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SUBJECT

A briefing on the status of the implementation of Department of Elections’ Ballot Drop-off Location Plan.

SUMMARY

In May 2016, Council approved Motion 14364 that authorized the Department of Elections (“Elections”) to implement its Ballot Drop-off Location Plan (“the Plan”) in order to deploy 33 new ballot drop boxes across King County in time for the 2016 November General election. 

At today’s briefing, Elections staff will provide the Government, Accountability and Oversight Committee with an update on implementing the Plan.

BACKGROUND 

In December 2015, Council approved Motion 14491 that requested the director of Elections to develop and transmit a plan by April 30, 2016 to improve access to and convenience of ballot drop-off locations in King County. 

Motion 14491 reads:

1. “The director of elections is requested to develop and transmit to the council a plan to improve access to and convenience of ballot drop-off locations throughout King County, including:

1. A proposed number of additional drop-off locations to ensure geographic equity;
1. Proposed sites for the drop-off locations;
1. Estimated costs; and
1. An implementation timeline.

1. The plan should include an analysis of the feasibility and desirability of using all public library locations in King County, including Seattle Public Libraries and the King County Library System, as a means to ensure geographic equity and convenience for voters.

1. The plan should include an option for deployment of the expanded drop boxes for the November 2016 general election.

D.  The director should transmit the plan by April 30, 2016...”

In February 2016, Council approved Elections’ supplemental budget request of $351,000 to purchase 37 new ballot drop boxes.[footnoteRef:1] In addition, Council included a proviso stipulating the new drop boxes shall not be installed until the director of Elections transmits a ballot drop box location plan as requested in Motion 14491 and is approved by motion by the Council. [1:  Ordinance 18239 ] 


The 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance 18239, Section 16, Proviso P4 reads:

    “Of this appropriation, $351,000 shall be expended or encumbered solely for the one-time provision of new ballot drop boxes, including twenty-seven for new sites and ten to replace existing boxes, and associated costs including installation and communication to voters and provided further that, of these funds, no funds shall be expended or encumbered to install ballot drop boxes until the director of elections transmits by April 30, 2016, the plan requested by Motion 14491 and a motion that approves the plan and the motion is passed by the council.”  

In response to Motion 14491, Elections transmitted the Plan to Council on April 14, 2016 that proposed to have a total of 43 ballot drop boxes (10 existing drop boxes and 33 new drop boxes) deployed in King County for 2016. 

On May 2, 2016, Council approved Motion 14364 that authorized Elections to open an additional 33 drop box locations across King County in time for the 2016 November General election as described in the Plan. The Plan also notes that Elections will install the new drop boxes in two phases in 2016. A summary of the two phases is described below.

· Phase One:  Nineteen new drop boxes will be installed prior to the August 2016 Primary Election. Table 1 illustrates the 19 locations where a new drop box will be installed in the first phase.

· Phase Two:  Fourteen additional new drop boxes will be installed in time for the November 2016 General Election. Table 2 illustrates the 14 locations where a new drop box will be installed.


Table 1: Phase One
New Drop Box Installation Locations

	August Primary Election

	Algona-Pacific Library (Pacific)
	New Holly Library (Seattle)

	Auburn Library
	Sammamish City Hall

	Bellevue Regional Library
	Shoreline Library

	Broadview Library (Seattle)
	Skyway Library

	Enumclaw Library
	Tahoma School District Building (Maple Valley)

	Fairwood Library (Renton)
	University of Washington Campus (Seattle)

	Green Lake Library (Seattle)
	Valley View Library (SeaTac)

	High Point Library (Seattle)
	White Center Library

	Kirkland City Hall
	Woodinville Library

	Lake City Library (Seattle)
	




Table 2: Phase Two
New Drop Box Installation Locations

	November General Election

	Beacon Hill Library (Seattle)
	Kingsgate Library (Kirkland)

	Bothell Regional Library       
	Muckleshoot Library (Auburn)

	Capitol Hill (TBD)
	Rainier Community Center (TBD) (Seattle)

	Chinatown/International District (TBD)
	Renton Highlands (TBD)

	Covington Library
	Snoqualmie Library

	Highline College (TBD) (Des Moines)
	South Park Library (Seattle)

	Kent East Hill (TBD)
	Vashon Library



In July 2016, Council approved the 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance 18316, which included an amendment to Elections’ budget proviso in Ordinance 18239 to accurately reflect the approved number of new ballot drop boxes and locations as identified in the  Plan in Motion 14364. The approved Plan indicated that 33 new drop boxes will be installed at new drop box locations and seven existing drop boxes will be replaced at existing locations. The amended proviso is provided below.

The 2015/2016 Biennial Budget Ordinance 18316, Section 9, Proviso P4 reads:                     

“Of this appropriation, $351,000 shall be expended or encumbered solely for the one-time provision  of thirty-seven new ballot drop boxes, together with three ballot drop boxes already purchased by the department of elections to be placed at locations in accordance with the plan approved by Motion 14634, including thirty-three boxes for new locations and seven boxes to replace existing boxes at their current locations, and associated costs including installation of forty new ballot drop boxes and communication to voters about the expanded number of ballot drop boxes.  The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.”

The Plan states that Elections will be providing the Council with an addendum to the Plan by July 1, 2016 in order to provide a final list of proposed Phase Two locations once site agreements are in place. Today, Elections staff will provide a brief update on the progress of installing or replacing the 40 new drop boxes and the status of the Phase Two drop box locations identified in the Council approved Plan.

INVITED

1. Julie Wise, Director, Department of Elections
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