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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0031 would rename a portion of the County’s Green River Natural Area in honor of Doreen Johnson, to recognize her service, dedication and influence in Southeast King County.

SUMMARY

Doreen Davis Johnson, who passed away in 2014, was a longtime community volunteer in Southeast King County, who provided leadership and assistance in the development of King County’s first Comprehensive Plan, as a member of the Rural Area Task Force, as a reviewer of forest practice applications for the Washington Environmental Council, as a committee member for Water Resource Inventory Areas 9 and 10, as an advocate for the preservation of salmon habitat in the Middle Green River, and as a donor of hundreds of thousands of pounds of fresh, organic food to the Pierce County Emergency Food Network, 

The Proposed Ordinance would rename three parcels (2521059081, 2521059007 and 2521059075) within the Green River Natural Area, to become the Doreen Johnson Conservation Area, as a way of honoring Doreen Johnson for her service and leadership in Southeast King County.

BACKGROUND 

Doreen Johnson Biography

Doreen Davis Johnson was the daughter of Otto and Charlotte Davis. Ms. Johnson attended Alderton High School and graduated from Puyallup High School. She went on to graduate from the University of Washington. 

A lifelong educator, Ms. Johnson taught at Muckleshoot tribal preschool, Cascade Junior High and Federal Way High School, and chaired the committee that brought Green River Community College to Auburn. 

In addition to her vocation as an educator, Ms. Johnson contributed to the community in many ways, as a volunteer, leader, advocate, and donor:

· During the early 1990s, Ms. Johnson served as a member of the Rural Area Task Force, which identified and designated the Rural Area of King County as part of the development of King County's first Comprehensive Plan. 

· For 15 years, Ms. Johnson reviewed all forest practice applications in King County for the Washington Environmental Council, working with timber interests to protect stream and wildlife habitat.

· During the late 1990s and early 2000s, Ms. Johnson served on committees for Water Resource Inventory Areas 9 and 10, helping develop salmon habitat plans for the threatened Chinook salmon population of the Green/Duwamish and White Rivers. She helped leverage funding to protect salmon habitat in the Middle Green River, including the preservation of the headwaters of Icy Creek, the acquisition of the Kanaskat, O'Grady and Metzler reaches, and the creation of the one thousand acre Green River Natural Area.

· Beginning in 2003, Ms. Johnson donated the use of her family's property to the Pierce County Emergency Food Network to be used as Mother Earth Farm, supplying one hundred thousand pounds of organically-grown food annually for community food banks.

In 2007, the King County Executive awarded Ms. Johnson a Green Globe Award for her work to protect and improve King County’s environment.

Ms. Johnson passed away on May 6, 2014 at the age of 85. She is survived by her husband, Howard; daughters Jerene, Colleen, and Nora; grandsons Aaron, Troy and Brett; and great-grandson Ryan.

ANALYSIS

Renaming a portion of Green River Natural Area

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0031 does not require an agreement for naming rights since the name change will not provide financial support for parks or other recreational facilities.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  King County Code 7.08.080 Advertising, sponsorship and naming rights.] 


Fiscal Impact

Executive staff have determined that the costs associated with Proposed Ordinance 2017-0031 would be minimal. Costs would include the labor and materials costs to install new signage at trailheads and other appropriate locations. 



ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0031
2. Map of proposed Doreen Johnson Conservation Area

INVITED

· Doug Osterman, Watershed Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
· Nora Hightower, Director of Civic Services, City of Bellevue, daughter of Doreen Johnson
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