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November 19, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit to the Council legislation authorizing the execution of a new District Court contact with the cities of Bellevue, Burien, Carnation, Covington, Duvall, Kenmore, Mercer Island, Newcastle, Normandy Park, North Bend, Redmond, Sammamish, Shoreline, Skykomish, Snoqualmie, and Woodinville, regarding the provision of local District Court services.  I believe these agreements are in the best interests of King County.  

Earlier this year, I sent notification to all contract cities that the County would not extend the current court contract past 2004, its original termination date, due to budgetary considerations.  The County could no longer continue to afford to subsidize the provision of local District Court services to the sixteen cities that have not yet established their own court system while at the same time continuing to provide mandated regional court services.  

The new contract is a two year contract, covering the years 2005 and 2006.  The same type of court services provided under the current contract will continue to be provided under the new contract.  While the new contract substantially reduces the subsidy of the current contract, it does not eliminate it.  In addition, the contract does not take into account long term capital costs associated with the various District Court facilities.  The cost of providing court services at multiple locations is expensive both from an operational and capital perspective.  

Like many County departments, District Court is at a critical juncture in time.  Therefore, I have included in the 2004 Executive proposed budget funds to complete an operational master plan and a facilities master plan for the District Court.  These two important processes, which I target to conclude by the end of 2004, will lay the groundwork for how and where District Court services are to be provided in an era of restricted annual County budgets.  Pending the outcome of these planning processes, it was prudent to only enter into a short term, two year contract.

The new District Court contract becomes effective January 1, 2005, Council action is needed now as the contract cities will be taking action over the next couple of months on the new agreement.  My staff is available to answer any questions, please contact Michael Thomas, Senior Policy Analyst, at (206) 205-0720.

I look forward to favorable consideration by the County Council. 

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


The Honorable Judge Wesley St. Clair


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (“OMB”)


Mike Thomas, Senior. Policy Analyst, OMB

