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SUBJECT

An ordinance adopting a new transportation concurrency test results map.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0309 would approve a new transportation concurrency map, Exhibit A to the proposed ordinance, in accordance with KCC 14.70.270A. Under the proposed map, all thirteen travel sheds received a “pass” rating, including the Green River Valley travel shed, which received a “fail” rating as recently as 2020.  

BACKGROUND 

The Concurrency System. The Transportation Concurrency Management Program for unincorporated King County addresses State Growth Management Act requirements that transportation infrastructure meet the needs of planned development.  The concurrency program is established in K.C.C. Chapter 14.70 and must be consistent with King County Comprehensive Plan policies. 

The King County Comprehensive Plan requires the concurrency system to use travel sheds to evaluate travel time and establishes the Level of Service (LOS) standards. LOS standards, ranging from “A” to “F”, are defined by average travel times in miles per hour for specific types of roads.  LOS A represents the highest travel speed and LOS F the lowest.  Rural roads must meet LOS B[footnoteRef:1] and urban roads must meet LOS E[footnoteRef:2].  Rural Towns (Vashon, Fall City, Snoqualmie Pass) are subject to LOS E.  Rural Neighborhood Commercial Centers (Cottage Lake, Cumberland, Maple Valley, Preston) are subject to LOS D[footnoteRef:3]. Minor developments and certain public and educational facilities are subject to LOS F.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  LOS B is defined as greater than 28 to 35 miles per hour for principal arterials and greater than 24 to 30 miles per hour for minor arterials]  [2:  LOS E is defined as greater than 13 to 17 miles per hour for principal arterials and greater than 10 to 14 miles per hour for minor arterials. ]  [3:  LOS D is defined as greater than 17 to 22 miles per hour for principal arterials and greater than 14 to 18 miles per hour for minor arterials. ]  [4:  LOS F is defined as less than or equal to 13 miles per hour for principal arterials and less than or equal to 10 miles per hour for minor arterials.
] 


King County’s current concurrency system evaluates travel time in thirteen travel sheds. For a travel shed to pass the concurrency test, at least 85 percent of miles of its associated arterials meet relevant LOS standards. If a travel shed fails the concurrency test, the area is closed to development.  

If a travel shed is closed to development, non-residential and residential developments are not allowed to proceed unless they are exempt from concurrency. Those exemptions are listed in KCC 14.70.285 and include: 

A. Development within the Urban Growth Area:

1. Short subdivisions (up to nine lots);
2. Any multifamily residential structure or structures totaling eight dwelling units or less;
3. Any new public senior high school;
4. Public agency or utility office or yard.

B. Development within the Rural Area:

1. Short subdivisions up to four lots, if for each lot that is created, one rural transferable development right (“TDR”) is purchased from the same travel shed;
2. When a short subdivision creates only two lots, then no TDR is required if: 
· the property has been owned by the applicant for five or more years; and 
· the property has not been subdivided in the last ten years. 

C. Development anywhere in unincorporated King County:

1. Any modification to an existing public senior high school regardless of location, including any renovation, expansion, modernization or reconstruction of existing facilities and the addition of relocatable facilities, only if the school prepares and implements a transportation demand management plan to reduce single occupant vehicle (“SOV”) travel by students, faculty, and staff.  New public high schools outside the Urban Growth Area must meet the Rural Area LOS B;
2. Parks;
3. Building permits for single-family structures;
4. The construction of a structure for a nonresidential use generating no more than twelve peak-period trips;
5. Any development that will not increase the traffic volumes in the peak period;
6. Any public elementary, middle, or junior high school facilities, including new facilities and any renovation, expansion, modernization or reconstruction of existing facilities and the addition of relocatable facilities;
7. Private elementary, middle, or junior high schools.  To qualify for the travel time level of service F standard, a school must prepare and implement a transportation demand management plan to reduce SOV travel by students, faculty, and staff.

Travel time data is collected for principal and minor arterials and analyzed to determine if these roads meet the appropriate LOS standard.  Travel times are measured from 4 to 6pm in the spring, which industry standards consider the most appropriate time to measure peak travel conditions.

Concurrency Status. Prior to the 2022 update, only the Green River Valley travel shed was closed to development due to failure to meet concurrency requirements. The other twelve travel sheds all pass the concurrency test.  

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0309 adopts a new concurrency map for unincorporated King County that is derived from travel time data collected in March 2022. Under the proposed new map all thirteen travel sheds received a pass rating, including the Green River Valley travel shed. Though a total of ten arterial road segments across travel sheds received a ‘fail’ test result, concurrency standard thresholds were not exceeded in any of the travel sheds.

The Green River Valley travel shed has historically and as recently as 2020, received a concurrency rating of ‘fail’. This travel shed contains the Green River Valley Agricultural Production District and, due to its unique agricultural zoning, has very limited development potential. According to the Executive, the updated ‘pass’ rating for this travel shed is not expected to have a significant impact for development given the shed’s lack of buildable land.  

A SEPA determination of nonsignificance was issued for the updated transportation concurrency map and notification on intent to adopt was provided to the Washington State Department of Commerce as required by state law.

INVITED

· Tricia Davis, Director, Road Services Division of the Department of Local Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0309 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
image1.png
kil

King County




