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Metropolitan King County Council

Natural Resources and Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	4
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2004-0311
	Date:
	July 8, 2004

	Invited:
	Christie True, Manager, Major CIP Section, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT:  Memoranda of Agreement between the Lake Forest Park Water District (LFPWD) and King County describing mitigation to offset impacts of the Brightwater project.

SUMMARY:  In January 2004, the County Executive announced the selection of the ‘Route 9’ site as the location for the Brightwater regional wastewater treatment plant, after an extended period of public outreach, publication of preliminary and final environmental impact statements, the approval of a Regional Wastewater Services Plan directing the selection of a site, and other preparatory efforts.  

While the Route 9 site will be located in unincorporated Snohomish County, the conveyance pipelines will cross into King County, as they lead from the site to the proposed outfall location, traversing through or near cities in King and Snohomish Counties, as well as the Lake Forest Park Water District.  The conveyance line will include five ‘portals’—sites where tunnel boring machines will enter and exit the tunnel, and where removed soils will be temporarily placed, and where staging of equipment and materials for tunnel construction will occur.

The Wastewater Treatment Division and the Lake Forest Park Water District undertook negotiations to address the District’s concerns with regards to impacts of the Brightwater project, and potential mitigation measures.  

The parties recently agreed on mitigation measures described below.  Key elements of the memorandum of agreement are as follows:  
Exhibit 1 of the agreement describes geotechnical and water quality monitoring work, and a potable water supply replacement plan.  It addresses: 

· the depth, design and locations of monitoring wells; 

· the capabilities and management of data logging equipment; 

· the types of hydraulic testing; 

· measuring parameters for groundwater testing; 

· data analysis and presentation;  
· tunnel bore and portal design criteria; 

· groundwater level and water quality monitoring requirements;

· reporting procedures for tunnel work performed near the source aquifer; 

· monitoring and inspections following completion of construction;

· In addition, while the parties agree that the likelihood of impacts not contemplated by he Final EIS are remote, they agree to mitigation measures as a ‘reasonable safeguard’, including the drilling and development of a new deep water well source, or if this is infeasible, the creation of an intertie for the District to obtain potable water from Seattle Public Utilities, with King County assuming required costs.  The parties acknowledge that permitting and water rights requirements may obstruct either of these mitigation measures, but that the county will make good faith efforts to pursue these measures.   

The agreement requires that the county let, pay for, and administer all contracts, personnel and contractors; perform the required work; give due consideration to District comments; pay District expenses incurred as a result of the work; provide access to the tunnel by the District; and provide appropriate reports and documents to the District.  Provision for cost, billing and payment; for duration, termination and amendment; and for indemnification and hold harmless are addressed.  

The fiscal note prepared for this proposed ordinance identifies a total of $912,120 in costs associated with this proposed mitigation package.  $88,000,000 is identified for mitigation purposes in Brightwater expenditure assumptions.  

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0311 (with attachments)

a. Memorandum of Agreement between King County and Lake Forest Park Water District regarding Mitigation for the Brightwater Project

2. Transmittal Letter

3. Fiscal Note
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