MORE AT-RISK
TENANTS HELPED
IN 2016!!

END HOMELESSNESS!
SUPPORT THE
TU TODAY!




imng County is experiencing a homelessness crisis. Rents are skyrocketing across our region and
affordable housing is being replaced by luxury condominiums. People with limited means have
nowhere to go. ‘

Left without the stability that affordable housing provides, people experiencing homelessness
rely on emergency shelter, suffer from poor health outcomes and increased hospitalization
rates, and are incarcerated more often than housed people. One person experiencing

homelessness can cost taxpayers more than $30,000 per year each.
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We are askmg you to fund the Tenants nghts Education Hotline for the 2017-18 biennum for

S

$100,000. [=—— i

We are pleased to report that the funding provided by King County in the last biennium helped
us reach 152% more tenants in 2016 through our tenant i "Io e, some in

Homelessness and incarceration are mutually antagonistic — once someone becomes homeless
they are more likely to become incarcerated, and once incarcerated finding stable housing after
release is far more difficult.

Healthcare

m people experiencing homelessness visit the emergency rooms 5 times per year. At a
cost of over $3,500 a visit to taxpayers, with the number of people experiencing homelessness
in King County rising to 4500 at 2016’s One Night Count, this bill could be higher than 14 million
dollars in one year.

‘ Emergency Shelter Is far more costly than permanent housing. The cost of one emergency
shelter bed is over $8,000 more than the cost of a single Section 8 subsidy.

Every day distressed tenants come to us with notices of vacancy, unjust evictions, and other
threats to housing stability that we are uniquely able to solve. We recognize that King County is
facing a budget shortfall in the next biennium and difficult decisions have to be made. But
conditions are worsening and more and more people will become homeless if they don’t
receive the proper education and support to advocate for their rights. Homelessness is
expensive, but quality tenants rights counseling that the Tenants Union provides is not. Our
funding ask is small, but it saves the County millions of dollars each year. Please consider

increasing our funding to $100,000 this biennium.

<

7 DUR- le from becoming homeless in 2017 and 2018, your investment in
the TU's Educatlon Program will have more than paid for itself. With over 3500 unique

contacts per year, our success in meeting this goal is guaranteed. [ '




The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
homelessness and SAVES YOUR TAX DOLLARS!
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
homelessness and SAVES YOUR TAX DOLLARS!
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent

homelessness and SAVES YOUR TAX DOLLARS!
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
homelessness and SAVES YOUR TAX DOLLARS!
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The Tenants Union’s Programs prevent
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