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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Renita Borders
Hiedi Popochock

	Proposed No.:
	2017-0422
	Date:
	December 5, 2017




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2017-0422 would confirm the appointment of Wendy Howard, who resides in Council District 8, to the King County Rural Forest Commission for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2018.

BACKGROUND 

The King County Rural Forest Commission was established in October 1997,[footnoteRef:1] to review the development and implementation of strategies, innovative programs, policies and regulations that benefit forestry and to advise the County on ways to preserve rural forests and promote rural forestry.   [1:  Ordinance 12901] 


The Commission has 13 voting members selected to represent diverse and specific rural forest interests and geographic regions of rural King County. Commission members serve staggered three-year terms and represent the following interests:

· At least five members representing private rural forest landowners, with at least one from each of the following ownership categories:
· 500 acres or greater;
· 40 to 500 acres and for whom income from forestry is an important component of total income;
· 20 acres or greater and enrolled in the Forest Land Designation program; and
· Less than 20 acres;
· Advocates of non-timber values, such as environmental protection, recreation or open space;
· Washington state Department of Natural Resources;
· Affected Indian Tribes;
· Consumers or users of local forest products, such as mills, lumber suppliers, craftsmen, florist suppliers, or users of other alternative forest products;
· Academic or professional foresters, or forestry associations; and
· Rural cities.

In addition to the voting members, the Commission includes the following non-voting ex-officio members: 

· The directors of the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Permitting and Environmental Review, Executive Services, the Office of Budget,
· A representative of the King County Council Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee;
· A representative of the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest[footnoteRef:2]; [2:  Ordinance 16024 – Position was added in 2008.] 

· A representative of the Washington State University Extension[footnoteRef:3] and  [3:  Ordinance 16024 – Position was added in 2008.] 

· The director of the King Conservation District.

The Commission currently meets six times a year.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Wendy Howard currently works at Stokes Lawrence, P.S., as a Litigation Paralegal. She has more than 25 years of experience in areas of class action, employment, trust and estate, commercial litigation and family law. She graduated Summa Cum Laude from the University of Washington, majoring in Ethnic, Gender and Labor Studies and minoring in Hispanic Studies. Additionally, Ms. Howard is a member of the Washington Farm Forestry Association.
 
For the past four years, Ms. Howard and her husband have taken the lead in stewardship efforts and care of her family’s 157 acre forest. She has attended Washington State University’s Forestry Extension Coached Planning course and has written and secured approval of their forest stewardship plan. In addition, she participates in King County’s Public Benefit Rating System[footnoteRef:4] program and has applied for and secured a grant through the King Conservation District for invasive species control and interplanting on her property.  [4:  The Public Benefit Rating System (PBRS) offers an incentive to preserve open space on private property in King County by providing a tax reduction. A participating property is assessed at a “current use” value, which is lower than the “highest and best use” assessment value that would otherwise apply to the property.] 


She notes in her application that she is dedicated to maintaining forest health and protecting the water, air and wildlife habitat.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2017-0422 (attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal Letter
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