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Brief Background

Conservation Futures Levy 

King County’s Conservation Futures tax (CFT) is a dedicated portion of property taxes that are collected throughout King County. CFT funds are used to purchase open space lands and conservation easements in rural unincorporated King County, and in King County’s cities. The King County CFT Citizens Committee conducts an annual review of applications for CFT funds, and it recommends project funding allocations to the King County Council and Executive, which in turn approve the projects by ordinance each fall. CFT projects must have matching funds on at least a dollar-for-dollar basis. The Committee’s recommendations for this year are based on an estimated $8,761,820 in available CFT Funds for 2014, plus $527,096 in CFT funds that are being disappropriated from older CFT projects that been completed under budget or abandoned. It should be stressed that all properties acquired with CFT funds must be from willing sellers on a voluntary basis.

Proposed King County Parks Levy – Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund

	In 2007 King County voters approved a six-year Parks Expansion Levy (PEL) that included funding for open space and trail acquisition projects in unincorporated King County. In an effort to better coordinate open space acquisition funding, the CFT Citizens Committee was directed by the King County Council and Executive to make concurrent recommendations for King County open space acquisitions funded with PEL and CFT. In August 2013, King County will place on the ballot a replacement six-year parks levy that will again include funding for regional open space and trail acquisition projects. The CFT Committee has therefore included in this report its recommendations for open space and trail acquisition projects totaling $6 million, should the proposed parks levy ballot measure be approved. The most significant overall factor affecting this year’s recommendations is the renewal of the King County parks levy. Over the past six years, PEL funds have played a critical role in helping to finance recent park and natural land acquisitions in unincorporated King County, due to their availability during an economic recession, and the diminishment of other funding sources in recent years. They have helped enable King County to make many timely acquisition opportunities that became available during the past six years. The replacement levy will provide for park maintenance and capital project funding for another six years beginning in 2014. If it is approved by the electorate of King County, the proposed regional open space and trail acquisition component of the levy will provide six million dollars per year. The Committee has made contingent project funding recommendations for the first year of collections of the levy (2014), so that if the levy passes there can be continuity in unincorporated King County open space acquisition efforts. 
Several of the King County project applicants this year requested an equal amount of CFT and proposed parks levy funding, but since there would potentially be more of the park levy funding available than CFT funding, for some projects the Committee has recommended higher levels of parks levy funding than was requested. As with CFT funds, the lands that will be purchased with funds from the proposed park levy must also be from willing sellers.

The Committee’s application review and recommendation process 

In March 2013, applications were forwarded to the Committee by city and King County agencies. The Committee conducted an initial review of the applications and then went on evening and weekend field trips to view the application sites. This year there were six field trips. The applicants typically met the Committee on the sites, discussed their projects, and answered questions. The Committee then met twice in early May to discuss the applications and to recommend funding. The application review included looking at the open space resources and benefits of proposed projects; the likelihood of success of the projects; types of projects (such as farmland, passive recreation, trails, salmon habitat, or in-city green spaces); equity and social justice goals; the threat of loss of projects that are not fully funded; and then an overall balancing of geographic distribution. There were 41 applications this year between the two funding sources, with King County submitting 25 (3 of which were located in cities), Seattle submitting five (an additional application was withdrawn), and 11 suburban city projects, which was a slight overall increase in suburban city applications from last year.


King County Equity and Social Justice Goals

	An important focus for the Committee this year was paying closer attention to how projects can help contribute to meeting King County’s broader Equity and Social justice goals as they relate to the acquisition of open space, passive recreation trails, and natural resource lands. It should be pointed out that an overriding attribute to public open space is that where appropriate, it can often offer free access to the natural environment,  including rivers, streams and mountains, fish and wildlife, urban greenbelts, city parks, or community gardens that would otherwise be unavailable in private ownership. In urban areas, the recommended CFT and parks levy projects are typically located in neighborhoods with greenspace deficits and a need for additional public open space. A new park on the Duwamish Waterway proposed by Seattle for the South Park neighborhood is one notable example, as is a greenspace addition in Auburn. While some of the projects proposed for funding with park levy and CFT funds are located in urban neighborhoods with lower or mixed-income residents, it is important to recognize that in unincorporated King County, where most of the King County’s natural lands are purchased, there is a high number of the county’s lower income residents. For example, a levee setback project on the Tolt River in Carnation will provide access to rural lower-income residents who frequent the Tolt River for fishing, picnics and general enjoyment of the outdoors. Other projects benefitting lower income residents are noted in the report. 

	Last year, the Committee celebrated with King County and its many partners over the years the 30th anniversary of the King County Conservation Futures Program. As we move forward into the future with this latest recommendation, the Committee would again like to commend King County and its cities for their ongoing commitment to preserving our region’s natural heritage and outdoor recreation opportunities.


Summary Highlights of 2014 Recommendations


Suburban City Projects:

· Auburn is working to connect Les Gove Park, its main downtown park, with Auburn Way South. It will purchase 1.44 acres of developed properties and convert them to green space, to provide greater visibility for the park and provide green visual relief along this busy commercial corridor. 

· On Russell Road, the City of Kent is acquiring a 1.78-acre property on  the Green River, immediately south of Van Doren’s Landing Park on the highly popular Green River Regional Trail. The project will allow for the re-construction of a failing river levee, including widening the river channel to improve salmon habitat. It is a WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan priority.   

· Bellevue continues a longstanding effort to preserve its greenways and open space system. This year it is working with the Bridal Trails Community Club and neighborhood residents in north Bellevue to protect open space and improve trail access to Bridal Trails State Park. 

· Woodinville is recommended to receive funds to purchase a small property on Little Bear Creek, adjacent to habitat land owned by the city, to improve creek habitat and provide a trail link.    

· The Normandy Park Nearshore project will, in phases, preserve a forested shoreline bluff property that feeds sand and gravel to the beach and intertidal zone below. It will benefit aquatic species and is important to in the life cycle of juvenile salmon from throughout Puget Sound. On a site visit, the Committee observed an eagle and a peregrine falcon on this property.  

· Redmond has purchased a 14.65-acre, half-mile linear corridor just north of State Route 520, running east from the confluence of Bear Creek and the Sammamish Slough. Redmond will restore the creek habitat, which was heavily impacted when the highway was built decades ago. 

· Snoqualmie is continuing its Riverfront Reach acquisition project to create a linear waterfront park along the Snoqualmie River in the historic downtown area. This year’s recommended CFT allocation would help purchase small inholding parcels in this multi-year effort.   

· Kirkland has acquired almost two acres of forest that will be a significant addition to Juanita Heights Park in north Kirkland. CFT funding would reimburse a portion of Kirkland’s acquisition costs.

· The City of Issaquah’s CFT project on Issaquah Creek will conserve additional property as the current phase in a two-decade effort to protect the natural values of the creek within the city. The highest priority property this year is a creek confluence that buffers a protected eagle’s nest.

· Covington is implementing its in-city trails plan with the initial acquisition of property on SE Wax Road, across from a future Town Center Park. The property will be a key entryway to the trail system, and will protect riparian habitat on Jenkins Creek. 

· With the support of the City of Carnation, King County will acquire 17.93 acres on the Tolt River within the city limits, to set back a levee and re-connect riparian forest to the river. The project will widen the river channel and restore habitat necessary for threatened chinook, steelhead, and other salmon species.
 

Seattle Projects: 

· Seattle will acquire a new 1.3-acre park on the Duwamish Waterway in the South Park community. The park is adjacent to the new South Park Bridge, which is scheduled to be completed later this year. It will be a gathering space for the community, provide waterfront access, allow for habitat restoration, and provide a setting for environmental interpretation along the shoreline.

· Following initial funding for the Smith Cove Park Addition CFT project last year, Seattle is recommended to receive additional CFT funds for the project. It will provide waterfront access on Puget Sound’s Elliot Bay, just south of the Magnolia Bridge. 

· The site for a future quarter-acre urban village park will be acquired and created in the West Seattle Junction neighborhood, at 40th Avenue just off of SW Alaska Street. This is a redeveloping, mixed income, high density neighborhood with a shortage of parks and green spaces.

· In the Crown Hill neighborhood, the Seattle Parks and Recreation Department will acquire a .25-acre property to expand and improve Baker Park, a small neighborhood greenspace in a mixed income neighborhood on 14th Avenue NW.  

· A new neighborhood park in West Seattle, currently owned by a church and being used informally by the local community, will be acquired and preserved as a neighborhood greenspace. It is located at 48th Avenue SW and SW Charlestown Street.  


Unincorporated King County Projects: 

· In the Middle Green River basin, King County has targeted up to four priority acquisition areas to continue its long-term efforts to protect riparian and forest habitat. The project also has a goal of providing passive outdoor public recreation opportunities, which are located just a few miles from the cities of south King County.  

· A 68-acre forest on Vashon Island’s Shinglemill Creek will be permanently protected for habitat values, in partnership with the Vashon Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT). It lies directly upstream from Fern Cove, which is a high quality habitat, alluvial delta that empties into Puget Sound. The project will also preserve salmon habitat and a well-used community trail corridor along the creek. 

· As part of a multiple-year effort involving several agencies, King County will acquire additional properties along the Tolt River to allow for the widening of the natural river channel and the restoration of habitat for threatened chinook and steelhead.

· In partnership with the Trust for Public Land and the Issaquah Alps Trails Club, the Cougar-Squak Corridor project will attempt to acquire a five-parcel, 216-acre site that is the largest undeveloped and unprotected property on Squak Mountain. It has mature second growth forest and headwaters to May Creek. The property will provide additional trail access to Squak Mountain, and it has amazing views of south King County, Puget Sound, and the Olympic Mountains beyond. 

· King County will acquire additional inholding parcels in the Griffin Creek Natural Area, a creek with some of King County’s highest quality riparian habitat and best watershed protection. It will preserve salmon habitat and allow for the restoration of a small area of degraded habitat. 

· Several small properties with high quality Puget Sound shoreline habitat will be added to the Piner Point Natural Area on the southern tip of Maury Island. This project benefits marine species and salmon from all of King County’s rivers, which use the shoreline as part of their life cycle. 

· The Dairies in King County/Transferable Development Rights (TDR) project will help strengthen King County’s agricultural districts by purchasing development rights from some of the largest dairy farms in the county that are not permanently protected from development.  

· In partnership with the Trust for Public Land, the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, and the State of Washington Department of Natural Resources, King County will acquire a forest conservation easement over approximately 105 scenic acres in the Raging River Headwaters, overlooking Interstate 90 near its intersection with State Route 18. 

· A 243-acre, recently-harvested forest on the Black Diamond-Ravensdale Road will be acquired. It is a popular mountain biking area, and a major greenbelt separator between the cities of Maple Valley and Black Diamond. The preservation of greenbelt urban separators is an important goal of the State of Washington Growth Management Act.

· A 20-acre forest conservation easement in Bear Creek’s headwaters will be acquired in the Paradise Valley area. Efforts to permanently protect the Bear Creek headwaters is a longstanding King County priority, and CFT funds for this easement will help protect this important area.       

· In the southeast King County community of Kangley, the King County Parks Division will acquire a trail link and parking area between the Kent-Kangley Road and King County’s 285-acre Sugarloaf Mountain Forest, which was acquired several years ago.

· Funding is recommended for a project that will acquire up to 23 acres on a hillside next to a popular hiking trail at King County’s Pinnacle Peak Park, which is south of the City of Enumclaw, just north of the White River.

· Several other projects in unincorporated King County will preserve additional green spaces and habitat, and provide public access for outdoor recreation. 








 	 






RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS



SUBURBAN CITIES

Auburn  - Les Gove Park Expansion  	$ 650,000	$ 325,000 
	Recommendation:  This is a four-parcel acquisition project totaling 1.44 acres on Auburn Way at 12th Street SE in downtown Auburn. The primary purpose of the project is to create a visual presence for Les Gove Park from Auburn Way South, one of Auburn’s most traveled thoroughfares. The park is adjacent to Auburn’s Library, Senior Center, Activity Center, the White River Museum, and a future community center, helping to create a campus-like setting for these institutions. Les Gove Park is not currently visible from Auburn Way, which is generally an unbroken chain of small commercial establishments and parking lots. Auburn is trying to improve this situation so more residents will know the park is there, and so it can become a more attractive central park. Auburn has discussed purchase of the properties with the owners, and they are available for sale. This expansion was included in a community visioning process that was used to help create the Les Gove Park Expansion Plan (2010), and it has been part of the city council’s vision plans from 2009 and 2012. There is an adjacent gas station at the corner of Auburn Way South and 12th Street SE that currently does not have a willing seller, but Auburn hopes to be able to acquire it in the longer term. A community center will be rebuilt along 12th Street SE where a YWCA previously stood. That facility was demolished, with expectation that a replacement facility would be constructed there in the future. Auburn does not currently have funds to match this CFT request, but it feels that CFT funds will help it to attract and gain support for such funds in the future. The recommended allocation will begin the funding effort for the proposed acquisitions.

Bellevue - Bellevue Greenways and Open Space System  	$ 774,000	$ 650,000 
	Recommendation:  Over the past two decades, the City of Bellevue Parks Department has been successfully using CFT funds to help acquire some of the remaining green spaces in the city’s planned open space and greenways system. These acquisitions have included lands on Lake Washington at Meydenbauer Bay and Mercer Slough, woodland greenbelts in the Richards Valley area, waterfront on Lake Sammamish, and open spaces south of I-90 near Cougar Mountain. Bellevue has an excellent record of acquiring properties when granted CFT funds. Currently, Bellevue is trying to preserve more open space and provide better public access to Bridal Trails State Park in the Bridal Trails neighborhood of north Bellevue. The Bellevue Parks Department has been working with the Bridal Trails Community Club, a non-profit neighborhood group, to identify trail connections and additions to the local greenway system. Through this process, Bellevue is identifying open space properties that meet the needs of residents in the area. One potential opportunity is a three-parcel, 15-acre wetland area located on 116th Avenue NE. It contains habitat for avian and wildlife species, and could provide a more inviting, off-road trail experience. In 2014, after Bellevue has identified a preferred site, it will return to the CFT Committee to seek a formal recommendation on the purchase of a specific site, followed by approval from King County. The recommended level of funding reflects the Committee’s confidence that Bellevue and the community can identify a site for acquisition by early 2014. 




Carnation (King County) - Lower Tolt - Swiftwater	$ 215,000	$ 215,000 
	Recommendation:  This project is located within the city limits of the City of Carnation, however, the application was submitted by King County with the strong support of Carnation. The project consists of the acquisition of 17.93 acres on the north bank of the Tolt River, immediately east of the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail. King County has purchased over 400 acres along the Tolt River in recent years in an effort to set back levees that have restricted salmon spawning habitat, and to restore side channels and other natural habitat along the river. On this site, King County will remove a levee that is located close to the river channel and will construct a new levee along the northern boundary of the property. Adjacent homes to the north will continue to be protected, but the levee relocation will allow the Tolt River channel to move in a more natural, less restricted manner. This will greatly improve spawning habitat for threatened chinook and other fish species. A pedestrian walkway along the river on the existing levee will be replaced by a riverside foot path, while the replacement levee will have a trail that is similar to the trail on the existing levee. The property is river bottom/riparian woodland, with habitat for wildlife that includes migratory songbirds, pileated woodpecker, and black bear. Merganser and heron are also found in the river. Many local area residents use this part of the river for passive recreation, especially in the summer. This project helps King County meet a goal of having greater equity in the provision of open space, as there are many lower-income residents and Hispanic families in the area who use the trail or picnic along the river. King County has a signed agreement with the landowner that is dependent on financing, and the Committee therefore recommends full funding. This is a project of regional significance, because it is adjacent to the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail, and is a significant project for helping to restore threatened chinook on one of two most productive stream reaches for chinook spawning in WRIA 7.


Covington (King County) - Soos Creek Park/Trail Add.    CFT:  $ 99,000	   $ 99,000 
	     King County Parks Levy:   $ 99,000	   $ 99,000
	Recommendation: This project is located within the City of Covington, however, the applicant is the King County Parks Division, which will acquire it as a link in the Soos Creek Regional Trail. The King County Roads Division intends to sell this property as surplus to its needs and the King County Parks Division has identified it as an important property for the extension of the Soos Creek Regional Trail, a 7.5 mile paved trail through Soos Creek Park. The property was originally purchased with dedicated King County Roads Tax funds, and when such a property is sold as surplus, the sale proceeds must be retained for other road-related purposes. The property is 22 acres and is located on SE 272nd Street and 156th Place NE in Covington, adjacent the city boundary with Kent. About an acre of the property in the southwest corner of the parcel is excluded from the purchase, because it is being acquired by the Soos Creek Water and Sewer District for a small service building. The site was formerly called the “Calhoun Pit”, because it once provided gravel for the Roads Division, but it is now primarily woodland. Soos Creek Park contains an extensive wetland system throughout its length. It supports numerous large mammal species, including black bear and coyote, 120 bird species that include heron and red-tail hawk, western pearl shell mussel, and it has historic coho and chum salmon habitat. The property is part of a wildlife corridor between Soos Creek Park and Little Soos Creek, which lies just east of the property. The Soos Creek Regional Trail system will be extended through the site to help connect Soos Creek Regional Park with the rapidly growing City of Covington. By significantly contributing to a greenbelt separator between Covington and Kent, the site also helps accomplish an important goal of the State Growth Management Act (GMA). This property is being offered at a relatively low price and will be matched with proposed King County park levy funds. The project is supported by the Friends of Soos Creek Park, an official adopt-a-park group for the park, and the South County Chapter of the Sierra Club. There are two other small parcels identified in the application along with Calhoun Pit that may be the site of future acquisition work, but the first priority of this project is the Calhoun Pit.  

Covington - South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek	$ 630,143	$ 200,000 
	Recommendation:  This project consists of three parcels totaling 5.65 acres on SE Wax Road, in the Jenkins Creek corridor. There is a dual goal for the project: the first is creating a trail connection between the planned Covington Town Center, which is located nearby to the northeast, and a city-wide trail system that connects with other Covington parks and open spaces. The second goal is habitat protection along Jenkins Creek, which runs parallel to the future trail. The project site is critically located at a planned trail crossing on SE Wax Road. One parcel that is just over three acres is the first priority for acquisition. It has a longstanding willing seller. The zoning density in this area of the city has been increased significantly and it will be more intensively developed in the future. As a result, the area is becoming densely populated. This part of Covington is currently underserved by parks, and the City of Covington has a planned trail system that will link areas of the city to existing and proposed parks and trails. The project has been identified in multiple plans, including Covington’s Comprehensive Plan, and its Parks Capital Improvement Program going back to 2006. A trail will be located along Jenkins Creek, and a project goal is to provide additional protection to the aquatic natural resources of the creek, which has high quality salmon habitat. Local citizen watchdogs, including the Friends of the Middle Green, are active in the trail planning, stewardship, and creek protection efforts. The implementation of this project is just beginning, and there is a lack of currently identified matching funds. Covington has applied for and a relatively low amount of CFT funding in the past, and it should receive initial funding for this project to help it identify and leverage additional matching funds. 

Issaquah - Issaquah Creek Waterways 	$ 250,000          	$ 250,000 
	Recommendation:  This project is a continuation of Issaquah’s longstanding streamside habitat acquisition program on Issaquah Creek within the city limits. It is the result of visioning plans and supporting public opinion polls that go back more than two decades. This is a multiple-parcel project, with the first priority target acquisitions for this year situated at or near the confluence of the main stem of Issaquah Creek and the North Fork of Issaquah Creek. The highest priority is a 1.61-acre property at the confluence of the two creek branches. The property contains important habitat for salmon and other aquatic and wildlife species. Strong evidence of this is an eagle’s nest on an adjacent protected open space tract just west of the parcel. It has a willing seller, with a house that will be removed. Issaquah plans to restore the site by removing non-native plant species and replanting with native species. The creek confluence is located between Interstate 90 and the outlet of Issaquah Creek on Lake Sammamish, and the adjacent habitat is an essential refuge for migrating salmon, which typically pause at stream and river confluences before moving further upstream. This is a Tier 1 priority WRIA 8 Conservation Plan project. Issaquah Creek is an urban greenway within the city limits, and it leads to several miles of protected upstream habitat in unincorporated King County. It should be noted that during the application evaluation process, Issaquah lowered its funding request from $500,000 down to $250,000, based on updated information. 

Kent - Holiday Kennel Levee Setback	$ 380,000	$ 350,000  
	Recommendation: The City of Kent will purchase a 1.78-acre property located between the Green River and Russell Road, just south of Van Doren’s Landing Park in Kent. The project is necessary to allow for the replacement of a river levee that is eroding and slumping. The current condition of the levee poses an increasing risk of breaching and causing flood damage in the Kent Valley. Kent will implement a more fish-friendly solution by setting back and re-shaping the levee from its current location, widening the river channel, and restoring its complexity and meandering capabilities. The project is listed in the Green/Duwamish Salmon Habitat Plan, because it will improve the habitat for several salmon species and steelhead that migrate through the river. This stretch of the river has a cold water hole that the fish settle in on their way up stream. There is an existing kennel business behind the levee that must be moved in order for the levee to be set back. Over the past two years, King County has allocated Conservation Futures to this same project area for the purchase of parcels immediately to the south, also for the purpose of setting back the levee and improving fish habitat. These parcels are collectively surrounded by over 300 acres of parks and open space owned by Kent, which gives significant flexibility for siting the replacement levee. Matching funds are from the King County Flood Control District (KCFCD), and the King County Rivers and Floodplain Management Section is working with Kent in this effort. The project is also a Muckleshoot Tribe conservation priority. The Green River Regional Trail runs immediately adjacent to the property along top of the levee, and will it be included on the new levee. This project helps provide a riverside open space for an underserved population in Kent and in south King County. The Committee’s recommended funding takes into account that Kent’s request is based on the highest end of estimated ranges of project costs in their application. 

Kirkland - Warsinske (Juanita Heights Park)	$ 197,562	$ 170,562
	Re-allocated CFT:	     $ 27,000
	Recommendation: This project consists of five undeveloped, wooded parcels totaling 1.89 acres, located at NE 124th Street 88th Place NE in Kirkland. The properties are an addition to Juanita Heights Park in the Juanita neighborhood of Kirkland. The properties are part of a forested urban wildlife corridor that extends down from the still-undeveloped hillside woodlands of Juanita Heights down towards Lake Washington. The area offers an opportunity to view avian and upland wildlife species that can be found more typically in urban areas. It is also in the drainage of Juanita Creek, helping to protect the water quality of the creek before it flows into Lake Washington. The properties also contain some large, second growth cedar trees that are rare in an urban environment. Kirkland is under contract to purchase the property from an owner who has been a longtime steward of the natural values on the site, and who would prefer to sell the land to the city so it can be preserved. The acquisition costs are therefore accurately known. The Committee recommends fully funding the project, in recognition of its relatively modest costs and Kirkland’s excellent track record for completing open space acquisition projects in recent years. $27,000 should come from remaining CFT funds that were recommended to be retained for this year’s annual funding round from recently completed or abandoned projects, as described in the Committee’s Annual Project Progress Report issued on March 31st, 2013.
 

Normandy Park - Normandy Park Nearshore   	$ 252,920	$ 252,920 
	Recommendation:  The Normandy Park Nearshore project consists of the acquisition of up to 8.72 acres and 300 feet of marine shoreline habitat on Puget Sound. The preservation of saltwater shoreline habitat is a high priority of the Green-Duwamish and Central Puget Sound/WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. The site is primarily a forested bluff that has abundant shoreline wildlife, including an eagle and a peregrine falcon that were observed on the Committee’s site visit. The property has a naturally functioning shoreline, in which sand and gravel are transported from shoreline bluffs down to replenish the beach, to help ensure ecologically healthy shoreline habitat. The shoreline has intertidal habitat with eelgrass that is critical to aquatic species, including juvenile chinook and other salmon species from many Puget Sound river systems. King County has previously funded the acquisition of this property with fiscal year 2007 CFT funds, however, Normandy Park and the owner were unable to reach an agreement for sale of a conservation easement over the property, and the funds were reallocated to another project. The property owner is willing to work with Normandy Park on a phased, incremental sale for conservation purposes, over multiple years. The proposed acquisition has the strong support of the immediate neighbors, who accompanied the Committee along the beach on its tour of the property this spring. This is a project of regional importance due to its location on Puget Sound.

Redmond - Bear Creek Rehabilitation  	$ 66,925	  $ 66,925 
	Recommendation: Redmond has purchased a 14.65-acre linear property in the corridor between State Route 520 and Bear Creek Parkway, which forms the southern boundary of the Redmond Town Center. This acquisition will allow for the restoration of approximately 3,500 feet of the stream channel of Bear Creek, immediately upstream from the creek’s confluence with the Sammamish Slough. Restoration of this portion of the creek has been proposed in plans dating back two decades. It is a Tier 1 salmon project for the WRIA 8 Chinook Conservation Plan (2005) and it will help restore high quality habitat along this important terminal reach of Bear Creek. The project contains an existing paved trail that will be moved to the northern edge of the property, close to the Bear Creek Parkway. The trail is currently too close to the proposed re-location of the creek channel. It is a regional trail that connects to the Sammamish Valley Regional Trail, which runs south to Marymoor Park and north through the scenic Sammamish Valley to Woodinville, and it also connects to the east with the Bear-Evans Trail. The property is also in the viewshed of State Route 520 providing green visual relief to thousands of travelers on that highway every day. The confluence of Bear Creek and the Sammamish Slough is an archeological site with pre-European settlement artifacts, and it is being thoroughly examined before any stream restoration work moves forward. Redmond purchased this property in November, 2012 and is seeking reimbursement for half of the cost of acquisition. The restoration is scheduled to move forward this year, and the creek channel should be moved in 2014. This is a project of regional importance because of its location on a regional trail, its visibility from a major adjacent highway, and its cultural heritage. 


Redmond - Union Shares (Evans Creek)    	$ 500,000	 $ 0 
	Recommendation:  The 40-acre Union Shares property is located east of 196th Avenue NE on the unincorporated King County side of urban growth boundary with Redmond. The property is a pasture that is bordered on three sides by permanently protected, publically-owned open space, including Perrigo Community Park to the north. This property is a key component of a proposed re-routing of Evans Creek, which would allow for restoration of the natural habitat of the creek, which has been severely degraded by encroaching manufacturing and commercial properties immediately east of the Union Shares property. The natural habitat of Evans Creek has also been degraded along a significant portion of its length by development, and it is a lower quality salmon stream relative to others in King County. A significant level of restoration will be required in several portions of Evans Creek to markedly improve this situation. This project is therefore a Tier Two priority of the WIRA 8 Salmon Recovery Plan, though it is listed in the Three Year Work Plan approved by the participating WRIA jurisdictions. It is an important link in the urban growth boundary and the purchase of the property for its development rights will help reinforce the longer-term permanence of the urban-rural line east of Redmond. There is a concern by some Committee members that if Redmond purchases the property and it is re-zoned to be on the “urban” side of the line, then the next rural parcel to the east could subsequently come under similar conversion pressure. This issue should be noted for the future. The property is bordered to the west by an adjacent paved trail that runs south from Perrigo Community Park and winds onto a portion of the southern end of this property, extending to Union Hill Road NE. This property lies near a large urban population in Redmond, and its long-term preservation would be a great benefit to local residents. The assessed value of the property is under $2 million, and Redmond has committed $2 million in existing funding. The Committee supports the overall intent of the project, but given the current assessed value it is not clear how CFT funds will add value to the project. There does not appear to be a willing seller at the currently estimated fair market value supported by appraisal. This year there are a lot of high quality projects in need of funding, and the Committee feels that if Redmond can gain an agreement with the owner this year it can come back in the next funding round when the funding needs for this acquisition are more definitively demonstrated.

Sammamish (King County) - E. Lake Sammamish Trail     (CFT):   $ 31,000	              $ 0 
	             King County Parks Levy:   $ 31,000	    $ 62,000
	Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a small .03-acre parcel on the eastern shoreline of Lake Sammamish that is surrounded on three sides by King County Park ownership. The goal of the project is to acquire this inholding to consolidate King County’s ownership, improve lake access, and allow for future natural shoreline habitat restoration. The parcel is currently owned by the King County Roads Division, which has no foreseeable future use for the property and therefore must sell it as surplus to its needs. A willing seller, the Roads Division is offering the property to the King County Parks Division at a reasonable price, with comparatively low administrative costs. This is very affordable waterfront access on a cost per shoreline front-foot basis, compared to the cost of a fully developable building site. It will serve users of the East Lake Sammamish Regional Trail, which connects Marymoor Park in Redmond with Lake Sammamish State Park in Issaquah. The parcel would be very difficult to develop, though there is a market for selling recreational lots to nearby residents who live across East Lake Sammamish Parkway. This site offers scenic views up and down the lake and it is an ideal stopping or break point for travelers along the trail. Although the parcel is small, this is a project of regional importance, because it offers needed public shoreline access to Lake Sammamish, the vast majority of which is in private ownership. 


Snoqualmie - Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach  	$ 1,289,500	 $ 250,000 
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel, multi-year project to acquire riverfront open space properties along the Snoqualmie River in Snoqualmie. Over the past several years the City of Snoqualmie has acquired 31 parcels along the river, encompassing over 6,000 lineal feet of shoreline and 46 acres. The project is achieving dual goals of buying out homes that are subjected to repetitive flooding, and establishing a passive riverfront park for the city. Snoqualmie has a good track record of expending both CFT funds and a significant amount of King County Flood Control District (KCFCD) funds, which have been critical to the success of this project. The parcels remaining in the project at this stage constitute inholdings in the riverside park, and the completion of the final park acquisitions can now be very realistically envisioned. The riverside park will have a river walk trail that will connect to the antique trains at Railroad Park, and to the King County Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail. Travelers along that trail will have quality access to the river, and an improved connection to local restaurants and businesses. The acquired lands along the riverside park also provide an opportunity for riverfront habitat restoration. This is a competitive year for CFT funds, and this project did receive $400,000 in 2012 CFT funding. The recommended level of funding will help further the project along by contributing towards the acquisition of five Tier-One properties identified in the application, which collectively are 1.05 acres in size. The Committee anticipates seeing additional funding requests for this project in the future. 


Woodinville - Little Bear Creek   	$ 200,000	$ 100,000 
	Recommendation:  This project has a goal of acquiring an approximately .25-acre parcel in the Little Bear Creek corridor, just south of State Route 509 at 134th Avenue NE in Woodinville. It is currently an unpaved parking lot with a small building owned by a towing business. Woodinville has a goal of restoring the natural riparian habitat of the property to help resident threatened chinook, coho, sockeye and kokanee in the creek. Woodinville owns the adjacent property on the north side of the creek and it hopes to eventually build a trail in the creek corridor connecting the Sammamish Slough and the Snohomish County line, passing by Woodinville High School. Woodinville recently completed a WRIA 8 Tier 2 fish passage project upstream, and there is an opportunity to improve or possibly replace a culvert under 134th Avenue, NE, which goes to this property. The towing business is currently encroaching on adjacent land owned by the State of Washington DOT. Woodinville received CFT funding for this property a decade ago, but was unable to gain a deal. It also applied for CFT funds for this property two years ago, but there were significant unknown factors about the potential overall acquisition costs, including potentially high relocation costs, as well as the willingness of the owner to sell. The towing business is renting the property from the landowner, and it is a “grandfathered” use that would not be allowed under the current zoning. The relocation cost for the business that is listed in the CFT application is at the high end of an estimated range, and will need to be confirmed. This project does appear to have more potential for success than two years ago, and Woodinville has not received CFT funds in recent years. The recommended level of funding supports the need to do this acquisition and reflects the need to confirm the actual project costs before additional any additional CFT funds should be committed in the future. 


SEATTLE 

Seattle - West Seattle Junction (Urban Village Park)  	$ 1,125,000   	$ 1,000,000   
	Recommendation:  The West Seattle Junction Urban Village project will acquire two parcels of approximately .26 acres to create a new community park in the mixed-use, high-density neighborhood near the intersection of SW Alaska Way and Fauntleroy Way. This is one of twenty identified urban villages in Seattle in which over half of the urban village is underserved by open space, according to Seattle’s 2008 Parks and Green Space Plan. This urban village is located in the center of the high-density core of West Seattle, where several large scale development projects are either planned or underway. Seattle’s comprehensive plan has a goal of providing at least one acre of usable open space for every 1,000 residents within urban villages. The need for additional open space in the West Seattle Urban Village is identified in the 1999 West Seattle Junction Neighborhood Plan, Seattle Park’s 2011 Development Plan, and the 2011 West Seattle Junction Design Framework Plan. The West Seattle Junction Association is a strong supporter for a park. Seattle has acquired one of the two identified properties in the project, and there is a willing seller for the other property. The Seattle Parks Department is also working with the developer of a new commercial and residential building across the street, to better integrate the building design with the park site. This is a mixed income community with many minority residents, and provision of open space here will help meet the county’s goal of equity and social justice in the provision of open space. 


Seattle - Smith Cove Park Addition	$875,000   	$ 875,000  
	Recommendation:  Seattle will acquire three parcels totaling five acres, adjacent to 7.45-acre Smith Cove Park in the Magnolia community, just south of the Magnolia Bridge. Seattle is acquiring the property from the Port of Seattle, and as part of the transaction, King County’s Drainage and Wastewater Utility is planning to purchase over an acre of the site to construct a combined sewage overflow (CSO) facility in the northwest part of the property. This will leave Seattle with just under four acres (3.8 acres) of the site for future open space. The park addition will provide passive open space as a compliment to the more active uses in the adjacent existing portion of the park. It will also offer an opportunity for natural habitat, shoreline, and intertidal zone restoration. Smith Cove Park connects to the Pier 91 bikeway trail, which leads to Myrtle Edwards Park and the downtown Seattle waterfront. The park will also enhance the scenic viewshed from the Magnolia Bridge. The Magnolia and Queen Anne communities have been long-term advocates of expanding the park onto this site for many years. Last year this project received $1,000,000 in CFT funds, and this funding should complete the need for CFT funds for this project. Due to its location on Puget Sound, this is a project of regional significance. 

Seattle - South Park Plaza  	$ 500,000   	$ 500,000   
	Recommendation:  This project will establish an approximately 1.3-acre passive use greenspace within a larger park that is being created on 14th Avenue South, in the South Park community. It is located just north of the soon-to-be-completed South Park replacement bridge on the western shore of the Duwamish Waterway. Seattle has selected this project through its “opportunity project” process, whereby a portion of the funds from Seattle’s 2008 Parks and Greenspace Levy were set aside for locally-identified park and open space opportunities that are selected through a citizen-led process. The redevelopment of the South Park Bridge, which is expected to be completed this year, presents a rare opportunity to create a new park that helps tie together the bridge, the local commercial center, and the Duwamish Waterway to help create an improved urban center for South Park. South Park generally meets Seattle’s standards for open space provision, except for the area near the Duwamish. The 1998 neighborhood plan and the 2006 South Park Agenda identified the need for a central gathering area for South Park, and this site will address that need. Community organizations and activist groups that support this open space include the Environmental Coalition of South Seattle, the South Park Neighborhood Association, the South Park Retail Merchants, South Park Seniors, Consejo High Risk Youth Program, the Providence Regina House Food Bank, and several others. The Duwamish is important habitat for heron and waterfowl like mergansers, Barrows goldeneye, or bufflehead ducks, and it supports a native steelhead run and several salmon species, including threatened chinook. The park would be an excellent location for interpretive environmental education, and shoreline habitat restoration. This project will help address equity and social justice goals by providing this high quality waterfront amenity in South Park. 

Seattle - Baker Park Addition  				$ 200,000   		$ 200,000  
	Recommendation:  The Baker Park Addition Project will acquire a .25-acre property on 14th Avenue NW, immediately south of Baker Park in Seattle’s Crown Hill Neighborhood. The goal is to enlarge the existing park, allow more light into it, and improve the general usability of the park. Baker Park was established in 1992 under the1989 Open Space Bond Program. Seattle received CFT funding in 2005 to purchase local open space properties in Ballard, but the owner of the property was not a willing seller at that time. Last year the owner approached Seattle regarding sale of the property, assuming a price can be agreed upon. This is a local neighborhood park in an underserved area, and there have been long term efforts to buy the parcel. In 1996 the property was identified in a citizen-based “Ballard Open Space Inventory” which prioritized open spaces and potential park additions in underserved neighborhoods, including this property. The open space advocacy group Groundswell Northwest and the Whittier Community Council are supporters of this acquisition. This mixed-income community has affordable homes and rental apartments, and will benefit a wide range of local residents.    

Seattle - 48th and Charlestown	$ 350,000   	$ 350,000  
	Recommendation: The goal of this project is to acquire an approximately 1/3-acre property for a new local park in West Seattle. It is located at the corner of 48th Street SW and SW Charlestown Street. The site is a grassy area with a few P-Patch gardening plots. It has been used by the neighborhood for years with permission from the owner, the Presbyterian Church. It is centrally located in a residential neighborhood that is significantly underserved with open space, particularly of this kind.  It is accessible on foot within 2-3 blocks by residents and families from about 20 surrounding blocks that have no parks or open space on their blocks. This project was identified through Seattle’s 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy small park opportunity fund process, with the support of the Genesee-Schmitz Neighborhood council and the local neighborhood. This proposal is on the margin for receiving funding in the opportunity fund process, and it will require all of the matching funds that CFT can provide. The property owner is willing to consider selling the property.  


KING COUNTY   


King County - TDR Farmers Market (Tall Chief Golf Course)    CFT: $500,000  	 $ 500,000
	               Parks Levy:            $ 0	            $ 0
	Recommendation: This project consists of the acquisition, as a first priority, of up to 191 acres of fee simple and Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) over the former Tall Chief Golf Course, located on the West Snoqualmie Valley Road SE, south of the City of Carnation. The golf course property is located on prime agricultural soils on the Snoqualmie River valley floor, and on the wooded hillside above the valley floor. The property has an approved subdivision that converts the former golf course into 18 residential lots. It is just west of the Snoqualmie River and West Snoqualmie Valley Road, contributing to scenic open space and farmland views enjoyed by many recreational bicyclists and other travelers along that road. There are wetlands on the property that offer an opportunity for restoration that could improve fish and wildlife habitat. The property is located in the immediate vicinity of two other farms in which King County has made a significant investment in the past two years through the purchase of TDRs. The agricultural soils on this property qualify it for Agricultural Production District (APD) designation, and King County would expand the APD designation to include this property. King County’s Agricultural Program and TDR Program have formed a partnership with the Pike Place Market Public Development Authority to acquire the property and permanently protect it for agricultural use. A goal is to have the farm products from this property sold at Pike Place Market or other farmers markets. The owner is a willing seller, subject to an appraisal verifying the value. King County is working with potential buyers of a portion of the property, under a scenario where King County would retain TDRs. One possibility is that some of the property could be used for “incubator’ farming for newer farmers. An agreement for the sale of this property may be needed by the summer of 2013 to meet the current owner’s needs, and King County DNRP is therefore requesting $500,000 from more readily-available CFT funds that are being set aside for re-allocation from projects that have been recently abandoned or completed under budget. In its March 31, 2013 Annual Project Progress Report, the Committee recommended the withholding of $527,097 from projects that had been abandoned or completed under budget, and therefore these funds are available for potential re-allocation. The Committee recommends that $500,000 of these currently-available CFT funds be used for this project, to help meet its more urgent timing needs. This is a project of regional importance, because of the opportunity to expand the Snoqualmie Valley APD, and the negative impact that the proposed residential development would have on nearby farms in the APD. 

	As a related recommendation, at its May 7, 2013 meeting, the Committee reviewed a request by the King County TDR Program to amend the scope of the TDR Urban Partnerships CFT project to allow it to have the flexibility to purchase rural TDRs. The TDR Urban Partnerships project has a goal of providing open space acquisition amenity funding for cities that receive TDRs from rural King County, but the TDR Program has found recently that cities are preferring to use an alternative financial incentive, called Tax Increment Financing (TIF). TIF allows cities to capture the King County portion of property tax increases that occur in delineated areas of the cities that receive the rural TDRs. At the May 7th meeting, the Committee recommended that up to $500,000 in the TDR urban partnerships CFT Project be made available to purchase TDRs for either the Tall Chief acquisition or for another qualifying agricultural TDR purchase.  




King County - Dairies in King County/TDR	               CFT:   $ 500,000  	 $ 400,000  		   Parks Levy:               $ 0	            $ 0
	Recommendation: This project will purchase TDRs from King County dairy farms or the lands that support their operations. The project includes two dairies in the Snoqualmie Valley APD, and eight in the Enumclaw APD. Additional properties that directly support these dairies with uses like grazing, haying, manure spreading or crop tillage are also part of the project scope. This is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel project that is supported by King County’s TDR Program and Farmlands Preservation Program. There has been a dramatic loss of dairy farms in King County in recent decades, with the number falling from 83 licensed dairies in 1991 to 26 licensed dairies in 2013. Dairy operations require a certain critical mass to help achieve economies of scale and to share certain mutual costs. Depending on the specific dairy, there are typically broader public benefits, like scenic, wildlife, or cultural values that are also part of the importance of preserving dairies. In recent years the Committee has been a strong supporter of having greater project funding for farmland preservation projects, and it is pleased to see an expanded farm protection effort by King County. Preserving King County’s last remaining dairies is a high priority that is of regional importance. The recommended funding for this year will help complete purchases of TDR/agricultural easements from one or two dairy farms. King County will then sell the TDRs and revolve the sale proceeds and to purchase additional TDR/agricultural easements in on other active dairies in the future. Because they are protecting additional farm land, these revolved funds will provide a subsequent match credit for the initial TDR acquisitions in this project. 


King County - Griffin Creek Natural Area		CFT:  $ 367,000 	 $ 210,000
		 Parks Levy:  $ 367,000 	 $ 300,000  
	Recommendation:  The Griffin Creek Natural Area project will acquire up to 13 forested parcels with high quality riparian habitat along Griffin Creek near East Griffin Creek Road NE. The vast majority of the Griffin Creek watershed is located within the Snoqualmie Tree Farm, which is protected from residential development by a forest conservation easement held by King County. The tree farm area is a working forest, and with appropriate forestry practices and stewardship, it offers a good opportunity to maintain high quality downstream water quality and salmonid habitat. There is only a small remaining unprotected portion of Griffin Creek streamside riparian habitat, and that is in the lower two miles of the creek where this project is focused. The project has a goal of further completing the habitat protection and conservation vision for this lower reach. The project area is habitat for a wide variety of wildlife species, ranging from larger carnivores like bear, cougar and bobcat, to migrant songbirds species, and amphibians that include long-toed and giant pacific salamanders, and red legged frogs. Griffin Creek is identified as an important coho spawning area in the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan, and this project is listed in the WRIA 7 Three Year Work Plan. Griffin Creek also plays a role in the life cycle of pink, chum and chinook salmon, and cutthroat trout. The creek was designated recently by NOAA as having critical habitat for a proposed steelhead recovery effort. There are willing sellers in this reach and the recommended level of funding would help fund the purchase two of highest priority properties (which have 8 parcels) in a project area that has 13 parcels overall. There are homes and structures on two of the three highest priority properties, which will be removed, and the habitat on the properties would subsequently be restored. 





King County - Raging River Forest 	CFT:  $ 415,000	 $ 415,000
	 	 Parks Levy:  $ 415,000	 $ 415,000
	Recommendation:  This is a 105-acre project (10 parcels) that will protect from development the scenic mountainside on the southern side of Interstate 90, southwest of the interchange with State Route 18. As with other forest protection efforts near this interchange, including several thousand acres in the adjacent Raging River headwaters and on Rattlesnake Mountain, this project is being done in partnership with the State of Washington Department of Natural Resources (State DNR). For this project, King County will purchase TDRs from State DNR, which will purchase the underlying fee simple property and will grant a permanent conservation easement over the property to King County. In 2009, King County purchased a working forest conservation easement from State DNR over almost 6,000 acres of land in the adjacent Raging River headwaters, so there is a recent successful precedent for this approach. The property included in this project will be managed for appropriate forestry by State DNR, and for passive, non-motorized trail access between Rattlesnake Mountain and the adjacent Raging River headwaters area. The property has complex ownership and the Trust for Public Land (TPL) has been working with both the owners and King County WLRD to reach an acceptable agreement that will meet the needs of the various parties. TPL has signed an option to purchase the property, as the owners wish to sell it in the near future. The property is highly threatened with development, because the owners desire to sell the property soon, and it is located near the intersection of two major highways. The owners are not interested in a phased sale over time. This project has been a longstanding high acquisition priority for the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (MTSG), owing to its high visibility from Interstate 90, which has an average of over 27,000 vehicles passing by per day and is designated as a national scenic byway. This Committee feels that this is a project of regional importance that should receive full funding to meet the timely opportunity presented, and to avoid the negative consequences of not acting. 


King County - Snoqualmie-Fall City Reach Conservation	  CFT: $ 160,000	 $ 110,000
	  P arks Levy: $ 160,000	 $ 110,000
	Recommendation: This is an ongoing, multiple-parcel project to acquire fee simple property or conservation easements that will allow the Snoqualmie River to be reconnected to its floodplain downstream from Fall City for the restoration of critical chinook habitat. The project area is approximately 135 acres, located along Neal Road, north of Fall City. It is included in the recently completed “Snoqualmie at Fall City” (SAFC) assessment, which was funded through the State of Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB). The project is being conducted by King County WLRD in partnership with the King County Agriculture Program, because it is located in the Snoqualmie Valley APD, and also with the King County River and Floodplain Section, which manages river levees in King County. This project is listed in the WRIA 7 Three-Year Work Plan, and in the King County Flood Hazard Management Plan of 2006. River levees and revetments in the project area will be set back from the river to allow for a wider river channel with more spawning gravels and back channels that are critical to the life cycle of salmon. This is one of the highest priority river reaches for threatened chinook in King County.  One of the priority property acquisitions for this year is owned by the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). It was purchased for a boat launch with funds that require such use on the site. The site provides difficult footpath river access, making it fairly marginal as a boat launch. It has an assessed value in a range of around $30,000. Other property across Neal Road is also a priority for a conservation easement. Based on the targeted properties for this year, this project’s funding request was reduced by the applicant to $220,000 from the higher level initially requested, and the Committee recommends fully funding the project at this revised request level. 

King County - Tolt River Natural Area 	CFT:  $ 490,100	 $ 100,000
	 Parks Levy:  $ 490,100	 $ 400,000
	Recommendation: This is a multiple-parcel project to continue the acquisition of riparian habitat properties and provide public access on the Tolt River, east of Carnation. The project is acquiring both vacant properties and properties with homes that are prone to chronic flooding. River levees that restrict the natural river channel will subsequently be removed, to improve the quality of salmon spawning habitat. The lower Tolt River is one of the four most important steelhead and chinook spawning areas in King County, with roughly 20% of the Snoqualmie River watershed’s chinook spawning located there. This project is listed in the WRIA 7 Three-Year Work Plan, and it is part of the NOAA approved Puget Sound Recovery Plan. Chum, coho, and pink salmon, as well as steelhead and bull trout also rely on lower Tolt River habitat. The lower Tolt River has a very active river channel that historically has required costly attempts contain it with levees. King County Flood Control District funds for buying flood prone homes are therefore a significant match for this project. Those funds are generally used to purchase properties with homes that flood, and CFT funds are available for vacant properties to prevent future development, and to provide appropriate passive river access for fishing and enjoyment of a footpath along the river. The lower Tolt River is high quality habitat for upland wildlife species, including cougar, bobcat and black bear, and bird species like American dipper, common merganser and kingfisher. The first priority acquisition properties for this year have homes with willing sellers in the San Souci reach of the lower Tolt. This is a scalable project that should be able to use the funds that are allocated to it in a given year. It is of regional importance, because of the high priority for protecting and restoring habitat for threatened chinook. 



Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed


King County - Upper Bear Creek Waterways               CFT:  $ 175,000	$ 175,000
	 Parks Levy:              $ 0	           $ 0
	Recommendation:  Bear Creek’s Paradise Valley Natural Area, on north of the Woodinville-Duvall Road, has been a conservation focus for King County and the Bear Creek Water Tenders group for over a quarter century. This area is a critical part of the headwaters of the main stem of Bear Creek, which originates in southern Snohomish County. Last year, King County funded the purchase of a forestry conservation easement over the first twenty acres of an 80-acre property that has long been an important component of a long term conservation vision for upper Bear Creek. King County is working with the landowner to purchase a conservation easement over the next 20 acre parcel. It is located east of Paradise Lake Road, just northwest of the Timbercrest Junior High School, and immediately to the south of the first easement parcel. The forest on this property is regenerating from a clear-cut timber harvest about twenty years ago, and it will be managed for multiple benefit forestry purposes. There is a gas pipeline easement on the eastern side of the parcel that is used as a trail. This project is a WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan priority, as it supports sockeye, coho, and kokanee and threatened chinook, salmon, and in addition cutthroat trout and steelhead. This corridor also has resident black bear, black tail deer, fresh water mussels, and amphibians. The health of the mussel population has been a focus of concern for two decades, and protection of the water quality of Bear Creek is critical to any hope of their survival in the long term. The property owner granted King County the first 20-acre easement, which was funded in part with 2013 CFT funds, and is a willing seller of a second easement. The recommended level of CFT funding will allow King County to seek matching funds to fully fund the easement. 


King County - Cold Creek Natural Area Addition	 CFT:  $ 435,000 	  $ 25,000
	 Parks Levy:  $ 435,000	            $ 0
	Recommendation: This project consists of the acquisition of approximately 20 acres on NE 165th Street at the southern end of Cottage Lake, which contains the outlet to Cold Creek, a major tributary of Bear Creek. The project goal is to protect the riparian corridor, Class 1 wetlands, and natural habitat values of Cold Creek, and to connect them with King County’s existing Basset Pond and Cold Creek Natural Areas. The project area contains approximately 1,500 feet of Cold Creek that runs south from Cottage Lake. It is also a class 2 aquifer recharge area. Beaver have constructed dams in this section of Cold Creek over the years, which has caused Cottage Lake water levels to fluctuate and impacts property owners on the lake. A longer term stewardship goal is to better manage the dams to address this issue. This project is listed the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan, and the Cold Creek Natural Area Site Management Plan. In addition to Beaver and salmon, this area supports wildlife associated with the Cold Creek corridor, including songbirds, hawks, waterfowl, cutthroat trout, black tail deer and much more. King County has made initial contact with the landowner, but will need time to formulate a proposal that best meets the needs of the landowner and fits them with the county’s habitat conservation goals. The Committee recommends initial seed funding for the project for title and appraisal work, and to initiate discussions with the landowner regarding a future transaction.  
 
King County - Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition      CFT:     $ 500,000	 $ 500,000
	 Parks Levy:  $ 1,500,000	$ 1,000,000 
Recommendation: This project is a six-parcel, 216-acre acquisition project located on the southwest side of Squak Mountain, east of State Route 900 (Renton-Issaquah Road). It will be an addition to King County’s Cougar/Squak corridor, which links Squak Mountain State Park with Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. The property belonged to a private camping club, which recently sold it to a logging company that intends to harvest the timber off of the hillside. There is mature second-growth forest on a significant portion of the property, much of which has steep slopes on the mountainside. This is the largest privately-owned undeveloped property remaining on Squak Mountain, and there has been a groundswell of public support for permanent protection of the property. The current owner has filed a Forest Practice Application to obtain a maximum allowable timber harvest on the property. This property is a headwaters for May Creek, and there is a concern that the timber harvest will contribute to flooding on May Creek, which has had well-documented flood problems. This property is visible from miles away in southern King County, and it offers spectacular views of Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains. King County has been securing the corridor between Cougar Mountain and Squak Mountain for over two decades, to provide for a wildlife corridor and passive outdoor recreation experience in this centrally located area. It lies within ten miles of the city limits of Issaquah, Bellevue, Renton, Sammamish, Mercer Island, Tukwila, Kent, Maple Valley, and Seattle. The King County Parks Division intends to construct a parking lot on the south side of State Route 900 to allow for safe access to Squak Mountain, to minimize pedestrian crossing of the busy highway. The current parking lot is on the Cougar Mountain side of SR 900, serving the Whittaker Wilderness Peak Trail. The project has a TDR component, with the TDRs being transferred into the City of Issaquah under King County’s TDR Interlocal Agreement (ILA) with Issaquah. This is a project of regional importance due to its contribution to the Issaquah Alps complex, its habitat and recreational value, and its scenic visibility from south King County. The Issaquah Alps Trails Club has organized strong public visibility and support for this project, and the Trust for Public Land is working with King County and the landowner in an attempt to gain a purchase and sale agreement for the property. The project will require significant additional funding, and it is the Committee’s expectation that an application for this project will be forwarded next year. 

King County - Issaquah Creek Conservation	 CFT:  $ 600,000 	  $ 50,000
	  Parks Levy:  $ 600,000	$ 400,000
	Recommendation: King County’s Issaquah Creek Conservation acquisition project will purchase approximately 25 acres containing aquatic and riparian habitat along Issaquah Creek, between the Issaquah-Hobart Road and 252nd Avenue SE. This property was one of several identified for possible acquisition on Issaquah Creek for purchase by King County in 2010, but King County WLRD was not able to reach an agreement with the owner of the property at that time and instead purchased other property upstream. It is again being proposed for funding this year, because it has been foreclosed on by a bank and is now available for purchase from the bank. There is a house that King County would segment off into a separate parcel and sell, as King County instead wishes to preserve the lower portion of the property that has high natural resource values for conservation. Issaquah Creek supports salmon species that include chum, coho, chinook and kokanee, and cutthroat trout. It is a WRIA 8 core area for chinook protection. King County has been acquiring property and conservation easements on the creek in recent years to protect and enhance habitat, to support wild salmon runs, and to protect water quality in the creek and in Lake Sammamish beyond. Issaquah Creek is a riverine wildlife corridor between Taylor Mountain Forest and the Issaquah Alps at Squak and Tiger Mountains. This property contains approximately 1/3 mile of the creek and it is an important link in the larger conservation strategy. As part of this acquisition, TDRs will be purchased for later transfer into the City of Issaquah, under King County’s existing TDR ILA with Issaquah. The level of funding recommended for this project will allow King County to begin negotiations to purchase initial protection on the creek, though there may be a need for additional funds for this acquisition in the future. 


King County - Lower Cedar River Conservation	CFT:  $ 675,000 	 $ 100,000
	 Park Levy:  $ 600,000 	 $ 400,000
	Recommendation: This is an 18.64-acre acquisition project located on State Route 169, on the south side of the Cedar River, east of Renton. The project has a goal of allowing for the restoration of the Cedar River’s historic migration channels, by removing levees that negatively impede gravel spawning grounds necessary for the sustainability of this regionally-significant fishery. The site is a WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan priority on the Three-Year Work Plan. It is also a King County Flood Hazard Reduction Plan priority for acquisition. The King County Flood Control District, which is comprised of the King County Council members, has previously approved Flood Control District and 2013 Conservation Futures funding towards the acquisition of this property. It a developed inholding in a several-mile length of public natural lands ownership along the Cedar River, and it is needed to enable a significant river levee removal that will allow the river to recover its formal migration channel. The property currently has a mobile home park, and the owner has expressed his intent to sell it in the near future. The Parks Levy funds in the project will be used for acquisition, while available CFT and other funds in the project can be used to help fund relocation costs for the tenants. The high maintenance costs of the levee protecting the mobile home park has made this project a priority for acquisition by King County for over two decades, however, it has not been available for sale during that time. The property is visible from the popular Cedar River Trail and from State Route 169, forming part of a scenic corridor with protected natural lands. A portion of the site will be devoted to parking for Cedar River Trail users. The Friends of the Cedar River Watershed recruits thousands of volunteers each year to help restore native plant species in this corridor and they could be engaged to help with restoration on this site. The second parcel included in this year’s application, which is located further upstream on the Cedar River, was removed by the applicant. That property will be acquired with other funds. 


King County - Sugarloaf Mountain Forest Access	  CFT:  $ 80,000 	            $ 0
	   Parks Levy:  $ 80,000	$ 160,000
	Recommendation: This is an approximately nine-acre acquisition project that will secure public access to King County’s 285-acre Sugarloaf Mountain Forest. It is located south of the Kent-Kangley Road SE, in the Kangley community of southeast King County. When Sugarloaf Mountain Forest was purchased with CFT funds a decade ago as a pilot project for the TDR program, King County obtained a road easement to the property for maintenance purposes, but it has not yet secured access to the forest for the broader public. Sugarloaf Mountain Forest is a good site for King County citizens to access passive recreation and enjoyment of the outdoors. It is similar in size and scale to the Pinnacle Peak near Enumclaw, which has become a popular hiking destination for people from throughout King County, and Sugarloaf Mountain should become better known and appreciated. Given the public investment to date for Sugarloaf Mountain, it is sensible to provide legal access to it for a comparatively small cost. King County intends to purchase a portion of an identified parcel that contains the current access road, and sufficient additional area to provide appropriate parking for visitors to the forest. The landowner has indicated a willingness to sell a portion of the property for an entranceway and parking. The Committee recommends that this project should be fully funded from the proposed Parks Levy, as it is an appropriate funding source for this project. There is a relatively small funding need, and there is strong demand for CFT funds this year. 

King County - Taylor Mountain Forest Addition	  CFT:             $ 0 	$ 0
	  P arks Levy:  $ 500,000	$ 0
	Recommendation: This project would acquire adjacent parcels and inholdings at King County’s 1,700-acre Taylor Mountain Forest, at SE 204th Street in Hobart, to provide improved public access and backcountry trail connections. The King County Parks Division identified two first priority parcels (totaling 9.25 acres) which contain an existing trail, and then amended its request to add additional access parcels and an inholding parcel. Carey Creek, one of the two main headwaters tributaries that come together to form Issaquah Creek, passes though the two highest priority parcels, and protection of these properties would help preserve habitat along the creek. These parcels, at 204th Street SE, would mainly be used by local residents for equestrian and pedestrian access. One of the owners may be ready to negotiate, but generally there is less information about the readiness of this project. These properties have been a long-term priority for acquisition by the King County Parks, but the owners were previously not interested in selling. Last year the owners inquired about King County’s interest and expresses a desire to see the properties preserved. The properties are currently not for sale on the open market. This project would provide added habitat protection and improved local access to Taylor Mountain, but given the significant funding that is being recommended for the relatively nearby Cougar-Squak Connector and Issaquah Creek Conservation projects, this project is not recommended for funding at this time.


Green River Watershed

King County - Black Diamond Natural Area Addition      CFT:  $ 500,000	$ 130,000
          		 Parks Levy:     $ 80,000	$ 630,000
	Recommendation: This project will acquire up to 243 acres of forest land as an addition to the Black Diamond Natural Area. It is located between the cities of Maple Valley and Black Diamond, on the Black Diamond-Ravensdale Road SE. the site has become a popular off-road, dirt path bicycle area, with many cyclists using the site informally, along with the adjacent Real Life Church property (with the Church’s permission), which is located on the Maple Valley-Black Diamond Road (State Route 169). This area of King County is seeing rapid residential development, with over 6,000 homes anticipated to be constructed in the next few years. The property provides a critical community separator between Maple Valley and Black Diamond, the provision of which is an important priority of the State Growth Management Act (GMA). The site will also provide a major passive outdoor recreation asset for the current and anticipated population of this fast-growing area. The site has some small wetlands and two important headwater creeks to Ravensdale Creek, but it is mainly upland property that has been logged in recent years. This project received initial funding last year to begin a first phase of acquisition of three parcels within the larger property. The owner planned to sell the remaining properties for development this year after harvesting some additional timber. During the Committee’s application review process this spring, King County received appraisal information showing that the entire 12-parcel property could be acquired for less than the initially-anticipated cost of the nine parcels in the application. This is because much of the site has been recently harvested for timber. With proper replanting, this property will grow back into a healthy forest in the future. The owner has verbally agreed to sell the entire 12-parcel property for King County’s appraised value, and the Committee feels that the county should take advantage of this unique, unforeseen opportunity. The Committee therefore recommends slightly more funds for the project than King County Parks originally requested, with the majority of the funds coming from the proposed Parks Levy, as opposed to CFT, since this project has a higher value for passive outdoor recreation. This is a project of regional importance due to its community-shaping function and high levels of use. TDRs will be removed from this site, probably for transfer into the Maple Valley Summit development. 


 King County - Green River Trail Addition/Titus Pit #1 	 CFT: 	$ 72,500  	            $ 0
          		  Parks Levy:   $ 72,500	$ 145,000
	Recommendation: This is a 41.34 open space acquisition on the Green River Road SE at 94th Place South, in a small area of unincorporated King County along the Green River on the southern border of Kent. The property is owned by King County under the jurisdiction of the Roads Services Division, having been purchased with funds from the King County Roads Fund. A portion of the property was formerly used as a gravel extraction pit, but is not been for many years and is now surplus to the needs of the Roads Division. There is second growth woodland on the site, consisting primarily of hardwood species like Alder and Maple. It sits within an approximately three-mile-long, unbroken forested hillside greenbelt, east of the Green River between Kent and Auburn. The property is a missing link in the Green River Regional Trail, and the western boundary of the property has direct access to the Green River. North Green River Park is directly south of this property, and the permanently protected farmland of the Lower Green River Agricultural Production District lies directly across the Green River. Taken altogether, this undeveloped area of parks, greenbelts and farmland forms a significant community separator between Kent and Auburn. The area has an almost rural feel, even though it is surrounded by urban development, and it offers an excellent, close to home outdoor experience for south King County residents. There is wildlife habitat for birds and smaller mammals that are often found in urban areas. The Committee recommends funding this project fully from the proposed Parks Levy funding, as there is less available CFT funding this year and this property has high passive recreation and park addition values.  







King County - Middle Green River Acquisitions	  CFT:  $ 885,000	$ 392,000
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 885,000	$ 524,000
	Recommendation:  This is a multiple-year, multiple-parcel acquisition project with an overall goal of protecting salmonid and upland wildlife habitat, and furthering the vision of a regional passive recreation area in the middle Green River basin. Four priority properties totaling 84 acres are identified as first priority acquisitions this year. The first is a 10.5-acre parcel on the main stem of the Green River known as Turley Levee, on the SE Green River Valley Road at 166th Lane SE. King County will construct a large habitat restoration project on this property to a improve a back channel that will benefit salmon, including chinook and steelhead. The second priority is a 3.5 acre inholding property in the Kanaskat Reach Natural Area, located off of Southeast Hudson Road. That property has a house and an owner who has indicated a willingness to sell. The Kanaskat Natural Area is habitat for elk, bobcat, bear, cougar, eagles, and is a major steelhead and chinook spawning area. This makes it one of the highest quality wildlife habitat areas in King County. The third parcel is 40.4 acres of woodlands that buffer King County’s extensive Green River Natural Area, south of the river at SE 368th Street. Like a few other King County applications this year, this property is also in the inventory of King County’s Roads Services Division and is being sold as surplus. This property would be a significant addition to a forest that is becoming the largest protected low-elevation forests in King County and western Puget Sound. The final priority property in this year’s application is in the lower Newaukum Creek Ravine, near the creek confluence with the Green River. The property also has high quality fish and wildlife habitat. The overall level of funding recommended for this project should be sufficient for either acquiring the first, third and fourth priority targeted parcels collectively, or for acquiring the second priority parcel in Kanaskat with the house. Over the years this project has a good track record for acquiring properties, and it should see continued success going forward. This is a project of regional importance. 


King County - Newaukum/Big Spring Creek	CFT:  $210,000	  $ 50,413
	 Re-allocated CFT:	          $ 96
	 Parks Levy:  $ 210,000	  $ 50,000
	Recommendation: There are three priority parcels totaling 21 acres identified in this habitat acquisition project, located on the Enumclaw Plateau on SE 424th Street, north of the City of Enumclaw. The goal is to further protect the riparian corridor of Enumclaw Creek and its associated wetlands, and to protect water quality important for salmonid species of Newaukum Creek and its smaller tributary Big Spring Creek. All three parcels have willing sellers, with one of them having been foreclosed on by a bank and listed for sale. King County has been working for over a decade on the Big Spring Creek Restoration Project, and Newaukum Creek Vegetation Program, to protect existing habitat and restore degraded habitat in middle Newaukum Creek, Big Spring Creek, and the large wetlands complex that exists at their confluence. This area is described in the Newaukum Creek Characterization Report (King County, 2007) as one of the most important wetland areas on the Enumclaw Plateau for fish and wildlife. It is habitat for ESA-listed chinook and steelhead, as well as coho, sockeye, and chum salmon. The Washington State Department of Ecology has reports high summer water temperatures and fecal coliform levels, which require better stream buffers and shading vegetation for cooling water temperatures. Newaukum Creek is one of the two largest tributaries to the Green River below Kanaskat, and improving the water quality has significant downstream benefits. The portion of the project area along Newaukum Creek is an important urban/rural separator between the City of Enumclaw and rural lands to the north. The recommended funding will allow King County to either pursue one parcel that is owned by a bank and is for sale, or to seek additional matching funds to acquire one of the other two identified priority parcels. The small funding level above ($96) comes from the final increment of available CFT funds from recently completed or abandoned projects that the Committee recommended be held for this funding round in its March 31st, 2013 Annual Project Progress Report.


White River Watershed 

King County - Pinnacle Peak Additions 	    	CFT:  $ 165,000	  $ 50,000 
			 Parks Levy:  $ 165,000	$ 150,000 
	Recommendation:  This project has two adjacent inholding parcels totaling 23 acres in size on the south side of Pinnacle Peak Park, near SE Mud Mountain Road, south of the City of Enumclaw. The project would prevent development from occurring on the parcels that would significantly impact the experience of this popular park. Pinnacle Peak Park has become a regional hiking destination in south King County, with the main parking area on SE Mud Mountain Road, just below these target parcels. The forested slopes of the park are winter habitat for the White River elk herd, which can often be seen seasonally in the fields below the park. The park is connected to the White River corridor, which is just below the park, and with the forests of the Cascade foothills, which makes it habitat for cougar, black bear, bobcat, and avian species like ruffed grouse and eagle. There is an unpaved road from the base of Pinnacle Peak to four inholding properties in the park, and the road passes by the target properties in this year’s application. King County would like to close this road, and the development of these inholdings could set back that effort indefinitely, so King County has been purchasing them. There is a 270-degree view of the Cascade foothills, Mount Rainier and the Enumclaw Plateau, from a spot where the road/trail touches up against the westernmost property in this year’s application. This parcel has a willing seller, and if it is developed it would significantly degrade the view from the overlook point. The owner of the next parcel to the east has contacted King County over the past two years and is also a willing seller. That parcel currently does not have any legal road access, and it is therefore a lower priority for acquisition. 


Vashon/Maury Island 

King County - Island Center Forest Addition	CFT:             $ 0  	           $ 0
	 Parks Levy:  $ 200,000	$ 155,000
	Recommendation:  This is a one-parcel, five-acre addition to Island Center Forest, on 115th Avenue SW on Vashon Island. It is currently an open field adjacent to the south parking lot of the 400-acre Island Center Forest. The property has several potential uses, including removing overflow parking from 115th Avenue SW when the current lot is full, providing meadow habitat for migratory bird species and raptors, and a providing a location for a potential interpretive trail. There is a future vision for the southern portion of Island Center Forest that includes buffering the forest with additional forested properties, and this property would lie in the center of that area. The western side of this property is adjacent to a wooded property on Judd Creek, where there is a goal of providing a trail down the creek corridor to Quartermaster Harbor. There has been consistent local support for this acquisition and last year the Committee recommended funding for an appraisal to determine the acquisition costs. The appraisal has been conducted and there is a relatively small amount of funding remaining from the former Montana property at Island Center Forest that should be applied to this parcel. This reduces the funding need for this acquisition to $155,000, and King County Parks has reduced its funding request to that level. The owner is going to sell the property, would like to sell it to King County, and has been waiting for King County to secure funding for over two years. Some members of the Committee feel that this property is a lower priority than other projects requesting funding this year, but the Committee does recognize the property’s importance in a larger vision for Island Center Forest, and therefore recommends funding at the modified funding level request of $155,000. 

King County - Maury Island Additions	  CFT:  $ 200,000	           $ 0
	Parks Levy:  $ 200,000	 $ 50,000
	Recommendation:  The Maury Island Additions project has a long-term goal of acquiring up to 17 parcels totaling 145 acres for a trail that would connect Maury Island Marine Park, the former Maury Island Gravel Mine, and Dockton Park on Quartermaster Harbor. The properties are forested with coniferous and deciduous trees, including Madrone, and they also provide wildlife habitat for migratory songbirds and other island wildlife. Last year King County provided funding for four “Phase 1” parcels, immediately east of 75th Avenue SW, that were available for sale by a willing seller. Those negotiations are ongoing and their outcome will better inform how the remainder of the proposed acquisitions in the project should be phased. Depending on the outcome of the current negotiations the next two priority parcels, located on SW 260th Street, would likely be the next priorities. The Committee recommends funding that is sufficient to appraise these properties, given the high demand for CFT and Parks Levy funds this year, with the expectation that additional funds can be applied for in the future, after the current first priority properties have been acquired.  

King County - Piner Point Natural Area	  CFT:  $ 350,000  	$ 150,000
	Parks Levy:  $ 350,000	$ 250,000
	Recommendation:  The Piner Point Natural Area project is a multiple-parcel acquisition project that will acquire approximately 1,000 feet of shoreline and bluff habitat lying between King County’s Piner Point Natural Area and Northilla Beach Natural Area. Located on the southernmost tip of Maury Island, the beach and shoreline at Piner Point has high quality intertidal and littoral zone habitat with eel grass and other plant life, which supports salmon and other marine aquatic species, such as surf smelt, lance spawning spears, Pacific Herring, Dungeness crab and Goeduck. The project will purchase several smaller parcels in fee or conservation easements, though fee interests are more desirable, because this would allow for better ecological restoration of some of the parcels. Half of the shoreline on Vashon and Maury Islands has been armored with rock, concrete, or wooden piers, and this impedes the replenishment of sand and gravel to the beach, which is critical for maintaining high quality habitat. Piner Point’s active feeder bluff provides sediment for a drift cell that extends over three miles to the northwest into Quartermaster Harbor. Preservation and restoration of this shoreline will benefit multiple Puget Sound WRIAs, as species salmon from throughout the Sound, including threatened chinook, which rely on the Vashon/Maury Island shoreline to help meet the habitat needs of part of their life cycle. King County WLRD is partnering with the Vashon Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT) on this project. The project is a high priority for WRIA 9, which is a major financier of the project, and it is supported by several plans, agencies and conservation groups. At Piner Point there are existing bulkheads and smaller house structures that would be removed. The project will provide improved public access and scenic views of Mount Rainier, downtown Tacoma and Puget Sound. When completed, the combined Piner Point and Northilla Beach Natural Areas will preserve over 3,000 feet of natural shoreline, and will allow King County to manage the area as one management unit. This is a project of regional significance for its aquatic habitat and scenic values. 





King County - Shinglemill Creek Preserve and Trail 	  CFT: $ 162,000  	  $ 50,000
	Parks Levy: $ 162,000	$ 200,000
	Recommendation: This project consists of the acquisition a fee simple or conservation easement interest over a wooded 68-acre parcel located immediately south of SW Cedarhurst Road and Fern Cove Park on Vashon Island. The property is currently owned by the King County Roads Services Division, which is selling the property as surplus. It contains 790 feet of the main stem of Shinglemill Creek, which is habitat for coho, and chum salmon, as well as steelhead and sea-run cutthroat trout. There is an existing trail that passes through the property from its origin at Fern Cove, up to the headwaters of Shinglemill Creek at Fisher’s Pond. The trail passes over several properties that have been permanently protected by the VMILT or King County, and the VMILT has also worked in recent years to acquire public trail easements over private properties. There is a longer term vision to connect the Shinglemill Creek Trail to a trail that would travel down the Judd Creek watershed from Judd Creek’s headwaters, which lie just south of the Shinglemill Creek headwaters. That trail will go to Quartermaster Harbor, creating a north/south, cross island trail system. The trail route through the 68-acre Shinglemill Creek property cannot be relocated to another parcel due to the sloped topography on the other side of the creek. This property is the largest unprotected parcel on Shinglemill Creek and it is bordered on three sides by permanently protected properties owned by King County Parks, the VMILT and Vashon Parks District. It is habitat for upland wildlife species and bird species that include eagles, heron, osprey, and olive-sided flycatcher and many more, which would be negatively impacted if the property is subdivided into ten-acre parcels and developed. The VMILT and King County have partnered to remove invasive plant species from the Shinglemill Creek corridor, and the will do so on this property, because it contains the last remnants of English Ivy in the corridor. The recommended level of funding would allow King County to fully purchase the property at its currently-anticipated price, however, King County will retain the option of obtaining a conservation easement over the property if VMILT is able to purchase the property. 

		Funds     	 	Funds   
Applying Jurisdiction  -  Project                        	Requested	Recommended          

King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

SUMMARY OF FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS: 
2014 Conservation Futures tax levy (CFT): and 
Proposed King County Parks Levy – Regional Open Space Acquisition funds

	Jurisdiction/Location
	Project Name
	CFT Funds  Requested
	CFT Funds  Recommended
	KC PL-ROSAF Funds Requested*
	KC PL-ROSAF Funds Recommended
	 Acres
	Council
District

	SUBURBAN CITIES 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Auburn 
	Les Gove Park Expansion 
	$ 650,000
	$ 325,000
	NA
	NA
	1.44
	7

	Bellevue
	Bellevue Greenways and Open Space System
	 $ 774,000
	$ 650,000
	NA
	NA
	2.0
	6

	Carnation*
	Lower Tolt - Swiftwater  (*King County)
	$ 215,000
	$ 215,000
	$ 0
	$ 0 
	17.9
	3

	Covington*
	Soos Creek Park and Trail Addn.  (*King County)
	$   99,000
	$   99,000
	$ 99,000
	$ 99,000
	22.0
	5 & 9 

	Covington
	South Covington Park/Jenkins Creek
	$ 630,143
	$ 200,000
	NA
	NA
	5.6
	7

	Issaquah 
	Issaquah Creek Waterways 
	$ 250,000
	$ 250,000
	NA
	NA
	10.5
	3

	Kent
	Holiday Kennel Levee Setback 
	$ 380,000
	$ 350,000
	NA
	NA
	1.8
	5

	Kirkland 
	Warsinske (Juanita Heights Park) 
(+ CFT reallocation funds) 
	$ 197,562
	$ 170,562
  +  $   27,000
	NA
	NA
	1.9
	1

	Normandy Park 
	Normandy Park Nearshore 
	$ 252,920
	$ 252,920
	NA
	NA
	8.7
	5

	Redmond
	Bear Creek Rehabilitation
	$   66,925
	$   66,925
	NA
	NA
	14.7
	3

	Redmond**
	Union Shares (Evans Creek)
	$ 500,000
	$ 0
	NA
	NA
	40.0
	3

	Sammamish*
	East Lake Sammamish Trail (*King County)
	$   31,000
	$ 0 
	$ 31,000
	$ 62,000
	 0.03
	3

	Snoqualmie 
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach 
	$ 1,289,500
	$ 250,000
	NA
	NA
	11.85
	3

	Woodinville 
	Little Bear Creek 
	$ 200,000
	$ 100,000
	NA
	NA
	0.25
	1

	Suburban Cities Subtotal 
	
	$5,536,050
	$2,929,407
	
	
	138.7
	

	SEATTLE
	West Seattle Junction (Urban Village Park) 
	$ 1,125,000
	$ 1,000,000
	NA
	NA
	0.4
	8

	       “
	Smith Cove Park Addition
	$ 875,000
	$ 875,000
	NA
	NA
	3.8
	4

	       “
	South Park Plaza
	$ 500,000
	$ 500,000
	NA
	NA
	1.3
	8

	       “
	Baker Park Addition
	$ 200,000
	$ 200,000
	NA
	NA
	0.25
	4

	
	48th and Charlestown
	$ 350,000
	$ 350,000
	NA
	NA
	0.3
	2

	 Seattle Subtotal
	
	$3,050,000
	$2,925,000
	
	
	6.05
	

	

(continued on next page)     


(continued on next page)     

	*   =   King County sponsored project located in city 
** =  Joint Redmond / King County project
      
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

KING COUNTY
(subareas)
	Project Name
	CFT Funds Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	KC PEL Funds  Requested
	KC PEL Funds  Recommended
	Acres
	Council District

	TDR/Agriculture 
	Tall Chief Golf Course (+CFT Reallocation funds) ) 
	$ 500,000
	+ $ 500,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	191.0
	3

	         
	Dairies in King County/TDR (1,500 acre goal) 
	$ 500,000
	$ 400,000
	$ 0 
	$ 0
	250.0
	TBD

	Snoqualmie Watershed
	Griffin Creek Natural Area	
	$ 367,500
	$ 210,000
	$ 367,500
	$ 300,000
	13.0
	3

	
	Raging River Forest (Echo Lake) 
	$ 415,000
	$ 415,000
	$ 415,000
	$ 415,000
	105.0
	3

	
	Snoqualmie - Fall City Reach Conservation
	$ 160,000
	$ 110,000
	$ 160,000
	$ 110,000
	135.0
	3

	
	Tolt River Natural Area 
	$ 490,100
	$ 100,000
	$ 490,100
	$ 400,000
	32.0
	3

	Cedar River /Lake Washington Watershed  
	
Upper Bear Creek Waterways
	$ 175,000
	$ 175,000
	$ 0
	$ 0
	20.0
	3

	
	Cold Creek Natural Area Addition
	$ 435,500
	$   25,000
	$ 435,500
	$ 0
	20.3
	3

	
	Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition
	$ 500,000
	$ 500,000
	$ 1,500,000
	$ 1,500,000
	216.0
	9

	
	Issaquah Creek Conservation
	$ 600,000
	$   50,000
	$ 600,000
	$ 400,000
	25.0
	9

	
	Lower Cedar River Conservation
	$ 675,000
	$ 100,000
	$ 600,000
	$ 400,000
	18.6
	9

	
	Sugarloaf Mountain Forest Access
	$   80,000
	$ 0
	$   80,000
	$ 160,000
	9.0
	9

	
	Taylor Mountain Forest Addition
	$ 0
	$ 0
	$ 500,000
	$ 0
	9.3
	9

	Green River Watershed
	Black Diamond Natural Area  Addition
	$ 500,000
	$ 130,000
	$   80,000
	$ 630,000
	243.0
	9

	
	Green River Trail Addition - Titus Pit #1
	$   72,500
	$ 0
	$   72,500
	$ 145,000
	41.4
	5

	
	Middle Green River Acquisitions 
	$ 885,000
	$ 392,000
	$ 885,000
	$ 524,000
	84.0
	7 & 9

	
	Newaukum /Big Spring Creek 
(+ CFT Reallocation funds) 
	$ 210,000
	$   50,413
+ $ 96
	$ 210,000
	$   50,000
	21.0
	9

	White River Watershed 
	Pinnacle Peak Park Additions
	$ 165,000
	$   50,000
	$ 165,000
	$ 150,000
	23.0
	9

	Vashon/Maury Island
	Island Center Forest
	$ 0
	$ 0 
	$ 200,000
	$ 155,000
	5.0
	8

	
	Maury Island Additions – Community Trails
	$ 200,000
	$ 0 
	$ 200,000
	$   50,000
	145.0
	8

	
	Piner Point Natural Area
	$ 350,000
	$ 150,000
	$ 350,000
	$ 250,000
	6.9
	8

	
	Shinglemill Creek Preserve and Trail
	$ 162,000
	$   50,000
	$ 162,000
	$ 200,000
	68.0
	8

	K.C. Subtotal 
	
	$7,442,6000
	$ 2,907,413
	$7,472,600
	$ 6,000,000
	1681.5
	

	TOTAL – All Jurisdictions
	
	$16,878,650 
	$ 8,761,820
	$ 7,602,600
	$ 6,000,000
	1,826 
	


 
Notes:  TBD = Multiple parcel project, estimated acreage varies depending on parcels acquired. 
               NA = Not Applicable.  
