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King County



King County 2013 State Legislative Agenda
King County’s top state legislative priorities represent a commitment to meeting the critical needs of its residents despite ongoing challenges. This agenda aims to protect essential functions ranging from health and human services to sustainable funding for local roads and transit. It reflects the County’s partnerships with our public employees and with state agencies, as well as our desire to make King County a thriving hub of economic development and job creation. These key policy objectives further support the county’s Strategic Plan and its focus on efficiency, partnerships, and customer service.

Preservation of the Safety Net: Sustaining Health Care, Housing, and Human Services

King County believes in preserving the safety net of basic services for its residents. Funding for programs that are critical to maintaining a foundational level of support for our communities include those that provide maternity support, mental health, public and primary health care, substance abuse, family planning, domestic violence and sexual assault survivor services, housing and services for low income and homeless persons, food assistance, employment training and services, and disability & developmental disability services. We support the implementation of health reform provisions that will strengthen access to quality health and human services for all residents, that will further integrate primary and behavioral health care services, and that will support provision of preventive services that address the underlying causes of health inequities. Cuts at the state level often compound those from the federal government, and that magnifying effect is appreciable. King County welcomes opportunities to preserve efficient and effective safety net programs through funding tools that can be implemented at the local level.
Resources for Transportation Needs – Funding, Tools & Flexibility for Transit & Roads

Funding mechanisms supporting both roads and transit are fundamentally flawed, and the County struggles to provide basic levels of service. New state revenues and local financing tools should prioritize resources for preserving local and regional roads and bridges, sustainable funding sources for public transportation, and giving regions flexibility to make investments to meet their economic development needs. King County supports additional direct state support for local and regional needs, as well as local revenue tools to augment the state’s direct investment. State projects must also adequately address the impact on and partnership with King County where appropriate. The State has not provided for any mitigation for the central portion of the Alaskan Way Viaduct corridor, where transit capacity is critical in order for the Bored Tunnel project to succeed. The State must also advance a design for the reconstructed Colman Dock that accommodates passenger ferry operations in a meaningful, multimodal fashion. Both directly distributed and competitive state and federal funds continue to be key resources for the County’s diverse transportation needs.

Consolidation of Special Districts’ Governance into County Government

The careful consolidation of the King County Ferry and Flood Control Zone Districts’ governance and oversight into the County could achieve considerable efficiencies and savings that could translate to greater deployed services. It is critical that the existing property tax authorities supporting the Districts each be maintained separate from the existing County’s general taxing authority, in order to preserve the resources necessary to support these critical public safety and transportation & mobility services for county residents without expanding the Districts’ current scope of authorization.

Preserve Existing Authority & Additional Local Revenue Options and Flexibility

Local governments need increased access to existing and new revenue tools in order to maintain and improve core services and quality of life in the face of decreasing support from the state and federal government. The County must both preserve its current revenue authority and gain additional flexibility within existing mechanisms. Financial partnerships between the State and local governments like the annexation sales tax credit are built on a mutual trust and provide critical flexible resources. Counties also seek new councilmatic and voter-approved revenue tools to accommodate additional demands and services shifted to counties.
Revising Contracting Requirements to Utilize County Employees for Selected Functions 
There are sometimes occasions where it is more cost- and time-efficient to keep certain functions internal to county departments, maximizing flexibility and minimizing delay. Minor or emergency repair of public infrastructure like county roads, or uniquely bio-engineered flood plain restoration work are two prime examples where state-governed day labor limits and definitions could be modified favorably. These types of smaller repair projects can often be more efficiently implemented by a local jurisdiction’s work force rather than following public work procurement processes, which are not always cost effective or timely for these smaller repair projects. These changes, however, would not include revisions to procurement procedures related to most major public works projects.
Strengthen Partnerships with the State Department of Corrections
The State continues to struggle with the demands of a still growing inmate population, in spite of limited physical and human resources to accommodate them. At the same time, King County has excess correctional capacity and is a willing partner in helping the State manage its inmate housing needs. King County supports a focused conversation with key officials in both the Administration and the Legislature to determine what role King County can play in helping effectively manage some of the state’s corrections population, including appropriate contract rates and any necessary policy changes to ensure public safety. A partnership of this kind can also provide transitional services to persons leaving the prison system to better prepare them for release.

Policy Reforms and Resources for Gang Violence Prevention & Intervention
Keeping the public safe is a top priority for King County, and the proliferation of gang activity is a threat to public safety. King County has invested significant resources to enhance gang intervention and prevention efforts. We support full funding of state investments in youth violence prevention and intervention programs, which have been proven to redirect youth away from becoming involved in gangs. While we support reforming the law related to firearm possession by juveniles to allow for escalating penalties for those who have a record of unlawful possession charges, we must simultaneously provide holistic prevention and intervention strategies to these youth and their families, to provide the opportunity to turn their lives around. Despite the budget challenges facing the state, programs that foster safe environments for our kids should be preserved. Following established best practices, only a comprehensive, balanced approach of prevention, intervention, suppression, and reentry will accomplish this goal.
Action and Resources to Fight Human Trafficking

Washington state and King County are focal points for human trafficking, including domestic minor sex trafficking, as gangs find that prostituting minors is a source of prestige and income. A comprehensive approach to combatting human trafficking is essential in order to have a meaningful impact on its reduction.  A comprehensive approach would include a rescue and recovery model so that youth, girls, and women are safely identified and removed from their traffickers so that they begin a healthy recovery.  In addition, counties must be positioned to uniformly enforce the many laws already adopted in Washington State and prosecute the perpetrators of human trafficking, both those who supply the victims and those who buy them. King County prioritizes this work and supports any effort that allows for more resources to implement this approach to effectively address human trafficking.
   Contact: Genesee Adkins, Director of Government Relations       206-790-9168       genesee.adkins@kingcounty.gov         p. 2

