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June 29, 2017
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:
This letter transmits an ordinance that would streamline the process required for the County to sell tax title properties and other properties valued below a defined threshold that are surplus to the needs of King County. 
A tax title property is a tract of land acquired by the County due to lack of bidders at a tax foreclosure sale. It is in the interest of the County and political sub-divisions to increase the number of tax title properties sold and returned to the tax base. King County has an estimated inventory of 1,200 tax title properties. In 1995, County Code was amended to establish a  threshold of $10,000, beyond which the County Council must approve such sales. 

An accelerated reduction to the tax title properties held by the County can be facilitated by amending the King County Code to allow the sale of tax title properties to be carried out by the Facilities Management Division without Council approval of each individual sale, except for properties worth more than $500,000 as adjusted for inflation over time. In addition, the process can be expedited by authorizing the sale of tax title properties through public auction by electronic media  authorized by State law. 
Sales of non-tax title properties can also be accelerated by increasing the Council approval threshold to $500,000 as adjusted for inflation over time. Sales would continue to be subject to requirements regarding advertising, posting, surplus property and affordable housing.
The proposed package of property sale process efficiencies furthers the King County Strategic Plan guiding principles of financial stewardship. It also furthers the goal of service excellence by removing unnecessary and lengthy delays currently experienced by King County residents who have made offers to purchase property surplus to the needs of King County. 
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division, at 206-477-9352.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff



  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services 
   (DES)

Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division (FMD), DES


Bryan Hague, Manager, Real Estate Services, FMD, DES

