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Metropolitan King County Council
Health, Housing, and Human Services

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5
	Name:
	Olivia Brey

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0107
	Date:
	July 1, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2025-0107 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Neal Black, who resides in council district six, to the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners, for a five-year term to expire on May 22, 2030.

BACKGROUND

The King County Housing Authority (KCHA) was established in 1939 by the King County Council to provide “decent, safe and sanitary housing for those families unable to obtain such housing elsewhere.” Housing authorities are authorized by state and federal law to issue tax-exempt debt to finance the acquisition, preservation, and development of affordable housing. KCHA is a municipal corporation and is governed under Chapter 35.82 RCW, which governs housing authorities.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Chapter 35.82 RCW: HOUSING AUTHORITIES LAW (wa.gov)] 


A board of commissioners is responsible for making strategic decisions and providing oversight of statutory, regulatory, contractual, and financial obligations.[footnoteRef:2] The KCHA Board of Commissioners is made up of 5 commissioners, appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council. Currently, Commissioner Douglas Barnes serves as the chair of the Board, but his term expired in May 2025 and he is not eligible for reappointment so a replacement commissioner is needed. [2:  US Department of Housing and Urban Development] 


King County Code (K.C.C.) 2.88.015[footnoteRef:3] requires that at least one person appointed to the Board of Commissioners be an individual who is directly assisted by the KCHA. The KCHA refers to this position as the "resident commissioner". Additionally, appointees may not serve for more than two successive terms. Filling an unexpired portion of a term counts toward the two-term limit. [3:  K.C.C.  2.88] 


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Neal Black works in council district six as a partner at Phinney Black LLP. He has over 26 years of experience as a lawyer, where he provides legal and strategic counseling to public and private companies. Mr. Black was elected to be a councilmember of the Kirkland City Council in 2019 and re-elected in 2021. He also serves on a number of boards, including the Board of Trustees for the King County Bar Association, and the Regional Law, Safety, and Justice Committee where he serves as the Chair.  

KCHA noted, "Mr. Black would provide valuable strategic advice and insight to KCHA as we work to address housing needs for the region's lowest income households."

ANALYSIS

If confirmed by the Council, Neal Black would be appointed to Position 5 for a full five-year term. Table 1 below shows the proposed composition of the Board.

Table 1. KCHA Board Profile

	Pos. #
	Name
	K.C.C. District
	Background and/or Representing
	Date Appointed
	Term Expires
	# of Appointed Terms

	1
	Jerry Lee
	6
	Community volunteer
	10/10/24
	5/22/26
	1 Partial

	2
	Tina Keys
	3
	Resident Commissioner
	10/9/24
	5/22/25
	1 Partial

	3
	Richard Jackson
	8 (Works)
	Community volunteer
	1/27/23
	5/22/27
	1 Full

	4
	Regina Elmi
	9
	Community volunteer
	2/23/21
	5/22/23
	1 Full

	5
	Neal Black (Proposed)
	6 (Works)
	Community volunteer
	To be determined
	5/22/30
	1 Full, subject to Council confirmation



Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointment. It appears to be consistent with the requirements of the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners. 

Currently, there are two members of the KCHA Board of Commissioners with expired terms. KCHA staff noted that they are working on asking members if they are interested in reappointment and preparing for recruitment for vacant positions. K.C.C. 2.28.003.C. states that “[a]ny member whose term has expired shall continue to serve until a successor is appointed […]”.

INVITED 

· Neal Black, Appointee to King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners
· Jessica de Barros, Vice President of Policy and Intergovernmental Affairs, King County Housing Authority
· Robin Walls, CEO, King County Housing Authority

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2025-0107 (attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal Letter for Neal Black
3. Legislative Review Form for Neal Black
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