[image: image1.png]King County




METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:   5
DATE: 

April 28, 2008
BRIEFING NO:     2008-B0107
PREPARED BY:     Chuck Williams



            Tom Bristow
SUBJECT:  2008 Washington State Legislative Wrap Up
SUMMARY:  King County Council Motion 2008-0630.2 authorized the Governmental Relations Staff to implement the King County State Legislative Agenda.  The agenda is attached to this staff report along with the result of the session for each item(results are in BOLD TYPE after each item); King County’s 2008 State Legislative Agenda Final Report (Attachment A); King County’s 2008 Statement of State Policy Final Report (Attachment B); and a list of all Legislation that passed the 2008 Legislature and was signed by the Governor (Attachment C).
.
Overview

The 2008 Washington State Legislative Session began on January 14, 2008, and completed its work on March 13, 2008.  The Governor took her final action on legislation on April 5, 2008. The Legislature introduced a total of 2,521 bills during the 2008 State Legislative Session, eventually passing 341 of those bills. 
The 2008 Washington State Legislature enacted a supplemental biennial budget of $29,853.3 million. The legislature faced a declining business cycle and saw the revenue forecast decline in February by $423.4 million.  The projected General Fund Ending Balance ended up at $389.1 million and the Projected Budget Stabilization Account Ending Balance concluded at $445.7 million.  This brings total State Reserves to $834.8 million for the end of the biennium.  
The 2008 Washington State Legislative Session dealt with program budget adjustments along with other minor budget changes.  These are shown in detail in Attachment A- King County’s 2008 State Legislative Agenda Final Report and in Attachment B – King County’s 2008 Statement of State Policy Final Report section.  
2008 Legislation enacted of interest to King County: 
· Climate Action & Green Jobs (HB 2815) – This bill sets responsible limits on climate pollution, sets a path for creating a “green jobs” economy, and reduces miles traveled – a key step given one-half of our global warming pollution comes from cars and trucks.  Provides a framework for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the Washington economy.  Responsible limits on climate pollution will establish Washington as a strong leader in the clean energy economy, increase energy independence, create good new jobs, and deliver a better future for our children. This bill requires the state to soon begin working on a plan that could reduce greenhouse gas emissions back to 1990 levels over the next few decades, and is also aimed at building a "green collar" workforce.  
· Local Solutions to Global Warming  (SB 6580) – This bill develops tools that will help local governments make land use and zoning decisions that reduce driving and meet the growing demand for green, walk-able communities.   The bill states that CTED must: (1) develop and provide counties and cities with a range of advisory climate change response methodologies, a computer modeling program, and estimates of greenhouse gas emissions reductions which must reflect regional and local variations of the county or city by December 1, 2009; (2) work with WSDOT to reduce vehicle miles traveled; (3) administer a local government global warming mitigation and adaptation program, which must conclude by June 30, 2010. Counties and cities are selected for the program through a competitive process; (4) provide grants and technical assistance to aid the selected counties and cities in their efforts to anticipate, mitigate, and adapt to global warming and its associated problems; (5) prepare a report of program findings and recommendations to the Governor and Legislature by January 1, 2011; and (6) prepare an additional report including descriptions of actions that counties and cities are taking to address climate change, among other items, by December 1, 2008. An advisory policy committee must prepare the report. A report produced by CTED for the local government global warming mitigation and adaptation program must consider the positive and negative impacts to affordable housing, employment, transportation costs, and economic development that result from addressing the impacts of climate change at the local level.  
· Evergreen Communities (HB 2844) – this bill helps retain and replant trees in urban areas to reduce stormwater flooding and pollution as well as increase quality of life. 
· Local Farms - Healthy Kids (SB 6483) – This bill will make Washington a national leader in the local food movement by getting more Washington grown produce into our schools and food banks, thus improving children’s health and creating new and thriving markets for our farmers, which also reduces our carbon footprint.      
· Banning some Toxins in Kids Toys – Lead, Cadmium, Phthalates (HB 2647) - Regarding the children's safe products act.  Governor’s partial veto created an advisory board and charges Department of Ecology to develop expedited rule making to ensure fair and equal treatment of toys and to have a common sense implementation of this Act.
· Availability of Nutritional Information (ESHB 3160) - King County supported maintaining local boards of health rule making authority regarding public health and safety issues.  ESHB 3160 would have pre-empted King County’s ability to implement our local regulation on nutritional information in chain restaurants. The bill was not passed by the Legislature. After long negotiations, an agreement was reached with the Washington Restaurant Association and an amendment to the health regulation was passed by the King County Board of Health to support this agreement.  
· Fuel Hedging (HB-2746) – This legislation permits King County METRO to implement fuel hedging strategies and requires authorized transit agencies to submit periodic reports on implemented fuel hedging strategies to the Legislature. 
· Park & Ride (SB 6277) - Providing for the accommodation of certain private transit providers at park and ride lots. This bill requires that any local transit agency that has received state funding for a park and ride lot must accommodate at that lot auto transportation companies or special needs transportation providers. Only private transit providers that intend to provide, or already provide, regularly scheduled service at that lot qualify for the accommodation. The accommodation must be in the form of an agreement between the transit agency and the private transit provider. However, no accommodation is required if the lot is at or exceeds 90 percent capacity. 
· Tolling Bill (HB 1773) - Creates a statewide tolling policy making the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) the tolling authority for toll-setting, but reserving for the Legislature the ability to impose tolls on state facilities.
· Eastside Rail Corridor Study (SHB 3224) - AN ACT Relating to a feasibility study on commuter rail services - passed the House and Senate with overwhelming support (unanimous in the Senate and almost unanimous in the House). This bill directs Sound Transit to collaborate with PSRC to conduct a study to determine whether commuter rail service between eastern Snohomish County and eastern King County "can be a meaningful component of the region's future transportation system". The rail study will cost about $300,000, the majority of which will be funded by Sound Transit. The state transportation budget has included $100,000 for the study. Sound Transit and PSRC must submit a joint report of their analysis to the transportation committees of the Legislature by February 1, 2009.
· Arts Funding (SB 6638) – This was an act relating to reallocation of existing lodging taxes for support of heritage and arts programs in a county with a population of one million or more.  This legislation authorizes 4 Culture to spend their endowment between July 1, 2008 and July 1, 2009.  The Governor has created a task force to study the issue of hotel/motel taxes over the 2008 interim. 
· 520 Financing Bill (HB 3096) – This legislation:
1. Institutes requirements for the design of the State Route 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV project.

2. Requires the inclusion of several assumptions regarding revenue sources and savings in the finance plan for the State Route 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV project.

3. Allows the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to seek approval from the Legislature for the collection of tolls on the existing and replacement State Route 520 Bridge following the submission of the tolling implementation report required by the act.

4. Requires the WSDOT to work with the Federal Highways Administration to determine the actions necessary to toll the I-90 Floating Bridge.
5. Establishes the State Route 520 Tolling Implementation Committee to evaluate a variety of issues related to the tolling of the State Route 520 Bridge.
· SSB 6791 - Clarifies permitted uses of moneys currently collected under the county legislative authority sales and use tax for chemical dependency or mental health treatment programs and services or therapeutic courts. This legislation was needed to support King County’s mental health initiatives. 
Housing was a main focus of the final budget as passed by the Legislature.  Key elements of the housing package included: 

· $50 million was allocated for general low-income housing assistance.  King County should receive approximately $20 million from this fund.
· $10 million was allocated for a Rapid Response fund to assist low-income housing developers respond quickly to unique land purchase opportunities for property development and preservation of low-income housing.  King County should receive about $4 million from this fund.
· $10 million was allocated for equity loans to nonprofit housing developers in order to facilitate the use of the Housing Finance Commission’s tax-exempt multi-family bond cap.  King County should receive between $2 and $4 million from this fund.
· $6 million for the Washington Families Fund which provides an opportunity to leverage an additional source of state funds to partner with King County in projects serving the homeless.  King County should receive approximately $1 million.
· $2.5 million of new funding for the Transitional Housing and Operating and Rent Program (THOR) which provides rental assistance and services to homeless families.  This additional funding will allow for an expansion of services to single adults and youth.  
Funding was also provided for non-Medicaid services: 
· $6.25 million was allocated in additional state funds to enable the community mental health system to maintain and improve delivery of non-Medicaid services.
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A. King County’s 2008 State Legislative Agenda Final Report
B. King County 2008 Statement of State Policy Positions Final Report
C. List of all Bills Passed in the 2008 State Legislative Session
O:\Committee of the Whole\COW - 2008\Legislation\2008-B0107 Legislative update\2008 Leg Session Final wrap-up Staff Report 42308.doc
4

