Public Health Funding and Legislation

2010 Legislative Session

The 2010 Legislative Session officially ended on March 11th, the day designated by the state constitution for sine die.  Unfortunately, while the final gavel may have come down during the sine die ceremony the work of the Legislature was far from over.  The Governor immediately called for a Special Session, extra time for the Legislature to come to some agreement in budget levels and revenue.  The House and Senate have stated that they think they can get the work done in 7 to 10 days, rumors making Sunday March 22nd the final day.   Budget negotiators continue to work behind closed doors on a united approach to balancing the budget.  The Senate approach continues to include a temporary 3/10 sales tax increase raising about $918 million, while the House raises about $759 million relying heavily on closing loop-holes and small tax increases.  The House proposal is very similar to the Governor’s proposal that raised $758 million.

The Washington State Budget and Policy Center has created a side-by-side comparison of the three revenue plans proposed by the Governor, Senate Ways and Means Chair, and the House -http://budgetandpolicy.org/images/030110_RevenueComparison_Table.pdf
Budgets  House and Senate 

Public Health Funding:  
None of the budget proposals included a cut to public health funding in their budgets.  

Apple Health for Kids:  
Senate: -$425,000

King County Public Health has been active in gaining support in the Senate to restore this cut in the final budget.
Maternity Support Services:

The House and Senate both have fully funded this program in their budget proposals.  

HIV/AIDS Care and Prevention Programs:

House: -$3.872 million (20% cut)
Tobacco Prevention and Control Programs:

House: -$2.6 million (20% cut)
Senate: -$5.149 million (40% cut)
Funding Bills  
SB 6143 – Modifying State Excise Tax Laws

Sen. Prentice
SB 6143 is the comprehensive tax /revenue package sponsored by Sen. Prentice the Chair of the Ways and Means Committee.  Included in the bill is the $1.00 cigarette tax increase as well as parity on other tobacco products.  The bill does not dedicate any funding to the Tobacco Prevention and Control Programs. The Senate budget eliminates over $5 million from the program.  The House budget continues to eliminate $2.6 million from the program. 
HB 2493 – Taxation of Cigarette and Other Tobacco Products
Rep. Cody

HB 2493 was passed out of the House Finance committee on March 10th.  While the tax increase proposed by the legislation was included in the revenue packages brought forward by both the House and Senate.

Champions of the bill wanted to move the bill out of the Finance Committee so there would continue to be a strong vehicle if needed.
Policy Bills
HB 2360 – Consolidation of Administrative Services for AIDS Grants in the Department of Health

Rep. Darneille

HB 2360 eliminates the AIDSNETs and the requirements to conduct regional planning for community services for individuals with AIDS.  The Department of Health, rather than the AIDSNETs, is responsible for distributing grants to support community services for people who are HIV-positive or have AIDS.  
Senate Ways and Means heard the bill in committee but did not bring it up for a vote.  
