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March 1, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed are two ordinances that I am recommending to the King County Council for consideration and approval.  These ordinances comprise the 2002 Amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan 2000. 

The first ordinance proposes changes to the King County Comprehensive Plan 2000 policies, land use, and zoning.  Following is a summary of those amendments:

· Amends Policy U-115 to remove the reference to Regionally or Locally Significant Resource Areas as a criteria for placing R1;

· Corrects technical errors in Policies U-116 and U-130 and in text in Chapter 3;

· Amends Policy R-564 to allow mining sites to be redesignated for other uses once the mineral resources have been depleted;

· Amends Policy E-123 to remove the reference to the R1 Study, which is included with the 2002 Amendments;

· Implements the Snoqualmie Urban Growth Area Subarea Plan by amending land use and zoning designations; 

· Corrects a mapping error in an area to the northeast of Maple Valley; and

· Implements the R1 Study by amending land use and zoning designations in an area directly west of Lake Sawyer.

The second ordinance proposes changes to K.C.C. Title 21A.  Following is a summary of those amendments:

· Corrects three technical errors; and

· Allows kennels and catteries as a home occupation in the Agriculture zone on lots that are five acres or more.

Also included with this transmittal are supporting documentation for the proposed amendments.  Those materials include the following:

· Public Participation Summary;

· The analysis of the amendments in accordance with King County Comprehensive Plan Policies RP 307 and 308;

· The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) threshold determination and checklist; and 

· The R1 Study completed in accordance with Policy E-123.

A SEPA threshold Determination of Nonsignificance on both ordinances was issued on March 1, 2002.  The other documents that comprise the annual amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan including the School Capital Facilities Report, the Transportation Needs Report, and the Capital Improvement Plan will be transmitted later this year.

The Office of Regional Policy and Planning held two public meetings in January to review the proposed amendments contained in the Public Review Draft.  The Public Review Draft was also placed on the Internet for public review.  Citizens were able to view the amendments and then leave us comments on the special e-mail address for the Comprehensive Plan.  The Executive Recommended Amendments will also be added to the Internet for public review and comment.

If you have questions, please contact Stephanie Warden, Director of the Office of Regional Policy and Planning, at (206) 296-4187.

Thank you for your attention to these amendments.  I recommend that the Council approve these amendments to the King County Comprehensive Plan 2000.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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