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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2017-0230 authorizes the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) to accept a donation of 150 automated external defibrillators (AEDs).

SUMMARY

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2012, Public Health - Seattle & King County and the KCSO partnered to improve emergency medical and public safety services by equipping Sheriff's Deputies' vehicles with AEDs.  Public Health used Emergency Medical Services Levy funding to equip 75 vehicles with AEDs.  Since that time, the Sheriff has used its General Fund budget appropriations to fund another 225 AEDs.

The Sheriff began soliciting last year private donations to fund 150 more units, which would allow the KCSO to outfit every Patrol car in King County, approximately 450 vehicles, with an AED unit.  The Snoqualmie Tribe in May 2017 purchased for $180,000[footnoteRef:1] 150 more AED units for King County Sheriff Patrol cars, all Snoqualmie Tribal Public Safety vehicles and other needs. [1:  The King County Sheriff’s Office in 2016 received a bid for 150 defibrillators for a total cost of $125,000, which is the AED value noted in the motion.  Newer estimates provided by the KCSO budget staff established the value at $945.00 per unit for the AED and carrying case.  The $180,000 noted in this staff report is based on a joint Snoqualmie Tribe-KCSO press release: https://www.snoqualmietribe.us/content/snoqualmie-indian-tribe-donates-150-automated-external-defibrillators-aeds-king-county] 


King County Code 2.80.010 requires that gifts, bequests and donations, of more than $2,000 must be accepted on behalf of King County by motion of the County Council.  This motion would allow the KCSO to accept the AEDs. 

BACKGROUND 

The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services for unincorporated King County as well as for over 40 other governmental agencies, including full service police services to 12 contract cities. In addition to providing patrol services, KCSO provides numerous specialty law enforcement services including an air support unit, marine unit, SWAT, major crime investigations, bomb disposal, major accident response and reconstruction and arson investigations. KCSO also performs other functions such as emergency 9-1-1 call receiving and dispatching, service of court orders related to civil court filings, issuing concealed weapons permits, and sex offender registration. KCSO is led by an independently elected Sheriff.

Public Health Partnership:

Public Health – Seattle & King County in 2012 began to equip Deputies’ vehicles with life-saving AEDs. In its first year, Public Health was able to acquire AEDs and equip 75 KCSO vehicles, along with providing training for Deputies and Emergency Dispatchers.  The KCSO and Public Health had at the time indicated that Sheriff’s Deputies are available in the field and are able to respond to emergencies quickly and sometimes arrive at a scene prior to emergency medical personnel. 

KCSO Training on AEDs:

The KCSO regularly provides training to its Deputies in an effort to ensure that every Patrol vehicle that is equipped with an AED is also staffed with personnel who are trained to use the equipment.  Communications Specialists (Dispatchers) at the KCSO have in the past also received emergency responder training so that they can support Deputies in the field.  To date, all Deputies have been trained to use AEDs because the training is provided as part of the Department’s regular certification updates.

Use of AEDs:

In its first year deploying vehicles with AEDs, KCSO Deputies and Dispatchers used the equipment, as well as their cardio pulmonary resuscitation skills, successfully on at least three occasions. Since that time, Deputies have responded to many medical emergencies, and on numerous occasions, arrived at the scene first and employed their cardiopulmonary resuscitation skills and AED units to save multiple lives.  To date, Deputies have used the AEDs to successfully resuscitate approximately 18[footnoteRef:2] heart attack victims. [2:  Data was tracked for 2012, 2015 and 2016 only.  Actual total may be higher.] 


One highly publicized resuscitation occurred on March 6, 2017 when a Sheriff's Deputy suffered a heart attack while fighting a Driving-Under-The-Influence suspect and one of his partners had an AED unit in the trunk and was able to use it to save the Deputy's life.

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe and Donation of AEDs:

The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe consists of Native Americans from the Puget Sound region of Washington State. The Snoqualmie Indian Tribe is made up of approximately 500 members and is a federally recognized tribe. Known as the People of the Moon, Snoqualmie tribal members were signatories to the Treaty of Point Elliott in 1855. 

The Tribe has indicated that the donation of the AEDs was spurred the by the March 2017 event in which Deputies used an AED to save the life of a fellow officer as well as by the Sheriff’s expressed desire to see all King County Sheriff Patrol cars equipped with the life-saving devices.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2017-0230 is a motion that authorizes the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) to accept a donation of 150 AEDs.  King County Code 2.80.010 requires that gifts, bequests and donations, of more than $2,000 must be accepted on behalf of King County by motion of the County Council.  This motion would allow the KCSO to accept the AEDs. 

The use of the KCSO’s existing defibrillators has been shown to save lives when Deputies are first on a scene and are trained to provide an emergency response.  In the last six years, this has happened approximately 18 times.

The 150 AEDs will complement the other AEDs used by Deputies who must provide an emergency medical response.  The KCSO will incur ongoing training, maintenance and replacement costs for the utilization of the AEDs.  Department budget staff have indicated that these costs will be minimal and funded within the Department’s current appropriation.  The AEDs will be put on a staggered replacement schedule and will not create a fiscal bow wave that will require a future budget request from the Executive or Council.  


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2017-0230 

INVITED

1. Sheriff John Urquhart, King County Sheriff’s Office
2. Deputy Billy Michels, King County Sheriff’s Office
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