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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0584 would allow King County to enter into amendments to interlocal agreements with cities for Conservation Futures Tax levy funds.

BACKGROUND
Conservation Futures Tax levy (CFT) funds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax and by statute are available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands.  King County Code 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the annual allocation of conservation futures tax levy funds. CFT funding allocations are made annually by Council through the budget and supplemental budget process, based on recommendations from the Executive and the 16-member King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee.  

SUMMARY
The 2007 1st Quarter CIP Omnibus Ordinance (Ordinance 15815), and the 2nd Quarter CIP Omnibus Ordinance (Ordinance 15898) authorize the use of the CFT funds for specific open space and resource acquisitions, including urban space acquisitions, expansion of existing projects, and changes in scope of projects; a number of projects involve scope changes and reallocations of funding, due to obstacles encountered in the acquisition process or unwilling sellers.  In order to transfer the acquisition funds, King County must enter into an interlocal agreements (ILA) with the participating city or cities, or must modify an agreement with the city if one is already in place, to include the additional project.  The ILA defines the terms and conditions governing the use of the funds and the county’s and cities’ responsibilities in implementing the project. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0584 authorizes the Executive to sign the appropriate interlocal agreements.  
Project Summaries
Seattle:  West Capitol Hill Urban Center Park:  .22 acre park at Summit East and East John; total of $600,000 authorized from two authorizing ordinances.
Auburn:  Auburn Environmental Park—Scope Change:  Original scope involved 28.9 acres abutting Auburn Environmental Park; owners have decided not to sell.  Auburn requested use of project funds to acquire a parcel on the east side of the park, providing a trail linkage between northern and southern wetlands systems of the park.  
Kent:  Clark Lake—Scope Change: Clark Lake project funds may be spent on other available projects, if funding shortfalls develop.  This request results from acquisition progress occurring on parts of this project, while other elements have seen little progress; the scope change would allow funding flexibility to focus funds on project element where acquisition progress is being made.
Kent:  Confluence Mill Creek/Green River Project; Koch Farmland project—Scope Change:  A landowner on the portion of this project west of Mill Creek will not sell for the appraised value; the city recommended, and the Council approved, transferring $15,000 of $40,000 appropriated to that portion of the project to the Confluence Mill Creek project east of Mill Creek, and the remaining $25,000 to the Koch Farmland project described below.  
Kent:  Koch Farmland—acquisition of up to 6.16 acres in development rights on farmland between the Green River and the West Valley Highway; restoration of Green River riparian habitat is allowable. CFT funds allocated—$25,000
Lake Forest Park:  Grace Cole Nature Park Greenway—the first acquisition priority in this multiple-parcel greenway on 28th Ave NE, is a 1.5 acre wooded property with headwaters of Brookside and Macaleer creeks, including spawning areas for coho and sockeye salmon. 2007 CFT funds allocated—$500,000

Shoreline:  North Hamlin Park Addition—On the north boundary of 73-acre Hamlin Park, this is an 8.2 acre woodland/open field property in Shoreline.  CFT funds allocated—$300,000
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