regarding the efficacy of ITSG by the same date:  

Section 1, D.1:  Until the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee first convenes, an interjurisdictional technical staff group presently assembled shall serve in lieu of the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee.  The interjurisdictional technical staff group shall advise the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee through ((April 30, 2006)) April 30, 2007, to assist the committee during its preliminary work . . . . . . . 
Section 1, D.3.:  “The solid waste interlocal forum, or its successor, shall make a recommendation to the King County executive and King County council on or before September 30, 2006, on the efficacy of the continuing role of the interjurisdictional technical staff group beyond April 30, 2007.

MWSMAC, at its March 9, 2007 meeting discussed the function of ITSG.  Members present then voted to establish the Interjurisdictional Technical Staff Group  (ITSG) as a standing staff work group consisting of cities’ staff, King County Council staff and Solid Waste Division staff with the role of ITSG to support the work of and report directly to MSWMAC.  MSWMAC verbal motion defined ITSG’s duties to include reviewing draft work products and making recommendations to MSWMAC, as well as other duties that may be requested by MSWMAC from time to time.   MSWMAC Chair Garber proposed drafting a work plan for ITSG at a later time.  Finally, MSWMAC asked that the county draft legislation re-authorizing ITSG as a permanent standing committee to assist MSWMAC in its ongoing work.
SUMMARY:

Per the request of MSWMAC, the Executive has transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2007-0277 (Attachment 1) addressing ITSG and its function.  The legislation makes ITSG a “standing committee to assist and support the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee in its ongoing work” and assigns ITSG to “review draft work products from the solid waste division and make recommendations to the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee, as well as other duties that may be requested by the metropolitan solid waste management advisory committee from time to time.”  These amendments to previously adopted legislation – essentially make ITSG a permanent staff work group.

ITSG has been diligent in its activities over the last three years.  City representation has been relatively consistent with fairly regular attendance of staff from Auburn, Bellevue, Bothell, Federal Way, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton, SeaTac, Shoreline, and Woodinville (the actually distribution list for agendas/materials includes more cities and multiple staff from many cities).  King County Council staff have also been consistent attendees.   King County Solid Waste Division (SWD) staff arrange the meetings, distribute agendas, meeting minutes and pertinent materials for review and discussion.  SWD staff generally facilitate the meetings and are typically making presentations to the assembled staff group.  The staff group and SWD have worked hard to carefully review issues and jointly draft and edit materials. 

MSWMAC has consistently acknowledged assistance and good work of the staff group in reviewing and vetting issues and materials for the MSWMAC.  SWIF/RPC has also acknowledged the work of the staff group when adopting the milestone reports.  

Regarding the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum’s role to make a recommendation regarding the “efficacy of the continuing role of the interjurisdictional technical staff group beyond April 30, 2007” – it would stand to reason that a “do pass” recommendation on Proposed Ordinance 2007-0277 by the Solid Waste Interlocal Forum / Regional Policy Committee --  would be an endorsement of ITSG and its function.   It appears MSWMAC would subsequently and appropriately be the entity to define a “work plan” for ITSG – to support MSWMAC in its ongoing work.   
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0277
