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Conservation Futures Fund Background
Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) levy funds are collected from property taxes levied throughout King County for the purchase of open space lands.  The King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee is directed by Ordinance 14714 to review applications for CFT funds each year and to forward a recommendation for project funding to King County by July 15th .  King County then allocates CFT funds in the annual budget adoption process each fall.  This recommendation is based on a current estimate of $11,500,000 in available 2007 CFT Collections and also includes a recommendation on $1.2 million in CFT funds previously allocated to King County's Transferable Development Rights (TDR) program.
The Committee’s 2006 Review and Recommendation Process 
The Committee's review process this year was substantially the same as it has been in recent years.  Applications for CFT funds were sent to city and unincorporated King County agencies in late January 2006 and they were returned by the required due date of April 1st.   In February, the Committee conducted a workshop in Maple Valley for the benefit of all applicants.  The workshops are located in a different part of King County each year to help make them more accessible.  The Committee met during the spring months to review and discuss the applications and it also made six evening and weekend field trips to inspect all of the sites proposed for acquisition.  The Committee's recommendation is intended to be viewed as a package of project funding recommendations with an overall goal of balancing many competing needs and providing geographic equity in the expenditure of CFT funds over time.   
Major Highlights of This Year's Recommendation
The projects that the Committee recommends for funding this year will collectively contribute towards the permanent preservation of over 1,200 acres of open space throughout King County, including over 700 acres in unincorporated King County, almost 500 acres in the suburban cities, and over 25 acres in Seattle.  As in previous years, this recommendation includes a range of open space preservation projects.  The list of recommended projects is headed by the proposed East Side Rail Trail, which could extend from Renton to Snohomish County.  Also recommended is a 23-acre addition to Discovery Park in Seattle, two farmland protection proposals, several salmon habitat preservation projects, new green spaces in urban centers like West Seattle, added protection in the Green, Cedar and Snoqualmie River Watersheds and several other suburban city greenway and natural area projects.  Some of the proposed projects are highlighted below and a description of every project recommended for funding follows. 
Suburban City Project Recommendation Highlights
· East Side Rail Trail:  The most significant recommendation for funding this year is $2.5 million for the proposed rail/trail project extending  through the heart of the east side cities of Renton, Newcastle, Bellevue , Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville and a small portion of unincorporated King County.  This project will require substantial additional funds from other partners, but this allocation would be a good initial step in the direction of making public acquisition of this corridor possible.  
· In Bellevue, funding is recommended for a significant addition to the Bellevue Greenways system for two critical links in the trail corridor in the Richards Valley area.  
· In Shoreline, the Committee recommends CFT funds for the 16-acre South Woods property and the 8-acre North Hamlin Park addition to complement to Shoreline's recent voter-approved parks bond.  These open spaces are the two largest unprotected wooded tracts in the upper Thornton Creek basin. 
· The Duwamish Gardens project on the Duwamish River in Tukwila is recommended for acquisition to serve as a site for a future intertidal zone salmon habitat restoration project.  
· The Walker Creek Preserve Addition project in Normandy Park will help preserve salmon and urban wildlife habitat in the Walker Creek corridor, as well as provide a trail link.  Normandy Park is also recommended to receive funding to preserve critical Puget Sound shoreline habitat as well as a kayak pull-out site on the Puget Sound Water Trial system.
· Federal Way is purchasing Camp Kilworth, which is located on Puget Sound, from the Boy Scouts of America.  Preservation of the property will allow the city to retain the camp activities and will also provide protection of critical coastal habitat for salmon and other aquatic species. 
· In Kent, funding is recommended for a small addition to Clark Lake Park, and for farmland property located on the Green River near the Green River Trail and Mill Creek.   
· The Snoqualmie River Valley cities of Duvall and Snoqualmie are also recommended to receive CFT funds for smaller in-town open space projects that will provide a trail linkage and preserve scenic corridors on the main roads through town.  
Seattle Project Recommendation Highlights 

· The Committee recommends an allocation of $1,300,000 to help complete the acquisition of a 23-acre inholding in Discovery Park, known as the Capehart housing site.  This is a project of regional significance due to the number of visitors to the park.  Last year, King County allocated $2,700,000 in CFT funds for this project and this allocation would bring the total two-year contribution to $4 million.
· CFT funds are recommended for additions to Kubota Garden green space to help buffer the intimate experience of the garden from potential development that could occur on immediately adjacent property.
· In West Seattle, CFT funds are recommended for a new neighborhood park in the growing Morgan Junction community, which is one of Seattle's designated urban centers. 
· Acquisition of two parcels in the Thornton Creek watershed in northeast Seattle, continuing a longstanding effort to preserve and expand a corridor between Lake Washington and the creek's headwaters. 
Unincorporated King County Project Recommendation Highlights:
· Two working farms near Enumclaw and Woodinville will be protected from development through the purchase of development rights.  This will help ensure the long-term viability of the farms and will also reinforce the continuance of farming activities on adjacent farms in the Enumclaw and Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production Districts. 

· In the Green River watershed east of Auburn, funding is recommended for additions to the Green River Natural Area, the Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake complex, and on Newaukum Creek near its confluence with the Green River.  These projects will protect salmon and wildlife habitat, as well as scenic and passive recreation values in the middle Green River watershed. 

· Funding is recommended for land acquisition that will allow for restoration of salmon habitat on the main branch of the Cedar River and one of its main tributaries, Taylor Creek, near Maple Valley. 
· On Vashon Island, CFT funds are recommended for acquisition of a critical tributary of Shinglemill Creek, Vashon's largest salmon-bearing stream.  The acquisition is being pursued through a partnership between King County and the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust.  
Considerations Affecting This Year’s Committee Recommendation:

· Transferable Development Rights (TDR) Program 
The Committee recommends additional funding to expand King County's TDR Program, as an incentive for cities to agree to accept development rights transferred from rural King County.  These CFT funds would be available for the purchase of open space in the cities, in return for receipt of additional TDR density from rural areas.  Similar incentive funding last year helped lead to the participation of Seattle and Issaquah in the program and an additional investment is intended to provide an incentive for other cities to join in the program.  Seattle will accept TDRs from a 400-acre Girl Scout Camp near Carnation.  Issaquah has signed an agreement that will preserve rural open space in the Issaquah Creek Watershed, upstream from the city limits.  In return, $200,000 in CFT funds from last year's "Suburban Cities TDR" CFT project will help towards the acquisition of additional open space lands on Issaquah Creek within the city limits.  

· Puget Sound Nearshore Environment Projects
In recent years King County CFT funds have contributed significantly towards the protection of riparian habitat for threatened and endangered salmonid species.  This year, five projects are recommended for funding to benefit the water quality and habitat of Puget Sound shoreline, sometimes called the "nearshore" environment, an important part of the salmon life cycle.  The projects include the Walker Creek Preserve and Normandy near shore addition projects in Normandy Park, Seahust Park expansion in Burien, Camp Kilworth in Federal Way and Shinglemill Creek on Vashon Island.  The importance of these projects was reinforced in June 2006 when the National Marine Fisheries Service recommended additional protection for Puget Sound orcas.  This is an important designation since orcas were listed as endangered last year.  Protection of undeveloped Puget Sound shoreline in King County helps protect salmon and orcas, two of our region's most important cultural symbols and a critical indicator of our region's environmental health.  
· Balancing Rural Land Conservation and Urban Quality of Life

A central goal of Conservation Futures funding is to help preserve the natural environment of our region's rural areas, while also helping to create healthy neighborhoods and a higher quality of life in the cities and suburbs where most people in our county now live.  These tandem goals mirror the intent of the State of Washington Growth Management Act, which directs city and county jurisdictions to protect green separators between communities, provide adequate passive recreation areas, protect working farms and forests, and preserve wildlife habitat.  There are many competing needs for CFT funds and these must all be addressed in a balanced fashion as King County grows and moves forward into the future.  None of these funding needs can be neglected, nor should any of them dominate to the exclusion of others while the broader needs exist.    
· Funding Priority Projects from Adopted Plans 
An important aspect of many of the funding applications reviewed by the Committee is that they were identified in local or regional planning efforts.  In some cases the plans identify longer term,  multiple-parcel projects that require multiple funding rounds from CFT.  For example, acquisition efforts in places like the Cedar, Green and Snoqualmie River basins, or the Mountains-to-Sound Greenway or the regional trail network, have been taking place over two or more decades.  These are part of long-term efforts involving many city and King County residents, elected officials, non-profit organizations and public agencies over time and are important, tangible results of those efforts.  The Committee has considered how proposed additions to these areas, whether large or small, will make a meaningful contribution.  Other examples from this year's package range from the very large East Side Trail in the cities of Renton, Newcastle, Bellevue, Kirkland and Woodinville, a significant addition to the regional rail system envisioned in King County's Regional Trails Plan, to smaller neighbor hood parks in Seattle that were identified in Seattle's neighborhood planning process, to additions to the Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake area near the Green River, identified back in Waterways 2000 and in the current WRIA 9 planning efforts.  
· Capturing Secured Matching Funds and Leveraging Additional Funds
King County's CFT program requires dollar-for dollar matching funds to help increase the overall amount of funding available for open space purchases.  The Committee pays close attention to project proposals where matching funds have been secured to ensure that these funds are utilized.  In such cases, the Committee has tried to make a recommendation that will best capture these funds and give a project a strong likelihood of success.  The Committee is also mindful that CFT funds are sometimes the first funds to support a project, which in turn attracts other significant amounts of state, federal and local matching funds.  A great example from last year's recommendation is the large CFT grant totaling $1 million for two city of Shoreline projects.  This allocation provided significant support for Shoreline when it placed an $18 million dollar parks bond on the ballot this spring. The bond included most of the remaining funding for the projects and successfully passed.    
· Next Year:  Available CFT Funds Will Likely Decrease Slightly.   


Last year King County anticipated that 2007 CFT collections available for distribution would be reduced by about $2 million, owing to the payment of debt service on bonds authorized in 2005.  Those payments have been delayed for one year, but 2008 CFT funds available for distribution will likely be less than those available this year.  Thus, a few less projects may be funded next year than this year.  Over time, as the regional tax base increases, there will likely be a return to current levels.     
FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS: 

SUBURBAN CITIES

King County – East Side Rail Trail 



$ 6,000,000 

$ 2,500,000


Recommendation:  King County is sponsoring this application because it is an inter-city project of regional scale, and the Committee feels that the project is regionally important.  Like the Burke Gilman trail, the proposed East Side trail has the potential to serve thousands of people on a daily basis,  as a passive recreational asset or as an important transportation alternative to automobiles.  The trail will pass through the heart of the east side cities of Renton, Newcastle, Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville and a small portion of unincorporated King County, providing off-road access to numerous parks and open spaces that lie along its course.  This recommended allocation level should signal to other potential federal, state, local and private recreation and transportation funding partners that King County strongly desires to turn this trail concept into reality.  This allocation is a good initial step for CFT funding and the Committee expects that it may see an additional request for CFT funding for this project in the future.  
Bellevue - Bellevue Greenways and Open Space System  
 $ 3,009,500 

$ 750,000

Recommendation:  This project is a multi-year, multiple-parcel greenway project with a goal of acquiring lands for the city's adopted open space and greenway system.  This year's recommended allocation is targeted towards two wooded hillside parcels totaling 14.5 acres along Richards Road, north of Interstate 90 and across Richards Road from Kelsey Creek.  The two parcels in this year's application are critical links in the system.  The project is highly visible from a major arterial of Richards Road and it contains an excellent walking trail that is a remarkable in-city asset.  Over more than a decade Bellevue has undertaken an ambitious greenway and open space system that is the result of a well-thought-out planning process.  Bellevue has a signed purchase and sale agreement for the two parcels included in this year's application and it should be successful in this acquisition.   The Committee feels that this is a significant level of funding, in recognition of Bellevue's continued acquisition success and its ongoing commitment to provide local dollars for its open space acquisition. 
Burien  - Seahurst Park Expansion



  $ 133,000
              $ 133,000
 

Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a 9.11-acre wooded open space addition to the southern boundary of Seahurst Park, located in Burien at 18th Avenue Southwest.  The parcel contains mature second-growth conifer trees and a spring that is a primary water source for a small Puget Sound nearshore environment creek.  The springs that bubble up sand at the head of the creek are a unique geological feature in King County and were used as source of drinking water for boats from the historic mosquito fleet.   This project was previously approved by King County in 2004 and received a $ 125,000 CFT allocation.  These additional funds are needed to complete the funding required to purchase the property along with funds Burien will also contribute.  The Committee recommends fully funding this project.      
Duvall - Coe-Clemmons Creek Corridor Completion 

    $ 37,562  

  $ 37,500

Recommendation:  This is an approximately one-acre project located in Duvall on the south side of State Route 203, immediately adjacent to Duvall's McCormick Park and the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail.  This small site will provide for acquisition of the last link of a trail connection from Duvall's Taylor Park, which is upstream on Coe-Clemmons Creek, to McCormick Park.  The land along the creek also serves as a wildlife corridor.  Duvall intends to work with the State of Washington DOT perform habitat restoration on the property that will enhance fish passage under State Route 203.  Duvall has not applied for CFT funds in over a decade and the Committee therefore recommends full funding of this modest request.    
Federal Way - Camp Kilworth Forest and Nearshore  
$ 1,000,000 

$ 400,000


Recommendation:  Camp Kilworth is a 25-acre, wooded property on Puget Sound, located on SW Dash Point Road in Federal Way.  The property has approximately 1/8th mile of Puget Sound shoreline that contains important coastal nearshore habitat and good upland songbird habitat.   Federal Way will purchase the property primarily for continued use as a camp available to the public, allowing the Boy Scouts to use the site on a limited basis.  The property was given to the Boy Scouts to be used for scouting purposes and Federal Way has a contingency of purchase that the Scouts must remove the condition from the title of the property.  The Scouts are working with the legal representative of the family trust to file a legal petition with the courts to remedy this condition.  Preservation of the camp will allow the outdoor and environmental education that has occurred at the camp for several generations to be continued in the future, as well as provide a significant urban get-away for non-campers who visit the site.      
Issaquah - Issaquah Creek Waterways – Phase 1 

   $ 500,000 
        $ 0* (see below)

Recommendation:  This is a 17.7-acre, multiple-parcel stream habitat preservation project located along Issaquah Creek in east of Front Street South in Issaquah.  The properties contain urban riparian habitat or salmonid species and are located adjacent to other permanently preserved open space on the creek that is also in city ownership.  The project will also add to an urban greenway through Issaquah, along Issaquah Creek.  These properties are a WRIA 8 priority and therefore part of an adopted plan to protect salmon species.  
* Issaquah has signed an interlocal agreement with King County to accept Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from certain lands in rural unincorporated King County.  Last year, to encourage just such an agreement, the Committee recommended and King County funded a $200,000 "Suburban City TDR" incentive project for which all suburban cities were eligible.  Issaquah has taken up the challenge and the Committee therefore recommends that this project receive the $200,000 in "Suburban City TDR project" funds to fund this acquisition.  As further recognition of Issaquah's efforts, the Committee further recommends that and additional $200,000 from the $1 million TDR Urban project funded by King County in November 2005.  That project provided a significant additional incentive for cities to accept rural TDRs and the Committee feels that Issaquah should also be rewarded from this fund for its ground-breaking efforts.
Issaquah - M & H Property 




   $ 150,000 

 $ 150,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a 40-acre woodland property on the western slope of Squak Mountain, located adjacent to the Forest Rim neighborhood.  It is a mature second growth forest that will make a significant addition to the wildlife corridor between Cougar and Squak mountains.  This site is also a critical trail connection between Squak Mountain State Park and open space on State Route 900 that was acquired by Issaquah from the Talus Corporation.  King County has provided CFT funds this project previously and these additional funds will help Issaquah to fully fund the project.  This project is highly visible from Interstate 90/ Mountains to Sound Greenway, has a key trail link and is an important inholding within the Issaquah Alps system.  The Committee therefore considers this project to be of regional significance and recommends full funding to complete it.  This project has been in existence for over three years and the Committee requests that significant progress be demonstrated in the negotiations for this site by the end of March, 2007.  At that time, the Committee will be completing its annual project progress review, and substantial progress should be demonstrated in this progress for it to receive a recommendation for being continued.  
Kent - Clark Lake 





   $ 200,000 

 $ 150,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of approximately .9-acres of land adjacent to the 133-acre Clark Lake Park, located on Southeast 248th Street on the east Kent plateau.  The project is an addition to the existing park, and is a small inholding within Kent's plan for the future park area.  The site contains a home that will be removed and Kent is currently in negotiations with the owner, who is a willing seller, to purchase the property.  Kent has had an ongoing effort to acquire lands around Clark Lake for over 10 years and is in the process of adoption of a final plan for the park and is also close to completing its long term acquisition goals.   

Kent - Koch Farmland 




   $ 400,000 

  $ 150,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of development rights of up to 6.16 acres of land between the Green River and the West Valley Highway, near the confluence of Mill Creek and the Green River.  The site is currently used for farming and though it is not a large farm, it is within a much larger open space corridor that contains farmland, a riverside park, and habitat lands on the Green River.  It is also directly across the Green River from the Green River Regional Trial and its preservation will help retain enjoyment of the trail experience for trail users.   Improvement and restoration of Green River riparian habitat on the property for salmonid and other aquatic species should be an allowable alternative or complementary use of the property if the current owner, or a future owner, can reach an agreement with Kent over such restoration activity.  
Lake Forest Park - Grace Cole Nature Park Greenway  
$ 175,000 

   $ 125,000


Recommendation:  This project is a 1.5 acre wooded property that is part of a larger greenway area on 28th Avenue Northeast in Lake Forest Park.  The property contains riparian headwaters of Brookside Creek and McAleer Creek, the later of which is a documented spawning area for coho and sockeye salmon.  This valley is one of the last significant undeveloped areas of this mainly residential city.  Many local residents take brief escapes to nature on walks or bike rides along 28th Avenue and they also visit Lake Forest Park's Grace Cole Nature Preserve, which is part of the greenway and is located just down the road.  The property is listed for sale and the city has an opportunity to purchase it.          

Normandy Park - Walker Preserve Addition  


 $ 700,000 

  $ 500,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of approximately 5.6 acres of primarily wooded land located along Walker Creek on Sylvester Road Southwest in Normandy Park.  Acquisition of the property will protect a significant amount of riparian habitat along the creek.  It also will allow for extending the trail system between Walker Creek Preserve and adjacent wooded streamside property owned by the Southwest Suburban Sewer District (SSSD), which strongly supports this project.  The property will be a significant addition to Normandy Park's 30-acre Walker Creek Preserve, which has nesting eagles and red-tail hawks.  Both Miller and Walker Creeks, which flow through the preserve, have spawning coho and chum salmon and sea-run cutthroat trout.  Normandy Park's 2003 six-year Parks Improvement Plan identified expansion of the Walker Creek Preserve as a high priority and this property fully meets that objective.  It is also identified in the Miller and Walker Creek Basin Plan as an area with the highest quality riparian habitat in the basin and meets that plan's goal of purchasing property or conservation easements to further protect the basin.  Normandy Park has not applied for Conservation Futures Funds in over a decade and the Committee feels that this project and the city's other project are of high quality and should receive significant funding.        

Normandy Park - Normandy Nearshore Addition – Foss 
  $ 63,050 

    $ 63,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the preservation of approximately three acres of high quality shoreline habitat (300 feet of shoreline) on Puget Sound in Normandy Park, west of Marine View Drive Southwest.  The site is classified as a priority site within the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, as Normandy Park has some of the best nearshore habitat on Puget Sound in south King County, in an area of shoreline that includes Marine View Park and Des Moines Beach Park.  The goal of the project is protection of the nearshore habitat of the property and low-impact access to the beach for non-motorized watercraft and kayak users.  The property's landowner is considering selling a conservation easement over the shore-side of the property at a reduced cost to the public.  The project is being included in the Washington Water Trails plan of shoreline rest stops and camping areas in Puget Sound.  The property will have limited access and low-impact use, so Normandy is working with the Cascade Land Conservancy to preserve the property under which the Conservancy may hold an easement over the property.  The site management and ownership responsibilities will be fully described in the Conservation Futures Interlocal Agreement between King County and Normandy Park.
Pacific – Trout Lake Park (Jovita Creek) 


 $ 166,153   


$ 0 


Recommendation:  This approximately 2.8 acre wooded property is located on South 376th Street, across the street from Trout Lake in the unincorporated King County community of Jovita.  The property is the site of a former dance pavilion that served the Trout Lake Resort, which was built in the early 20th century and was accessible by a boardwalk from the Interurban Railroad, about ½ mile away.  The structure of the formerly open-sided dance hall has been converted into a house that now has interior rooms and additions, though some of the original roof line is still evident.  The property owner also owns a ten foot wide access to Trout Lake, which is across the street.  While this might allow for informal local pedestrian access for fishing, it would not really be appropriate for larger-scale public access because of its limited size.  The property itself contains a small creek that is an outflow from Trout Lake.  The creek has some apparent algal growth that is indicative of some level of nutrient loading in the lake.  The property is wooded, though there is significant invasive ivy that would need to be controlled.   Pacific has received three CFT allocations in the past two years and though they are making progress on them, they have yet to complete those projects.  The Committee recommends that this site is of lower priority for acquisition and it also would like to see more results from the projects Pacific has already undertaken before funds are added to a new project.      
Renton - Kinch (Panther Creek Wetlands) 


 $ 323,000 


$ 0


Recommendation:  This project is a 5.6-acre open space acquisition that would provide a trail link in Renton's Panther Creek Wetland trail system, west of Talbot Road in Renton.  Much of the property is a wooded ravine, with some developable land along South 38th Court.  The trail system is part of the city's adopted trail plan and is located in a rapidly urbanizing area east of State Route 167.  The Committee feels that this property is not of particularly high quality and that given the likely cost of acquisition, Renton can accomplish its trail connection through development mitigation or trail dedication adjacent to the ravine when the site is developed in the future.  The Committee does not recommend funding for this project, and notes that Renton has received a good share of Conservation Futures funds over the years.      
Shoreline - North Hamlin Park Addition 


$ 450,000 

  $ 100,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of an 8.3-acre site in Shoreline that contains woodland and open field habitat, bounded to the north by 168th Street Northeast and to the south by 73-acre Hamlin Park.  The property contains a mixture of good songbird and urban wildlife habitat.  The property was Shoreline's top priority for acquisition based on its planning process, though recently, the South Woods project discussed below has received a great deal of public attention.  King County allocated $550,000 to this project last year along with $450,000 for the South Woods project, a total of $1,000,000, which was the most allocated for any suburban city.  As a result, Shoreline placed an $18 million parks bond on the ballot that will fund the majority of the remaining acquisition costs for the North Hamlin Park Addition and the South Woods projects.  The Committee feels that a significant contribution to these two projects was made last year by Conservation Futures, but it also feels Shoreline should be acknowledged for finding significant matching funds for these two acquisition projects, as they will still have a small shortfall and may not be able to purchase the entire properties as envisioned.  The Committee therefore recommends an additional allocation $100,000 for each project to help meet the remaining full funding need.    
Shoreline South Woods Addition II 



$ 500,000 

   $ 100,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of up to 15.6-ares of second growth conifer forest located at 25th Avenue NE and NE 150th Street, immediately south of Shorecrest High School in Shoreline.  The forest has songbird habitat and some urban wildlife associated with its mature conifer trees.   It also provides forested headwaters for a branch of Thornton Creek and will provide a setting for environmental education for the nearby school.  The discussion of the North Hamlin Park Addition project above contains the explanation for the Committee's funding recommendation for this project, which should be receive additional funding in recognition of Shoreline's efforts to obtain significant funding for its park acquisitions.  
Shoreline -  Paramount Park Addition 


  $ 29,025  

     $ 21,500


Recommendation:  This project is a .4 acre addition to 9.6 acre Paramount Park, located north of 145th Street near Northeast 12th Avenue Northeast.  The park is a wooded wetland and contains headwaters of Thornton Creek, which flows down into Lake Washington through northeast Seattle.  It has urban wildlife including songbirds, frogs and salamanders, and a system of informal trails.  Given the limited size of the park, Shoreline has been making small additions to the Park over the past decade to provide a wooded buffer and to the park and to provide additional protection for some of the wetlands in the park.  Prior to that, King County purchased buffer property to Paramount Park as part of the 1989 Open Space Bond Program, so this has been on ongoing effort as properties have become available.  A few years ago there was a plant and tree restoration effort involving volunteers in the riparian areas damaged by a former owner's bulldozing activities.  Shoreline has identified a portion of a parcel that if developed, could make an unwanted development intrusion that would significantly impact the enjoyment of the park.  The Committee recommends that this CFT funding request is modest and the funds will be well spent providing added protection to this small green urban oasis.   
Snoqualmie - Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach 


$ 240,000 

    $60,000


Recommendation:  This project includes the acquisition of several small open space parcels totaling up to .68 acres between State Route 202 and the Snoqualmie River, in Snoqualmie. The goal of the project is to preserve the scenic corridor leading out of the northern portion of Snoqualmie's city center along Route 202.  The parcels drop off into the floodway near the highway and may be difficult to develop, however Snoqualmie would rather purchase them to prevent any development and to fully control the area long the river, adding to the city's Sandy Cove Park.  Snoqualmie anticipates that it has a willing seller for two of the parcels, which will help get this effort underway.  They have purchased other similar parcels in this area with other funds.  The Committee feels that these properties are likely only modestly threatened with development, however, ownership of them by Snoqualmie will allow it to restore the riparian habitat on the Snoqualmie River and will help the city further its vision of civic improvement with a green corridor north of the city center.  Snoqualmie has not applied for CFT funds in over a decade and should receive a contribution towards this effort.         
Tukwila - Duwamish Gardens  



$ 600,000 

   $ 350,000

Recommendation:  The Duwamish Gardens project is a 2.16-acre acquisition project located on the Duwamish River at East Marginal Way South in Tukwila.  The goal of the project is to acquire the site and restore it in the future as intertidal salmon habitat, similar to the habitat restoration project done about a half mile downstream at the North Wind Weir site.  This portion of the Duwamish is listed as the highest priority area for restoration in the WRIA 9 Habitat Plan.  The property is a former truck farm that until recently was called the "Duwamish Gardens", and it has two houses, a barn, and gravel parking area that will be removed.  The site has approximately 500 feet of river frontage that will enhance the scenic resources along the Green River Trail, located on the opposite side of the river.  The property is currently listed for sale and the owners would like to sell it as soon as they can.  The Committee recommends that this level of funding will help Tukwila demonstrate to the owners that they are serious about securing funding for the acquisition, however Tukwila will also need to gain other funds needed to purchase the site.   
SEATTLE 

Seattle - Discovery Park – Capehart Housing Site

$1,600,000

$1,300,000*

Recommendation:   This project received $2.7 million in CFT funds last year, which the Committee recommended with the understanding that Seattle would likely return this year for additional funds to complete the project.  The property is an important 23.9-acre inholding in Discovery Park that the US Navy is selling.  The site has both historic buildings and the "temporary" Capehart housing tract built five decades ago.  By removing the housing and incorporating the land into Discovery Park, Seattle will remove a longstanding anomaly from the park.  The land will become urban wildlife habitat for diverse bird species and upland wildlife not typically found in Seattle’s smaller parks.  Seattle has in-hand matching funds from the 2000 Pro-Parks levy.  The Committee recommends that if needed, this project could receive up to $700,000 in additional funds recommended under the TDR incentive project or from a portion of the $1 million in TDR incentive funds allocated by King County in November 2005.   
Seattle - Kubota Garden Greenspace Addition 
$ 200,000 

   $ 200,000


Recommendation:  The Kubota Garden Greenspace is located in the Rainier Beach neighborhood of southeast Seattle and this acquisition project will provide up to 1.3 acres of open space to help buffer the garden from encroaching development.  The property targeted for acquisition is located on Renton Avenue South near South 52nd Avenue, on the northern side of the Garden.  These parcels are immediately adjacent to some of the best parts of the garden and development of them would detract from the experience of privacy and the intimate feel of the garden.  Seattle has acquired much of the undeveloped property adjoining the garden for this reason and these parcels are consistent with that work.  Seattle has available matching funds for this project from its Pro Parks 2000 levy.     
Seattle - Morgan Junction Urban Village Park 

$1,000,000 

   $ 475,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of approximately .2 acres of land on California Avenue Southwest at Fauntleroy Avenue in the West Seattle neighborhood of Morgan Junction.  The goal of the project is to establish a small community green space in the hub of this urban center.  Morgan Junction was identified as an Urban Village in Seattle's neighborhood planning process and by making the area allowable for higher density development, though it also raises the cost of parks and open space that help make such areas more livable.  Seattle identified property for acquisition but then reduced its funding request from $1,000,000 to $475,000 when one of the parcels became unavailable.  The proposed greenspace is located across the street from a senior housing site.   The Committee recommends full funding of this project at the reduced request amount.  Seattle has available matching funds for this project from the Pro Parks 2000 levy.  
Seattle - NE Queen Anne Greenspace Additions 

  $300,000 

   $ 300,000


Recommendation:  This is an approximately .27 acre, four-parcel open space acquisition project within the Northeast Queen Anne Greenspace, adjacent to Maclean Park, located between Taylor Avenue North and Aurora Avenue North in Queen Anne.  The property has long been a priority for acquisition by Seattle, but the owner was unwilling to sell it.  The Northeast Queen Anne Greenspace provides local access to green space and is a scenic resource visible from other parts of Seattle, including Capitol Hill, Wallingford and Interstate 5.  It also serves as an excellent community separator between Aurora Avenue and the residential neighborhood uphill on Queen Anne.  Local volunteer groups including and Earth Corps regularly participate in restoration projects in the greenbelt.  A house on the target acquisition site will be removed.  Seattle is now negotiating with the owner and it has matching funds available from the 2000 Pro Parks Levy.             
Seattle - St. Marks Greenspace Additions 


$ 250,000  

   $ 250,000


Recommendation:  This .44-acre open space acquisition project will help preserve a neighborhood greenbelt and will enhance the East Blaine public stairway, which is part of the Capitol Hill to Lake Union Trail.  The trail also goes thorough a newly constructed park under Interstate 5 called I-5 Colonnade Park.  The properties and the walkway have views of Lake Union, the Seattle Space Needle and the Olympic mountains.  Acquisition of the parcels will prevent development within the park and greenspace.  Development pressure in Seattle is strong and these kinds of properties are increasingly attractive to builders of single family or multiple-unit residences.  Seattle has obtained contracts to purchase two of the parcels and is in discussion for a third parcel.  Seattle has matching funds for this project from the 2000 Pro Parks Levy.  
Seattle - Thornton Creek Park 2 Additions 


$ 425,000 

   $ 425,000

Recommendation:  This is a one acre, two-parcel open space acquisition project on Thornton Creek at Northeast 100th Street and 20th Avenue Northeast in Northeast Seattle.  These two parcels contain small houses that will be removed.  Seattle has been acquiring land along Thornton Creek since the 1980s, in an effort to help repair some of the riparian functions of the creek, establish a trail and provide a community greenbelt.  The Creek attracts spawning cutthroat trout and a few returning coho salmon.  Thornton Creek has been channeled in this area and Seattle Parks is working with the city's surface water utility to develop a plan to restore some of the traditional, meandering riparian edge of the stream.  The Thornton Creek Alliance has long been a supporter of the effort to restore the creek.  Seattle will provide matching funds for this project from the 2000 Pro Parks levy and from Seattle Public Utilites Drainage and Wastewater Fund.     
All Cities - TDR Partnership 



 
$ 500,000 

   $ 400,000


Recommendation:  Like the Suburban Cities Conservation Futures TDR project funded by King County in 2004, this is a programmatic project for the purchase of open space in a city or cities that participate in the King County TDR program.  Cities eligible for these funds would agree to accept development rights from rural King County, in return for CFT funds that can be used to purchase open space in the city limits.  The city must first enter into an Interlocal Agreement with the King County TDR program for the acceptance of such rural TDRs before it could receive these CFT funds.  As an incentive, this project would not require additional matching funds on the part of a city, as the benefits of the match are captured in the preservation of rural open space that does not need to be purchased with CFT or other funds.  

In a related recommendation for CFT/TDR funds, the Committee also recommends the following:

· The Committee confirms that the $200,000 allocated in 2005 to the CFT-funded project called the "Suburban City TDR" project should go to the city of Issaquah, as it is the first suburban city to sign a TDR interlocal agreement with King County.  The Committee acknowledges and supports this important progress for the TDR program.

· Of the $1,000,000 in CFT funds allocated to the TDR program in November 2005 by King County, an additional $200,000 should be allocated to Issaquah in further recognition of its participation in the TDR program; $700,000 should be reserved for Seattle, in recognition of passing   comprehensive plan revisions that allow rural TDR transfers into the Downtown area; and the final $100,000 should remain available to other cities as an incentive to join the TDR program..  This last $100,000, when combined with the $400,000 in 2007 CFT funds recommended for the TDR program above, would combine to form a $500,000 incentive pool for a city or cities to join the TDR program.  This last TDR recommendation contains the expectation that a city or cities would sign a TDR interlocal agreement with King County by March 31st 2007, or make demonstrable progress towards such action.  By the March 31st date the Committee will have conducted its annual project progress review and it will include in that recommendation a recommendation on the unspent or unallocated TDR funds discussed in the above section.

KING COUNTY 
King County – Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake Complex  
              $ 450,000 

   $ 300,000


Recommendation:  The Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake complex consists of three nearby lakes connected by Cristy Creek, along with surrounding habitat lands, located on the northern Enumclaw Plateau south of the Green River near Flaming Geyser State Park.  This complex of lakes feeds Cristy Creek, an important tributary of the Middle Green River, which has habitat for chum, coho, cutthroat and Steelhead in its lower mile.  The goal of the project is to link the riparian and upland habitat around the three lakes with nearby protected land in the Green River Gorge.  The area has views of Mount Rainier and there is also potential for hiking trail linkage to the Green River Gorge State Park.  The area has begun to see strong development pressure in the past few years.  This three-lake complex area has been identified in several plans over the past decade, from the Waterways 2000 program of the mid-1990s to the current WRIA 9 Habitat Plan.  King County has begun to acquire and protect some of the most threatened parcels in the complex in what will continue to be a multiple–year effort.   There currently are willing sellers for some of the identified parcels, which are the top priority, and this recommended allocation will allow King County to continue to make progress towards its project goals.      
King County - Enumclaw Plateau Dairy Pasture 

 $ 140,000  

   $ 115,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the purchase of development rights over 40.7 acres of valuable farmland on the southern Enumclaw Plateau, on Southeast 456th Way in unincorporated King County.  The property is currently used as pasture for an active dairy farm.  It has high quality agricultural soils and has been ranked as a high priority for protection by the King County Agricultural Commission.  King County has obtained U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) matching funds for this property and the landowner is a willing seller.  King County's goal for the project is to reinforce the county's previous investment in Farmlands Preservation Program (FPP) development rights purchases in the area around this farm.  Though the area is zoned for 10-acre parcels, the level of threat to such parcels is clearly demonstrated by a large home recently built on 10 acres of viable agricultural land directly across the street from the farm.  The level of funding recommended almost fully meets the available matching funds and likely project costs.              

King County - Green River Natural Area Additions 

$ 625,000 

   $ 200,000


Recommendation:  This is a multiple parcel project consisting of the acquisition of up to four parcels of hillside land in adjacent to the Green River Natural Area.  The project is a continuation of King County's acquisition efforts in previous years within the Middle Green River basin.  The Green River in this area is located below the rocky and narrow Green River Gorge and therefore flows more freely, with extensive gravel bars that make it ideal for salmon spawning.  Much of the Green River Natural Area (GRNA) along the river was initially preserved through the Waterways 2000 program.  King County's O'Grady Park is at the center of the GRNA and it provides a unique place, only a few miles east of the heavily populated Green River valley around Auburn, to get a sense of the river that is wilder, with little noticeable human impact.  The properties identified in this year's funding request will help retain the view from the center of the GRNA by preventing houses from encroaching on the upper edges of the valley walls.  Development of such lands closer to Flaming Geyser State Park has contributed to severe erosion of the valley wall, significantly impacting the river habitat and the experience of visiting the river.  Three of the parcels identified in this project are the headwaters of small streams that go down the hillside, and development on them would put them at risk of erosion down through the system.  The project has State of Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) matching funds in hand.
King County - Newaukum Creek/Green River Confluence 
 $ 550,000 

   $ 275,000


Recommendation:  This project is a 30-acre habitat acquisition project on lower Newaukum Creek, near its confluence of the Middle Green River near 212th Avenue Southeast.  This salmon habitat protection project is part of the adopted WRIA 9 salmon Habitat Conservation Plan and complements a significant habitat restoration project at the confluence of Newuakum Creek and the Middle Green River that was recently funded by the State SRFB.  A primary goal of the project is to protect functioning salmon habitat and to connect the salmon habitat of King County's Green River Natural Area with that in the Green River Gorge State Park.  There has been recent residential development activity on lower Newaukum Creek, including adjacent to the parcels identified for this project, and the level of threat will increase.  This recommended allocation will allow for acquisition of critical parcels in this reach of Newaukum Creek.  There are qualifying SRFB matching funds for this project.
King County - Rainbow Bend Corridor Phase II (Cedar River)   $ 2,000,000  
$ 750,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of approximately 20.4-acres on the Cedar River, located along State Route 169 north of Cedar Grove Road, for salmon habitat restoration and flood hazard reduction.  King County has identified this reach in several plans for improving the habitat and restoring river corridor floodplain functions and processes on the Cedar River, going back to the Cedar River Basin Plan and Flood Hazard Reduction Plans of the 1990s.  It is a high priority reach in the WRIA 8 Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan and it is consistent with the Cedar River Trail Master Plan.  King County is working with Seattle Public Utilities to develop a partnership for restoration of this reach of the Cedar River.  The site contains a trailer park that will need to be relocated and the level of effort entailed in such work has been considered in making this recommendation.  The Committee notes that this project has been a longstanding high priority for King County and therefore should receive a high level of CFT funding this year.  King County has identified potential matching fund opportunities for this project and this recommended allocation level should help provide important signal of King County's desire to successfully accomplish this project.  The Committee expects that it may see a future application for additional funds for this project as the details and final costs become more exact.
King County - Sammamish Valley – Zante Farm

$ 140,000 

   $ 120,000


Recommendation:  This is a 15-acre farmland preservation project with a goal of purchasing development rights from a working farm located on Northeast 171st Street in unincorporated King County.  The farm is on the Woodinville city boundary in the Sammamish River Valley, at the northeast edge of the several-mile long Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production District (APD) and  adjacent to the Woodinville Farmer's Market.  It is an important buffer for the rest of the APD from development encroachment.  King County has obtained USDA matching funds for the project.  The Sammamish Valley Trail is a major open space recreational asset for the residents of east side cities in northern King County and this property borders the trail, so its preservation will also help preserve the scenic qualities of the trail experience that so many have come to enjoy and appreciate.  The recommended CFT funding level for this project should be sufficient for King County to successfully complete it.  
King County - Shinglemill Creek Salmon Preserve (Vashon)     $ 355,000  
   
  $ 200,000


Recommendation:  This is a 49-acre acquisition in the middle Shinglemill Creek canyon area on northern Vashon Island, between the Vashon Highway and Shinglemill Creek.  The property contains a flat developable upland area that is mostly an open field, which will be planted with trees to help reduce runoff levels that have caused significant erosion to the wooded ravine lower further down on the property.  The remainder of the property contains most of Needle Creek, the largest side tributary to Shinglemill Creek, as well as 1,000 feet on Shinglemill Creek itself, which is the largest creek and most significant salmon stream on the island.  The Shinglemill Creek Preserve is part of a cross-island wildlife corridor that includes Judd Creek and its headwaters, which King County has helped protect with CFT funds in past years.  The property in this year's project has one owner who is a wiling seller.  The Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT) has been working with the landowner and King County to help structure a successful deal, which may allow the property to be purchased in a bargain sale transaction. The land trust owns and stewards adjoining property and it will help with stewardship of this site.  The recommended funding level should be sufficient for the purchase of the property, according to King County and VMILT.    
King County - Taylor Creek Stream/Wetland Restoration 
$ 600,000 

$ 500,000


Recommendation:  This project includes the acquisition of approximately 9.9 acres of land located at Maxwell Road Southeast and Southeast 208th Street.  This property contains headwaters of Taylor Creek, one of four main tributaries to the Cedar River below the Landsburg Dam.  The property will serve as a site for significant wetland and riparian habitat restoration, including moving the stream channel of Taylor Creek back to its historic location to benefit salmon.  Taylor Creek is an endangered Chinook spawning and rearing stream and the project is a priority in the WRIA 8 Near-Term Action Agenda.  This proposed project is adjacent to other land on Taylor Creek that has been acquired and restored by King County, which now has a proven track record for results for its multiple-year, multiple parcel Taylor Creek restoration effort. 
King County - Tolt River - San Souci  



 $ 250,000 

   $ 100,000

Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel, 3.5-acre riparian habitat acquisition project on the lower Tolt River, located on the Tolt River Road about two miles east of Carnation.  The lower Tolt River is one of four significant Chinook salmon spawning areas in the Snoqualmie River watershed in King County, and habitat protection in the Tolt basin is part of the WRIA 7 Habitat Protection and Restoration Strategy.  The goal of the project is to restore the river channel conditions of the Tolt River in a river reach where a barrier to water flow was built as a result of illegal filling.  King County has a willing seller in this reach and is working with other landowners to purchase their properties.  This project has been recommended by the Committee to receive a transfer of approximately $280,000 from the Snoqualmie River/Fall City project.  The project also has significant matching funds from the State SRFB.  The funds in this recommendation are sufficient for the acquisition activity in this reach of the Tolt River that King County expects to undertake this year.   
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