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SUBJECT
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Briefing on the work products and anticipated schedule leading to consideration of a 2018 Long Term Combined Sewer Overflow Plan Amendment, and the 2018 Combined Sewer Overflow Program Review.

SUMMARY

The Long Term Combined Sewer Overflow Plan guides the primary ongoing capital project of the Wastewater Treatment Division.  That Plan, and the CSO Program Review, were last updated in 2012; updates are anticipated approximately every five years.  The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) policy and state administrative code requirements address frequency and substance requirements for the plan amendment and the Program Review.  The RWSP also speaks to Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) and Council review opportunities.  The RWQC was briefed on this topic in April of 2016; today’s briefing will describe ongoing development and preparations for submittal of the update to the Long Term Control Plan.

BACKGROUND 

On September 17, 2012, the Council approved Ordinance 17413, amending the county’s Long Term Combined Sewer Overflow Control Plan, and authorizing a Water Quality Assessment and Monitoring Study in support of the next CSO program review in 2018.  The 2012 Long Term CSO Control Plan Amendment, Attachment A to the Ordinance, consists of a matrix of proposed CSO Control Projects, Descriptions and Design Criteria, Performance Criteria, Critical Milestones, and Estimated Costs in 2010 dollars.

The 2012 Long Term CSO Control Plan was accompanied by a 2012 CSO Control Program Review Report, documenting the County’s review of its CSO Control Program, and supported by a series of Technical Memoranda.  The Program Review Report indicates that the next Program Review is due to the Washington Department of Ecology in 2018.

WAC 173-245-090 requires municipalities to submit, in conjunction with their application for renewal of the applicable National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES”) permit, an amendment to the “CSO reduction plan” (the long-term control plan).  The amendment is to assess the effectiveness of the CSO reduction plan to date; re-evaluate the project priority ranking; and list projects to be accomplished in the next five years, based on priorities and estimated revenues.  

The NPDES permit renewal is anticipated in 2019.  

On July 3, 2013, King County, the Washington Department of Ecology and the federal Environmental Protection Agency signed a Consent Decree committing the County to the control of combined sewer overflows that are under the management of the regional wastewater treatment system.  The Consent Decree includes, as an appendix, the list of CSO Control Measures, Design Criteria, Performance Criteria and Critical Milestones that are drawn from the Long Term Control Plan.  

The Regional Wastewater Services Plan includes pertinent policies addressing combined sewer overflows, including CSOCP-11:
	
CSOCP-11:  Before completion of a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System-required CSO Control Plan Amendment, the executive shall submit a CSO program review report to the council and RWQC.  The purpose of the review is to evaluate, at a minimum, changes to regulations, new technologies, existing CSO control performance, and human and environmental health priorities that may affect implementation of the CSO Control Plan.  Based on its consideration of the CSO program review, RWQC may make recommendations to the council for modifying or amending the CSO program, including changing the sequencing of CSO projects.  Any future updates or amendments to the county's long-term CSO control plan are subject to Environmental Protection Agency and Washington state Department of Ecology approvals.

Additionally, CSOCP-13 further specifies requirements for the Program Review Report:  
	
CSOCP-13:  King County shall prepare a water quality assessment and monitoring study, consistent with the guidance provided in Ordinance 17413 and other applicable legal requirements, to inform the next combined sewer overflow control program review in 2018.  

The Wastewater Treatment Division is proceeding with the development of an update to the Long Term Control Plan, targeting a 2018 submission date.  As noted, CSOCP 11 requires a CSO Program Review Report to be submitted to Council and RWQC before completion of the Plan Amendment, and RWQC may recommend modifying the CSO program.  

ANALYSIS

Review, evaluation and monitoring of the Long Term Combined Sewer Overflow Plan, and the accompanying CSO Program Review, is a central element of the RWQC’s responsibilities.  Recognizing the comprehensive nature and policy implications of the Long Term CSO Plan and the Program Review, as well as the review expectations for RWQC and the Council, this briefing is intended to provide an overview of the status of this program and capital projects, as well as an understanding of timing and work products associated with the upcoming review.  

The briefing will provide an opportunity for the Wastewater Treatment Division to describe its proposed process.  John Phillips, the Division’s CSO Program Manager, will brief the committee. 
  
ATTACHMENTS:  

1. 2012 Long Term CSO Plan Amendment 
2. Summary Brochure, Recommended CSO Control Plan, June 1012

INVITED:

1. John Phillips, CSO Program Manager, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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