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Legislative Update
February 16, 2017


The 2017 State Legislative Session began on January 9th. Due to the number of budget priorities this year, including funding the McCleary decision, we expect this 105 day session will actually end much closer to June. 

By this Friday, February 17th, all bills must pass out of their house of origin policy committees or they will be considered dead. The exception to this are bills that are deemed ‘Necessary to Implement the Budget’. The next cutoff date is fiscal, meaning advancing bills must pass out of their fiscal committee by February 24th.

Currently, Public Health has reviewed over 300 bills with County impact. We are tracking a number of state bills regarding tobacco, gun safety, and Foundational Public Health Services.
 
Public Health is also tracking federal legislation and has participated in County-wide work groups on the Affordable Care Act, Environmental Health, and Marijuana/Opioid regulation. Congress has been heavily focused on cabinet confirmations and I will have further updates for you as greater legislative movement occurs.


State Policy Priorities

Foundational Public Health Services
· HB 1432/ SB 5353: Concerning Foundational Public Health Services
These bills focus on defining core set of public health services to be funded by the state. Additionally, the bills would direct the Department of Health to work with local authorities in developing shared services for epidemiology assessment and communicable disease monitoring and response.  The House bill will continue in the legislative process, whereas the Senate bill will not be advancing.
 
Special thanks to CM Joe McDermott, CM Kathy Lambert, and Director Patty Hayes for your continued efforts on FPHS.

Tobacco Bills
· HB 1054 / SB 5025: Raising the purchase age for tobacco and vaping products to 21. 
These bills would raise the purchase age for both tobacco and vape products to age 21. A person who sells cigars, cigarettes, cigarette paper, tobacco or vapor products to a person under the age of 21 would be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. The House bill will advance through the legislative process and the Senate bill will not.

· HB 1919: Establishes a special license endorsement for cigar lounges and retail tobacconist shops. This bill would allow for the smoking of tobacco products in a physically separated and designated area, subject to restrictions. This bill would also require employees to possess an active smoker status (with evidence from a blood test) and sign a declaration acknowledging the risk associated with environmental smoke. This bill is expected to move forward.

Gun Violence Prevention
· HB 1122/SB 5463: Protecting public safety through responsible storage of firearms. This bill would create a new crime addressing storing or leaving a firearm where a prohibited person may gain access to the firearm.  It will require firearms dealers to offer to sell or give purchasers a locked box, lock, or device that prevents a firearm from discharging, and provide warnings regarding potential criminal liability for unsafe storage of firearms. The House bill will advance and the Senate bill will not.

Secure Medicine Return
· HB 1047: Protecting the public's health by creating a system for safe and secure collection and disposal of unwanted medications. This bill establishes a funded statewide drug take-back program for the safe and secure collection and disposal of unwanted medications. The bill contains a grandfather clause meant to protect local programs that meet the state’s minimum standards. This bill will continue to advance. 

Distracted Driving
· HB1371 /SB5289: Modifying the infraction of and penalties for Distracted Driving. This bill replaces current laws that prohibit use of a hand-held cellular phone and texting that require more than the minimum use of a finger to activate, deactivate, or initiate function of the device. This bill would also preempt local laws and doubles current penalty amounts for related infractions. The House bill is moving forward and the Senate bill is not.

Safe Injection Sites
· HB 1761/SB 5223: Prohibit safe injection sites. This bill would establish state authority to prohibit safe injection sites. Violations of the prohibition would void any LHJ’s claim for state general funding. The original bill included needle exchanges in the definition of safe injection site and that language has been removed. The Senate bill will advance and the House will not. Public Health- Seattle & King County is opposed to HB 1761/SB 5223.

Access to Healthcare
· [bookmark: _GoBack]HB 1523/ SB 5602: Requiring health plans to cover, with no cost sharing, all preventive services required to be covered under federal law as of December 31, 2016. The House bill will advance and the Senate bill will not. 

· HB 1338/ SB 5253: Addressing the Washington state health insurance pool. This bill would extend the expiration date the high risk health insurance pool for the state of Washington.  WSHIP serves as a safety net for individuals who have been denied health insurance coverage because of their medical status or are unable to obtain comprehensive coverage. Both Bills are scheduled to move forward.
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