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January 24, 2008

The Honorable Julia Patterson
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Patterson:

I am pleased to transmit to the council a proposed ordinance that would authorize the transfer of the county-owned Renton Pool to the Renton School District.  Passage of the legislation will further the objectives of county policies regarding the transfer of local urban park and recreation facilities to local providers consistent with the Parks Division Business Plan as well as the policies of Motion 12018 guiding the countywide Annexation Initiative.  

With the successful annexation election of the Benson Hill Communities to the city of Renton in November 2007, this area will be annexed to the city on March 1, 2008.  The Renton Pool is located in Benson Hill, on the premises of the district’s Lindbergh High School.  When the area is annexed, the pool will be located inside the city limits of Renton.  The pool is owned and operated by the county Parks and Recreation Division, and was built as part of the Forward Thrust bond program in the early 1970s.  The pool is one of two remaining local swimming pools operated in the urban area by King County; the other is the Evergreen Pool in White Center.  All other local pools previously owned by the county have been transferred either to cities, nonprofit operators, or school districts.   
In advance of the annexation election in November, there were extensive discussions between the city, the Renton school district and the county regarding the future operation of the Renton Pool, should the area annex.  Currently, provision of aquatics facilities and programming in the greater Renton area has been through a coordinated partnership between the city, county, and school district.  Many different transfer and operating arrangements were discussed and the parties agreed that the district would be the best steward of the pool when the area is annexed given that it is already operating the other year-round indoor public pool in the community.  The enclosed ordinance accomplishes the transfer of the pool improvements and related equipment to the district and terminates the underlying site lease between the district and the county for the property on which the pool is built.  The proposed transfer date is no earlier than March 1, 2008, the effective date of the Benson Hill communities annexation.  The general terms and conditions of the interlocal agreement (ILA) are consistent with past transfer agreements.  The transfer of the pool and its operation to the district will generate a net financial benefit of approximately $185,000 in 2008 to the general fund as the county will no longer have to subsidize the operating costs of the pool.  This net benefit is estimated to increase to nearly $230,000 in 2009 reflecting a full year of savings.  This budget impact, along with others, will be included in a separate supplemental budget ordinance regarding the annexation of Benson Hill to the city that I will transmit later in the first quarter.  
These three party discussions also led to the development of a separate proposed agreement between the city and the district in which the city will provide ongoing operating support to the district for the Renton Pool thus formalizing the partnership.  While King County is not a party to this second partnership agreement, the Benson Hill ILA between the county and Renton authorized by the council earlier this month does specifically reference the agreement as the amount of annexation funding provided by King County to Renton is dependent on the city and the district’s completion of the operating partnership.  If the city-district funding agreement is not completed by June 30, 2008, the county will retain $300,000 of annexation incentive funding in the event that we need to provide operating support to the district.
The Annexation Initiative motion adopted by the council clearly articulates that for a city to receive annexation incentive funds from the county, all local parks facilities including pools must be transferred from county operation and ownership.  While Renton does operate a seasonal outdoor pool, the city was not prepared to directly assume year round operations for an indoor facility.  By bringing in a third partner, the Renton School District, we were able to negotiate a solution that addresses the county’s specific objective of  divesting itself of local service facilities within city limits and forwards the broader city, school district, and community goal of preserving Renton Pool as a continuing asset for the community.
The district and the city are both in support of this proposed transfer.  I appreciate your favorable consideration of this ordinance.  If there are any questions, please contact Elissa Benson, Annexation Initiative Manager, Office of Management and Budget, at 206-296-3414. 
Sincerely,
Ron Sims

King County Executive
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