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	11
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	Mike Reed
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	2004-0395
	Date:
	September 2, 2004

	Invited:
	Harry Reinert, Department of Development and Environmental Services


SUBJECT:  Extending the interlocal agreement with city of Sammamish for the county to continue processing building/land use permits which were in process at the time of city incorporation; authorizing the county to process the shoreline substantial development permit necessary for the Sammamish leg of the East Lake Sammamish Interim Trail.

BACKGROUND:  

Original Interlocal Agreement:  County Processing of Building/Land Use Permits

When the city of Sammamish incorporated in 1999, over 500 building and land use permits and related activities within the new city boundaries were undergoing review by the county’s Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES). These included building permits, mechanical permits, fire system/fire sprinkler permits, and grading and clearing permits, land segregations, and associated performance and enforcement bond provisions. The county and the city agreed that, in order to maximize convenience and predictability for permit customers, the county would continue to process vested permits and activities through to conclusion.  An interlocal agreement was subsequently negotiated and signed, granting authority for DDES to continue the processing of these permits. 
Because it was anticipated that the city might undertake annexation of additional areas beyond the original incorporation boundaries, the agreement referred to permits in process upon ‘incorporation or annexation’.

ILA Expiration and Requested Renewal

The 1999 interlocal agreement had an expiration date of December 31, 2002, with the option to renew by letter through December 31, 2004; the parties agreed by letter to renew, with the effect that the agreement expires on December 31, 2004.  However, according to DDES, a number of these permits involved complex projects which required multiple permits and follow-up review; processing of certain permits and associated performance and enforcement bond activity remains yet to be completed, and an additional extension is desired to complete work on the remaining permits.

Shoreline Substantial Development Permit/Interim East Lake Sammamish Trail

In the interim, the county has proceeded toward development of the East Lake Sammamish Trail, with the initial effort focusing on the establishment of an interim trail.  In that context, the county’s Facilities Management Division (FMD) applied to the DDES for a shoreline substantial development permit, required to go forward with the trail, which runs along the shoreline of Lake Sammamish.  The application was determined by DDES to be complete on June 8, 1999, prior to incorporation.  Therefore, according to the ILA, DDES was to process the application and prepare a report and recommendation for the city.  DDES transmitted its report and recommendation to the city in March of 2003.

The city has since requested that the county complete review and issue a decision on the application for the shoreline substantial development permit on behalf of the city.

Pursuant to that request, the proposed amendment to the interlocal agreement includes language that authorizes the county’s DDES to complete the review on behalf of the city, and issue a recommended decision with regards to the shoreline substantial development permit associated with the development of the Interim Trail.  The county’s Hearing Examiner would then conduct a hearing and issue a final decision on the permit application on behalf of the city.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0395 provides that the Executive is authorized to amend the existing interlocal agreement with the city of Sammamish regarding processing of building and land use permits on behalf of the city; it also authorizes the county to process the shoreline substantial development permit associated with the East Lake Sammamish Interim Trail
The amendment to the existing interlocal agreement (attached) would extend the duration of the existing agreement through December 31, 2008, with an option for an additional extension to December 31, 2010 or an earlier date..  It further provides that King County DDES is to review and recommend a decision regarding the Shoreline Substantial Development Permit associated with the East Lake Sammamish Interim Trail.  The county Hearing Examiner is to then render a report and final decision on behalf of the city of Sammamish with regards to the shoreline substantial development permit.

The fiscal note indicates that any costs incurred by DDES associated with processing of the permits authorized by this legislation, will be charged directly to the applicant; there are therefore no fiscal impacts to DDES associated with this measure.  

There is an amendment which has been reviewed by the Prosecuting Attorney’s office; it corrects language which authorizes the county directly to process the shoreline substantial development permit; instead, it provides that the amendment to the interlocal agreement allows the executive to agree to process that permit.  This conforms to the practice of using interlocal agreements to achieve cooperative interjurisdictional working arrangements.  
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