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SUBJECT

A briefing on the King County Barn Again Barn Restoration Program.

SUMMARY

Today’s briefing will provide a summary of the first annual Barn Again Historic Barn Restoration Program Annual Report. The first round of funding for this program, provided by the Building for Culture program, funded a total of $235,094 to nine applications, restoring six barns, three milk houses, one milking parlor, and one chicken house in King County.

BACKGROUND 

King County’s Barn Again Historic Barn Restoration Program was recently re-funded through King County and 4Culture’s Building for Culture Program, passed by the Council in November 2015. Building for Culture provides up to $500,000 in funds in 2016-2017 for the program through Proviso P1, Section 3, Ordinance 18179. P1 states that:

A. Of this appropriation, $500.000 shall be expended or encumbered solely for the Barn Again program to stabilize, rehabilitate and restore historic barns, farmhouses and related outbuildings such as sheds, silos, milk houses or other structures that are historically associated with the working life of a farm or rural community. The grant program will be managed by King County's department of natural resources and parks historic preservation program. The department of natural resources and parks historic preservation program shall solicit grant applications and determine the grant recipients and grant awards, which are anticipated to be in the range of $5,000 to $75,000 based on the following evaluation criteria:
1. The extent to which the project preserves historic character;
2. The readiness of the applicant to initiate, manage, and complete the project;
3. The reasonableness of the project cost estimate;
4. The extent to which the project will facilitate the building's long-term preservation and continued use; and
5. The urgency of the threat and need for repair.

B. The executive shall transmit an annual report on this restoration program identifying all applicants, amounts requested and awarded, the address and council district of each project, descriptions of the restoration work for each barn or farm structure and the estimated or actual completion date for each restoration project. The executive shall transmit the annual report by February 1 each year, with the final report being transmitted by February 1 of the last year the department of natural resources and restoration program. The executive must file the annual report in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the council policy staff director, and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee or its successor.

According to the report, Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff conducted targeted outreach in early 2016 to inform the community about the program and solicit applications. The program received 22 applications totaling $934,428 in requests. The applications were reviewed and awards recommended by a grant review panel made up of an architect, historic preservation professional, 4Culture’s preservation lead, and a staff member in King County’s Farmland Protection Program. The award recommendations were then approved by the King County Landmarks Commission, and applicants were notified in May 2016.

Nine applicants were awarded $6,000 to $41,000 each, for a total of $235,094. Each applicant contributed matching funds or in-kind donations of labor towards the projects. The projects included restoration work on six barns, three milk houses, one milking parlor, and one chicken house.

The report provides the names, amounts requested and awarded, and address and council district of each application. It also provides descriptions and photos of the awarded projects along with estimated or actual completion dates for each project.

HPP staff has already begun outreach about the next round of the grant program, and will be conducting a series of grant workshops to assist interested parties with their applications. Applications are due May 1, 2017, with awards to be made by the end of May. More information about the program is available at the Barn Again website: www.kingcounty.gov/barnagain. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]2017-RPT0013
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Barn Again presentation

INVITED

1. Jennifer Meisner, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Historic Preservation Officer
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