ATTACHMENT 2

[bookmark: _GoBack]Examples of positive results from incorporating restorative justice from schools across the country
· Using restorative circles, conferences, peer mediation and other approaches, the Minnesota Department of Education significantly reduced behavioral referrals and suspensions in two schools by 45 to 63 percent, increased academic achievement and significantly reduced behavior referrals and suspensions. In a recent survey, 277 schools principals reported that their schools used restorative practices (Minnesota Department of Education, 2003, 2011). 
· At Cole Middle School in Oakland, CA suspensions declined dramatically by 87 percent and expulsions declined to zero during the implementation of whole-school restorative justice (Sumner et. al, 2010), 
· In Denver, Colorado, a combination of informal classroom meetings, victim impact panels and restorative conferencing resulted in a 68 percent overall reduction in police tickets and a 40 percent overall reduction in out-of-school suspensions in seventeen schools (Advancement Project, 2010). 
· Upon implementing restorative circles, West Philadelphia High School saw a 50 percent decrease in suspensions, along with a 52 percent reduction in violent and serious acts during the 2007/08 school year, followed by a further reduction of 40 percent during the 2008-2009 school year (Lewis, 2009). 
· Successful implementation of restorative peer juries in Chicago, IL saved over 1,000 suspension days ((Dignity in Schools Fact Sheet, n.d.). 
· In Palm Beach Cty, FL, two schools have seen reductions in suspension days of between 130-300 days (Schiff, 2012) 
· Following the exceptional results at Cole Middle School in Oakland, CA, the Oakland Unified School District passed a resolution making restorative justice its official district policy (Oakland Unified School District, 2010). 
· In 2008, restorative practices were integrated into the 2007 Chicago Public Schools Student Code of Conduct and a school implementation guide was developed for the District (Ashley and Burke, 2009). 
· The School District of Palm Beach County is now including restorative justice in its menu of disciplinary options available to all county public schools (Lewis, 2012; Schiff, 2012). 
· In 2009, the San Francisco Unified School District Board of Education adopted Resolution No. 96-23A1 to replace some student suspensions with more restorative interventions. 
· Since 2008, Minneapolis Public Schools has offered restorative justice services for students recommended for expulsion, in partnership with community organizations such as the Legal Rights Center of Minneapolis. The Safe and Healthy Learners Unit at the Minnesota Department of Education has promoted and used restorative measures for over a decade. 
· As of August 2008, Denver Public Schools discipline policy includes restorative interventions that are problem-solving interventions done “with” (rather than “to”) the offender, are driven by the victim as much as is possible, and focus on identifying and repairing harm. 
· In 2009, Florida amended Section 3. Section 1006.13 “to encourage schools to use alternatives to expulsion or referral to law enforcement agencies by addressing disruptive behavior through restitution, civil citation, teen court, neighborhood restorative justice, or similar programs…” 
· Colorado’s 2012 School Discipline Bill SB 12-046, amended to HB 12-1345, required proportionate disciplinary interventions to reduce the number of school expulsions and referrals to law enforcement including plans for appropriate use of prevention, intervention, restorative justice, peer mediation, counseling, or other approaches to minimize student exposure to criminal justice system by August 2013. 
· Policymakers have introduced legislation to enable funding for restorative policy at the federal level. Specifically: 
· Restorative Justice in Schools Act (H.B. 415; Cohen, D-Tenn) would allow school districts to use Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding to train teachers and counselors in restorative justice and conflict resolution Successful, Safe, And Healthy Students Act (S. 919; Harkin, D-IA) includes funding and technical assistance for implementing restorative justice and school wide positive behavior supports. 
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Articles
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-47-summer-2014/feature/restoring-justice
http://www.morningsidecenter.org/blog/circle-building-community-school - a piece on restorative circles
http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/education-uprising/where-dignity-is-part-of-the-school-day
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Videos
RJ in the schools video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9pYuA3o6WuU   (of great interest to GHS faculty at a Professional Development in-service)
Oakland School District Circle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSJ2GPiptvc
Talking circles: http://www.tolerance.org/blog/talking-circles-restorative-justice-and-beyond
http://www.nacrj.org/resources/public-resources/recent-videos

Websites
NEA Restorative Practices: Fostering Healthy Relationships & Promoting Positive Discipline in Schools
A Guide for Educators March 2014	www.otlcampaign.org/restorative-practices
Implementing Restorative Justice: http://www.icjia.state.il.us/public/pdf/BARJ/SCHOOL%20BARJ%20GUIDEBOOOK.pdf


