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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0429 would rename the King County Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) Oversight Committee as the MIDD Advisory Committee and make changes to the membership of the committee.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0429 would update the membership of the MIDD Oversight Committee to reflect changes in organizations, as well as to add new positions.  The legislation would also change the name of the MIDD Oversight Committee to the MIDD Advisory Committee to better reflect its role.  

An amendment has been drafted to reflect policy language added to the Council-adopted MIDD Service Improvement Plan (Ordinance 18406). 

BACKGROUND 

In 2007, the King County Council adopted Ordinance 15949 authorizing the levy and collection of an additional sales and use tax of one-tenth of one percent for the delivery of mental health and chemical dependency services and therapeutic courts.[footnoteRef:1]  The sales tax was authorized to be collected through December 31, 2016. [1:  In 2005, the Washington state legislature authorized counties to implement a one-tenth of one percent sales and use tax to support new or expanded chemical dependency or mental health treatment programs and services and for the operation of new or expanded therapeutic court programs and services.] 


In 2008, the Council adopted Ordinance 16077, establishing the MIDD Oversight Committee as an advisory body with the purpose of “ensur[ing] that the implementation and evaluation of the strategies and programs funded by the tax revenue are transparent, accountable and collaborative.”  The ordinance also states that “the oversight committee should: promote coordination and collaboration between entities involved with sales tax programs; educate the public, policymakers and stakeholders on sales tax funded programs; and coordinate and share information with other related efforts and groups.”  MIDD Oversight Committee members are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council. 

In 2015, anticipating deliberations on extending the MIDD beyond 2016, the Council passed Ordinance 17998 requiring a comprehensive review of the MIDD strategies and programs and development of a service improvement plan (SIP) to guide investments under a continued MIDD.  Ordinance 17998 also required the SIP to recommend modifications ot the purpose, role and composition of the MIDD Oversight Committee.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Broad outreach was conducted in assessing the MIDD 1 and in developing the service improvement plan for MIDD 2. The outreach effort included surveys; five regional community conversations; and 13 focus groups ranging in size from four to 100 participants, involving specific communities, populations or sub-regional areas.] 


In 2016, the Council approved Ordinance 18333 extending collections of the MIDD sales tax through 2025.  In addition, the Council adopted updated policy goals for the MIDD (Ordinance 18407) and the new SIP (Ordinance 18406).  As required by Ordinance 17998, the SIP made recommendations to modify the MIDD Oversight Committee – the changes would be effectuated in Proposed Ordinance 2016-0429. 

ANALYSIS

The current composition of the MIDD Oversight Committee is shown in Table 1 below.

	Table 1
MIDD 1 Oversight Committee Composition as Required by Ordinance 16077 (2008)

	*King County Council
	King County Mental Health Advisory Board
	*King County systems integration initiative

	*King County Executive
	King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board
	The Community Health Council

	*Superior Court
	A provider of both mental health and chemical dependency services in King County
	Washington State Hospital Association, representing King County Hospitals

	*District Court
	A provider of culturally specific mental health services in King County
	Suburban Cities Association (now Sound Cities Association)

	*Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
	A provider of culturally specific chemical dependency services in King County
	City of Seattle

	*Sheriff’s Office
	A provider of domestic violence prevention services in King County
	City of Bellevue

	*Public Health
	A provider of sexual assault victim services in King County
	Labor representing a bona fide labor organization

	*Department of Judicial Administration
	An agency providing mental health and chemical dependency services to youth
	*Office of the Public Defender (now Department of Public Defense)

	*Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
	Harborview Medical Center
	The National Alliance on Mental Illness

	*Department of Community and Human Services
	The Committee to End Homeless in King County (now All Home)
	A representative from a public defender agency that the county contracts with to provide services

	* Denotes a King County government seat.



The adopted SIP calls for modifying the existing composition based on the following:

· Remove the King County Mental Health Advisory Board and King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administration Board positions, as these boards have been dissolved. 
· Add a position representing the King County Behavioral Health and Recovery Board, which replaced the two dissolved boards.
· Eliminate the position for the representative from a public defender agency, as public defense services have been brought into the county and the Department of Public Defense is currently represented on the committee.
· Updating the names of organizations.

In addition, the adopted SIP recommends adding seven new positions (a net of five additional positions with the changes discussed above):

· Two representatives of communities and consumers to reflect principles of community engagement
· Washington Recovery Alliance to enable a recovery-focused alliance with a broader view than a single agency 
· Puget Sound Educational Services District to provide another linkage to children, youth and families 
· Many Minds Collaborative to reflect increased partnering with philanthropic organizations
· Medicaid Managed Care Plans to reflect the increasing emphasis on managed care organizations as physical and mental health become increasingly integrated
· A representative from a grassroots organization representing cultural populations[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Added by council via amendment at the Regional Policy Committee meeting on October 12, 2016.] 


Council staff requested information from DCHS on why the Washington Recovery Alliance, Puget Sound Educational Services District and Many Minds Collaborative were specified and whether other organizations could be considered for positions on the committee.  DCHS’s responded, in part:

“Washington Recovery Alliance (WRA): This is a statewide organization working in the recovery field. The belief is this organization is the most organized and unified voice for recovery in our region and can bring the perspective of recovery to the work of the MIDD Oversight Committee. 

Puget Sound Educational Services District (PSESD):  Having the perspective and voices of schools and the needs of school aged kids is a priority for the MIDD OC. PSESD is one of nine regional educational agencies serving school districts and state-approved private schools in Washington. Educational Service Districts are an essential regional delivery system for early learning and K-12 services in the state… Because there are multiple school districts serving King County, it would not be possible to add a seat for each region or district and PSESD is a way to ensure these perspectives and voices are present to inform MIDD. They were also involved with the Youth Action Plan Task Force and have been involved in various advisory capacities with King County initiatives in the past. 

Many Minds: Is a new philanthropic organization focused on catalyzing meaningful and lasting improvement in the mental health of people in King County. They are partnering with other stakeholders across the region to invest in and create change in the behavioral health arena, and have been working with our provider community. Adding them to the table brings a focus on behavioral health services. 
 
Note that the SIP proposes to establish a standing Consumers and Communities Ad Hoc Work Group comprised of “individuals with lived experiences of the behavioral health system (consumers) and individuals who are a part of communities with marginalized identities or experiences,” including but not limited to the following: transgender, youth, immigrant/refugee, African-American, Asian/Pacific Islander, Hispanic, rural, faith, previous justice system involvement, and peers.  The adopted SIP calls for these individuals to be reimbursed for expenses incurred.  

The SIP also recommends changing the name of the MIDD Oversight Committee to the MIDD Advisory Committee to clarify the role of the body.  

AMENDMENT

At the request of Councilmember Gossett, an amendment has been drafted to add a position for a representative from a grassroots organization serving cultural populations.  This position was specified in the SIP as amended by the Council.  However, as noted during deliberations on the SIP, Proposed Ordinance 2016-0429 is the legislative vehicle that would effectuate changes to the MIDD Oversight Committee. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0429
2. Amendment 
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note

INVITED

1. Kelli Carroll, Strategic Advisor, Department of Community and Human Services
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