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SUBJECT

Briefing 2017-B0057 will focus on implementation of the Heroin and Prescription Opiate Addiction Task Force.  

SUMMARY:

In March 2016, the King County Executive and mayors of the cities of Auburn, Renton and Seattle announced formation of a Heroin and Prescription Opiate Addiction Task Force. The task force, comprised of stakeholders from cities, the county, the state and the federal government, as well as from the provider community and the criminal justice community, met five times and issued a final report and recommendations (Attachment 1) in September 2016.  The recommendations are summarized at a high level as follows:

Primary Prevention of Opioid Use Disorders:
· Prescriber education
· Public education for adults and youth
· Prescription drug take-back
· Enhancing screening for opioid misuse and opioid use disorder

Treatment Expansion and Enhancement:
· Treatment on demand for all needed modalities of treatment
· Innovative buprenorphine prescribing practices

User Health Services and Overdose Prevention
· Expansion of access to naloxone
· Community Health Engagement Locations (CHEL sites) for individuals with substance use disorders where supervised consumption occurs.

The task force was co-chaired by Brad Finegood, M.A., Assistant Director of the King County Behavioral Health and Recovery Division, and Dr. Jeff Duchin, M.D., (Health Officer, Public Health-Seattle & King County).  

Mr. Finegood will give today’s briefing and discuss the status of implementation of the task force recommendations. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Heroin and Prescription Opiate Addiction Task Force Final Report and Recommendations
2. Seattle and King County Heroin & Prescription Opiate Addiction Task Force Final Recommendations Powerpoint

INVITED
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1. Brad Finegood, Assistant Director, King County Behavioral Health and Recovery Division
2. Dr. Jeff Duchin, Health Officer, Public Health-Seattle & King County
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