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August 29, 2013


The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits the updated Rural Economic Strategies plan and an ordinance to approve the plan. Together, these constitute the response to Comprehensive Plan Ordinance 17485, Section 50, K.1.

Ordinance 17485, Section 50, K.1.sets forth the following:

“K. 1.The executive shall complete the update to the Rural Economic Strategies (“RES”) plan, which was begun by the executive in 2009 to reflect amendments adopted in the 2008 Comprehensive Plan. 
2. The RES update shall reflect:
1. policy direction of the 2012 Comprehensive Plan;
1. the effect of annexations towards focusing the county’s local government role as primarily that of a rural area service provider; and
1. that while cities in the Rural Area fill a crucial need for supporting the retail and service needs of the population of the surrounding Rural Area, such cities are autonomous, which means they may plan and implement their own economic strategies, and are therefore not subject to the County’s development and/or economic regulations. 
The updated plan and ordinance adopting the updated plan shall be transmitted to the Council by September 1, 2013”.

Attachment A to the enclosed ordinance includes the proposed update to the RES. The update reflects the initiatives and direction undertaken by King County staff in collaboration with community partners since 2009 to support the rural economy and incorporates the policy direction of the 2012 King County Comprehensive Plan.
The mission of the RES is to sustain and enhance the long-term viability of the Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands consistent with the unique character of rural King County.
The proposed RES have the following elements:

· RES goal statements
· Crosscutting or “Foundation” strategies guiding the overall approach to the RES
· Rural Economic Cluster strategies including support for agriculture, forestry, equestrian, tourism and recreation and commercial and industrial.

Background
The root of the proposed Strategies lie with the original RES developed in 2005 at the direction of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan.

The initial Strategies were developed following a twelve month public process involving stakeholders from across King County including King County’s Agriculture and Rural Forest Commissions and a broad range of rural community, civic and governmental organizations.

King County staff initiated a work plan based on the Strategies and worked closely with many of the original stakeholders to undertake and complete a wide range of activities. King County published an Annual Report summarizing activities accomplished in 2008.

King County staff began the process of updating the Strategies in 2009 and released a draft series of revisions including a revised mission statement and strategies. These revisions were not formally adopted, but helped guide staff work projects in the following years.

Policy Direction of the 2012 Comprehensive Plan
King County’s 2012 Comprehensive Plan incorporated specific policy goals for rural economic strategies that are consistent with the direction proposed in the 2009 update. The 2012 Comprehensive Plan policies are reflected in the proposed RES update.

County Departments will be guided by the RES as they undertake initiatives in rural King County. Department of Natural Resources and Parks staff working on forestry and agriculture initiatives are engaged in implementing many of the projects outlined in the RES.

The RES will be further refined as comments on the update of King County’s Strategic Plan offered through the Agriculture and Rural Forest Commissions as well as other rural stakeholders provide a fresh opportunity to identify emerging priorities for initiatives in rural King County.



Response to Annexation
Over the last few years, King County has seen the annexation of portions of North Highline to Burien, Panther Lake to Kent, Finn Hill, North Juanita and Kingsgate to Kirkland and Aldarra and Ravenhill to Sammamish. Klahanie will be considering annexation to Issaquah in the coming year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]These annexations are driven by State Growth Management Act and King County policy to encourage annexation or incorporation of communities in urban areas in order to provide those communities access to urban level of services linked to a stronger tax base.

As local urban communities successfully annex to their neighboring cities, King County has been adjusting its local service provision to more explicitly highlight its role as a rural area service provider. Two specific initiatives highlight this direction:
· King County’s permitting department, renamed as the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review, moved its offices to Snoqualmie from Renton to be more accessible to rural permit seekers who make up the majority of its customers.
· King County created the Community Service Areas (CSA) program which expands King County’s outreach and engagement to all areas of unincorporated King County. The CSA program replaces the previous direct link to a few specific community organizations and establishes the County’s intent to work with all community organizations in unincorporated King County by setting specific outreach goals and establishing new sources of information about County activities for rural residents. The CSA facilitates development of County cross agency work plans specific to rural communities.

While focusing on services and support for residents of rural unincorporated King County, representatives of King County government are mindful of the support those residents also receive from businesses and service organizations in neighboring cities. King County supports its unincorporated area residents by working collaboratively with local cities on issues of mutual concern and looks for complementary ways to support the broader King County economy.

However, annexations to date have not had a significant impact on rural economic strategies and therefore are not addressed separately in Attachment A.

The proposed RES incorporate policy goals set forth in the 2012 Comprehensive Plan as well as previous iterations of the RES. The Strategies further King County’s Strategic Plan objectives in the Economic Growth and Built Environment goals. The policies also reflect King County’s Equity and Social Justice initiative by identifying specific initiatives to strengthen support for programs intended to assist minorities, low-income residents, and immigrants.



It is estimated that this report required 14 staff hours to produce, costing $784.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This legislation provides a framework for strengthening King County’s rural communities.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Alan Painter, Manager of the Unincorporated Community Service Area Program in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-296-8734.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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