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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Strategic Climate Action Plan and amending

K.C.C. chapter 18.25, Strategic Climate Action Plan, in accordance with the

2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17941, Section 104, Proviso

P1, as amended; and amending Ordinance 17270, Section 2, and K.C.C.

18.25.010 and Ordinance 17166, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 18.50.010.
PREAMBLE:
Climate change is one of the paramount challenges of our generation. King County is already
experiencing the impacts of a changing climate: warming temperatures, acidifying marine
waters, rising seas, increasing flooding risk, decreasing mountain snowpack, and less water in
the summer. Climate change will have long-term consequences for the economy, the
environment and public health and safety in King County.
King County has a long record of innovation, leadership and investment in reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and preparing for the impacts of climate change. Consideration of climate change
impacts and opportunities to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions are deeply
embedded throughout the work plans and capital investments of county departments and lines of
business. Since 2010, the investments in energy efficiency and changes in operations have
reduced normalized building energy use by more than fifteen percent, generating over three
million dollars in annual savings. King County Metro has pioneered the use of hybrid bus

technology, and the county is on track to have an all-hybrid or electric bus fleet by 2018. King
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County is now producing renewable energy equivalent to fifty-seven percent of its government
operational energy needs.

The county's first Strategic Climate Action Plan was adopted in 2012 and updated in 2015,
consistent with K.C.C. chapter 18.25. The 2015 update to the Strategic Climate Action Plan
maps specific pathways and actions needed to achieve the ambitious countywide climate goals
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by eighty percent by 2050. It also integrates the county’s
energy efficiency and renewable energy commitments and outlines how the county will partner
with cities, businesses and the civic sector to lead the nation in demonstrating successful climate
solutions.

The 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan update responds to the 2014 performance audit of the
2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan. The performance audit made four recommendations: (1)
ensure that the 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan update and its subsequent implementation
and monitoring are informed by input from a broad representation of community stakeholders in
King County; (2) establish explicit, and whenever possible, quantifiable connections between
the overarching climate goals and specific strategies and actions; (3) incorporate verifiable
economic analysis of the cost-effectiveness of current and potential actions to reach Strategic
Climate Action Plan targets; and (4) ensure there is an effective management structure and
sufficient resources in place to conduct the 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan update.

In the report to the King County council dated August 4, 2015, the auditor noted that "...the
county executive provided an effective management structure for strategic planning and that the
updated Strategic Climate Action Plan established explicit connections between actions and
goals based on rigorous technical analysis. The update has also made substantive progress in
strengthening community engagement and cost-effectiveness analysis of climate actions."

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:
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SECTION 1. Ordinance 17270, Section 2, and K.C.C. 18.25.010 are each hereby amended to read as

follows:

A.1. The executive shall develop a strategic climate action plan ((thatuses-the King-County-Strategie

)) to establish long-term targets and

guide actions within county services and operations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a

changing climate, consistent with the King County Strategic Plan. ((Fhe-firststrategicclimate-actionplan-shall

include the following:

a. the identification of specific ((ebjeetives)) goals, strategies, measures, targets and priority actions

for ((redueing)) county services and operations to reduce emissions ((and-mitigating-elimate-impaets))

consistent with the countywide goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions twenty-five percent by 2020, fifty

percent by 2030 and eighty percent by 2050, compared to a 2007 baseline. The ((kst-efstrategtesshall-be

7)) strategic climate action plan

should establish explicit, and whenever possible, quantifiable connections between the overarching climate

goals and specific strategies and actions;

imprevements-and-the-strategic-climate-actionplan)) the current assessment of climate change impacts in King

County and identification of goals, strategies, and priority actions within county services and county operations

to address climate change impacts; ((ard))
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c. performance measures and related targets for both operational emissions and implementation of

priority strategies that advance the strategic climate action plan_and provide for assessment of progress relative

to overarching climate goals at the community scale; and

d. assessment of cost effectiveness for key county services and operations building on the pilot cost

effectiveness assessment in the 2015 strategic climate action plan update.

2. In developing future updates of the King County strategic climate action plan, the executive shall

continue to review climate change-related plans being developed by other municipalities, including the city of
Seattle's climate action plan, and identify any opportunities for partnerships with cities or strategies or activities

that could be incorporated as part of the King County climate strategic plan. Future updates shall also continue

to strengthen engagement of communities most impacted by climate change, review and address the

disproportionate impacts of climate change. and develop solutions in a manner consistent with Ordinance

16948 establishing the county’s fair and just principle.

3. Future strategic climate action plan updates will review opportunities and strengthen

recommendations for partnership with cities, businesses and non-profit organizations to advance actions to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prepare for climate change impacts.

4. The council recognizes that ((the-ehmate-changerelated-strategiesidentifredin-the King-County

transmitted-byJunre 29-2042;)) science related to climate change and successful climate solutions are evolving,

and King County’s plan should build upon and refine the strategies, activities, and performance targets ((

identified-as-partof the King County-Strategic Plan 2010-20144)) in accordance with best available science,

practices, and progress toward emissions reductions targets.
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5:)) 6. Consistent with the county's strategic planning cycle, updates after 2045 will occur at least

every five years, unless more frequent updates are needed to respond to changing information about emissions
sources, performance relative to targets, new technologies, or a changing regulatory context. The executive

shall transmit updates to the strategic climate action plan to the council for adoption by motion.

((6:)) 7. Progress in achieving strategic climate action plan performance measure targets and
accomplishment of priority actions identified in subsection A.1.((e:)), as well as findings outlining
recommendations for changes in policies, priorities and capital investments, shall be reported and transmitted to
council annually. The progress report shall be included as part of the report required in K.C.C. 18.50.010.

B. Future updates to climate-related objectives and strategies in the King County Strategic Plan should
be informed by the strategic climate action plan.

C. The executive must transmit the legislation and reports required to be submitted by this section in
the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original
and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff and the lead staff for the
transportation, economy and environment committee or its successor.

SECTION 2. Ordinance 17166, Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 18.50.010 are each hereby amended
to read as follows:

The executive shall transmit by June 30 of each year a report on the county's major environmental

sustainability programs intended to reduce energy use, climate emissions and resource use and prepare for the

impacts of climate change. as required in subsections A., B. and C. of this section. The executive shall transmit

the report to council, filed in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council,

who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff

King County Page 5 of 7 Printed on 4/3/2022

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

File #: 2015-0474, Version: 1

and the lead staff for the transportation economy and environment committee or its successor. ((Fhereport

) The

report shall be structured in a way that links actual performance to established goals and indicators and can

guide policy choices, program priorities ((5)) and investments in capital projects. ((Fherepertrequiredin
KCEC1825-010-A-6-shall- be-incladed-aspart-ef the report:)) The report should address the following:
A. ((Fhe-elimate-changeprogram)) Greenhouse gas emissions reductions, including:

1. Progress towards achieving ((F))_the overarching greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for

both county government operations and the county as a whole ((and-actionsto-reduce-operational-and
communtty-seale-greenhousegas-emisstons:));
2. ((S

Progress against targets and measures and updates on the implementation of strategies and priority actions in

five goal areas for the strategic climate action plan: transportation and land use: building and facilities energy:

oreen building: consumption and materials management, including the environmental purchasing program: and

forestry and agriculture: and

3. ((AH)) Major expenses associated with the climate change program; ((ard

4. A cost-benefit analysis of the program:))

art)) An update on

implementation of climate preparedness strategies and priority actions recommended in the current strategic

climate action plan; and

C. The green building program, ((inehading)) in accordance with K.C.C. chapter 18.17;
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1 Lations for-cl : licies)).

SECTION 3. This ordinance amends K.C.C. chapter 18.25, in accordance with the 2015/2016 Biennial

Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17941, Section 104, Proviso P1, as amended.
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