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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Miranda Leskinen

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0203
	Date:
	July 23, 2024



SUBJECT

A MOTION confirming the appointment, per K.C.C. 2.16.110[footnoteRef:1], of the Director of the King County Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS). [1:  Executive appointment of the DCHS director is subject to Council confirmation per K.C.C. 2.16.110 (Appointment and Confirmation of Exempt Officials). Proposed Motion 2024-0203 approval would fulfill this Code requirement.] 


SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2024-0203 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Kelly Rider as the DCHS Director.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) manages a wide range of programs and services to assist the county's most vulnerable residents and strengthen its communities. These include services for older adults, people with developmental disabilities, housing and community development, homeless shelter and services, behavioral health prevention and treatment, veterans' services, women's program services, education and employment programs, civil legal services, and youth and family services. 

DCHS is also responsible for providing oversight and implementation management for local initiatives including Health through Housing (HTH), the Veterans, Seniors and Human Services (VSHSL) Levy, the Best Starts for Kids (BSK) Levy, the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) sales tax, the Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account (PSTAA), and the Crisis Care Centers (CCC) Levy. Moreover, as a primarily regional services department, DCHS plays a strong role in the coordination of the region's human services infrastructure.
The Department, aside from the Director’s Office, consists of five divisions:
· Adult Services Division (ASD)
· Behavioral Health and Recovery Division (BHRD)
· Children, Youth, and Young Adults Division (CYYAD)
· Development Disabilities and Early Childhood Support Division (DDESCSD)
· Housing and Community Development Division

As Director of DCHS, Ms. Rider would oversee Department operations, planning, and budgeting.

Ms. Rider’s Qualifications. Ms. Rider has worked for King County since 2017 and has served in multiple leadership roles at the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) including Housing Policy & Special Projects Manager, Director of External Affairs & Government Relations Manager, Chief of Staff, and, most recently, DCHS Acting Director. Prior to working for King County, Ms. Rider served as the Government Relations & Policy Director for the Housing Development Consortium and as staff to the Washington State House of Representatives. Additionally, Ms. Rider earned an MPA in 2012 from the University of Washington. A copy of Ms. Rider’s resume is attached to this staff report (Attachment 3).

INVITED

· Kelly Rider, Director Designee, King County Department of Community and Human Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0203
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Resume
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