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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2018-0124 would express support for the city of Seattle’s proposal to be a host city for the 2026 Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) World Cup.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2018-0124 would express support for the city of Seattle’s proposal to be a host city for the 2026 FIFA World Cup. It is anticipated that FIFA will determine the final host country or countries for 2026 by June 2018 and, along with the United Bid Committee, will determine final host cities five years before the event. 

The proposed motion would affirm the intent of the Council to work collaboratively with the city of Seattle and stakeholders to highlight the area as an attractive host for an international soccer tournament and to ensure that “the proposal to host the 2026 FIFA World Cup will result in an outstanding event that is beneficial for the region, our residents and businesses.”

BACKGROUND 

In July 2017, the City of Seattle was approached by the President of the US Soccer Federation to take part in a combined effort of cities from Canada, Mexico, and the United States to win the right to host the 2026 FIFA World Cup in North America coordinated by an entity called the 2026 United Bid Committee. On January 16, 2018, the Seattle City Council passed a resolution[footnoteRef:1] declaring its support of the city's proposal to be a host city for the 2026 FIFA World Cup. City elected officials noted at the time that Seattle has existing sports infrastructure, public transportation, and an engaged soccer fan base, making the city’s bid competitive.  [1:  City of Seattle Resolution 31791] 


City staff noted that recreational soccer is one of the most popular sports in the region which was made evident in 2017 when the Seattle Sounders achieved Major League Soccer’s second highest national cumulative home attendance with more than 740,000 people. City staff also noted that more than 125,000 young people in the state actively compete in soccer and note that hosting the World Cup in Seattle would provide local soccer fans with the opportunity to attend an international competition.

ANALYSIS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Motion 2018-0124 would express King County Council’s support for the City of Seattle’s proposal to host the World Cup in 2026. 

King County has invested in recreational soccer facilities during the last several decades. As the resolution notes, the King County Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks has more than 20 soccer fields in its athletic field inventory that are used by youth and adult soccer teams from across King County. 

Representatives of the Seattle Host Committee estimate that hosting the World Cup would boost economic activity in the region, citing the estimated four billion dollars in economic benefits generated for the United States from hosting the 1994 FIFA World Cup. 

This benefit could be increased due to the increased number of matches that will be played as part of the 2026 World Cup. In 1994, a total of 52 matches were played.[footnoteRef:2] However, in 2026, there will be a total of 80 matches, due to a FIFA vote in 2017 to expand the tournament from 32 teams to 48. According to a study conducted by the Boston Consulting Group (BCG) on behalf of the United Bid Committee, the 2026 World Cup could generate more than five billion dollars in short-term economic activity in the hosting country and $160 - $620 million in incremental economic activity in individual host cities.[footnoteRef:3] BCG states this would be a, “net benefit of approximately $90 - $480 million per city after accounting for potential public costs.”[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  Unanimous decision expands FIFA World Cup™ to 48 teams from 2026 https://www.fifa.com/about-fifa/news/y=2017/m=1/news=fifa-council-unanimously-decides-on-expansion-of-the-fifa-world-cuptm--2863100.html ]  [3:  United Bid Committee: Hosting the 2026 FIFA World Cup, February 8, 2018 https://www.united2026.com/en/news/usa/united-bid-committee-hosting-2026-fifa-world-cuptm-could-create-more-5-billion-economic   ]  [4:  Ibid.] 


Proposals by countries bidding to host the 2026 World Cup are due to FIFA by March 16, 2018. The FIFA Congress will vote on June 13, 2018, to determine the selection of candidate member associations to host the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 

ATTACHMENTS
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