Environment and Natural Resources – 2010 Legislative Update


	
	Bill Number
	Topic
	Action
	Status
	Significance to County

	1
	SB 6289
	Protecting lake water quality by reducing phosphorus from lawn fertilizer

	· This measure prohibits the application of phosphorus-containing fertilizers to turf, except under limited circumstances.*  
· Ecology is to issue corrective action notices for violations. 
· Cities and counties may adopt ordinances addressing enforcement.  
*Exceptions include: fertilizers with limited phosphorus content, application to phosphorus-deficient soil, application on new lawns, and for turf for agricultural or golf course purposes.


	Reintroduced, retained in present status
	· Last year, the Council approved legislation restricting the use of phosphorus fertilizers in unincorporated King County, recognizing that the State Legislature was considering a statewide measure. The King County legislation did not include an enforcement provision, emphasizing instead education and outreach.   
· Many consider state legislation to be an important element to address this concern, recognizing that phosphorus-laden runoff waters cross jurisdictional boundaries.
· Would have helped local jurisdictions to meet state NPDES water quality requirements

	2
	HB 2539
	Optimizing the collection of source separated materials


	· Expands on the required elements to be included in such solid waste comprehensive plans.  Intent is to increase residential recycling. 

· New elements to be included in solid waste comprehensive plans include: addressing source separation of recyclable materials, collection of those materials, preparing the materials for recycling, and related provisions.  

	Governor signed: Chapter 154, 2010 Laws
	Law goes into effect on 6/10/10.  New provisions specifically states that updating a solid waste  management plan d after the effective date of this section, local comprehensive plans must consider and plan for new elements detailed in the Topic column. 
King County is currently updating its comprehensive solid waste management plan and will not be done before the effective date of the legislation.  So these new elements must be addressed.

	3
	HB 1744
	REET expenditures for parks and capital projects

Under current law the County can only use revenues generated from the one quarter of 1% from sales of real property in unincorporated King County that the County levies for financing specified capital projects identified in the capital facilities plan element of the County’s  Growth Management Comprehensive Plan (“KCCP”),

	· If passed, and only until June 2012, would give the County the authority to use these REET tax proceeds to supplement (not supplant) the County’s existing funding for park maintenance and operation. 

· If the County opted to use the tax proceeds for park maintenance and operations, it would then be precluded (until June 2012) from also using the tax proceeds for acquisitions (capital projects.  The exception to this limitation is for capital projects that are necessary for the health and safety of its residents). 
· Additionally for this same period (June 2012)  the County could opt to use these tax proceeds to fund capital improvements for law enforcement facilities, fire protection facilities, trails, libraries, administrative and  judicial facilities, and river and water flood control facilities.


	Re-referred to committee, retained in present status
	While the County may be interested in greater flexibility in use of REET funding, principally in support of operations and maintenance expenditures for parks, this legislation causes concern for 2 reasons:

1. It could divert monies spent for open space acquisition, during a time when property values are low, to fund a structural Parks’ O&M funding gap for only 1-1/2 years 

2. Additionally, it opens up these tax proceeds to fund capital improvements that have nothing to do with open space or parks.   In times of budget constraints there may be completing pressures from other departments to siphon off these funds if only until June 2012. .

	4
	HB 1747
	Reducing climate pollution in the built environment
	· Requires the State Building Code Council to adopt state energy codes that require a 70 percent incremental reduction in energy use in homes and building built between 2013 and 2031.  
· Department of Commerce, Trade and Economic Development to develop a strategic plan for enhancing energy efficiency and reducing greenhouse gases in homes, buildings, districts and neighborhoods.  
· Utilities must maintain energy consumption data for nonresidential and public agency building.  Public agencies must create an energy benchmark and report the performance rating for each reporting facility

	Re-referred to committee, retained in present status
	Supports County’s interest in measurable efforts to reduce greenhouse gases.  Requires County agencies to report on progress in meeting energy benchmarks.

	5
	HB 2399
	Prohibiting advertising for solid waste collection services before the company has a certificate from the Utilities and Transportation Commission (“UTC”)
Solid waste collection companies currently must have a certificate from the UTC to operate as a solid waste collection company.  

	Clarifies that requirement to provide that a solid waste collection company must be certified by the UTC before it engages in, or advertises to engage in solid waste collection services.
	Governor signed: Chapter 24, 2010 Laws
	Several solid waste collection companies operate in King County, as part of the County’s solid waste collection and processing system.  This legislation would regulate those companies.

	6
	HB 1614
	Fee on petroleum products that contribute to stormwater pollution

The state Department of Ecology is given responsibility, pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act, for restricting discharges through the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.  
	Establishes a fee of $1.50 per barrel of oil to be charged on the first possession of petroleum products that contribute to storm water pollution.  Department of Ecology is to collect the fee.  Funds are to be allocated to a local government grants program supporting capital projects that address stormwater pollution, a similar grant program to support projects that retrofit existing facilities to address stormwater pollution, and to existing stormwater grant programs or low-impact development retrofit projects.

	Reintroduction and retained in present status
	King County has been an active supporter of efforts to improve water quality by limiting discharges of toxic runoff, including that associated with petroleum products.  King County could be a grant recipient for stormwater projects supported by this measure.

	7
	HB 2685
	Modifying the powers and duties of the Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council
The Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council provides leadership and makes final decisions for the Puget Sound Partnership in its efforts to restore Puget Sound.

	Expands the Leadership Council’s powers and duties to include allocating funds for Puget Sound research and data collection, and contracting with, and establishing, nonprofit organizations.
	Reintroduced, retained in present status
	King County is participating actively in the Puget Sound Partnership, and actively supports the Puget Sound cleanup project.

	8
	HB 2892
	Defining solid waste as a renewable resource and electricity from certain waste-to-energy facilities to be an eligible renewable resource for purposes of the Energy Independence Act
The Energy Independence Act, approved by the voters as Initiative 937 (2006), requires larger utilities to meet targets for renewable energy resources and energy conservation.  The definition of renewable resource in the Energy Independence Act does not include solid waste that is processed through a waste-to-energy facility.  

	Would make electricity from a waste-to-energy facility that began operations after October 1, 1991 eligible as a renewable resource under the Energy Independence Act.
	Reintroduced, retained in present status
	King County generates substantial volumes of solid waste that currently is primarily landfilled.  The County is considering alternatives as the Cedar Hills Landfill approaches capacity, including waste-to-energy potential. Legislation which improves the financial viability of waste-to-energy projects is of interest to the County.

	9
	SB 5543
	Relating to mercury reduction
While the State has already limited the presence of mercury in a number of consumer products, significant volumes of mercury continues to be released into the environment from the improper disposal of some consumer products, such as fluorescent light tubes. 
  
	Requires recycling of mercury-containing lights, and prohibits their disposal in landfills or through incineration.
	Governor signed: Chapter 130, 2010 Laws
	King County is actively working on an aggressive recycling program, and seeks to limit the impact of toxic contaminants in its environment.  This legislation supports that interest.[do we have anything like this?]


6

