[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Regional Policy Committee Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Lise Kaye
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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Cascadia Rising emergency management exercise.

SUMMARY

[bookmark: _GoBack]Emergency management agencies, including King County’s Office of Emergency Management (OEM), prepare for disasters through prevention, protection, response, recovery and mitigation.  OEM develops regional plans and procedures in collaboration with public and private sector partners that address likely hazards, develop a context for when a plan might be used, and describe responsibilities, actions, and related timelines.  OEM and partner agencies then train personnel and test the plans through exercises to evaluate how well they work.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  http://www.kingcounty.gov/safety/prepare/EmergencyManagementProfessionals/Plans.aspx ] 


Staff from King County’s Office of Emergency Management will brief the committee on lessons learned from the Cascadia Rising emergency management exercise that took place June 7-10. The exercise was built around the scenario of a 9.0 magnitude earthquake along the Cascadia Subduction Zone off the west coast of the United States and Canada.  The Federal Ememrgency Management Agency cites scientific evidence indicating that a magnitude 8.0-9.0 earthquake occurs along the 800-mile long fault on average once every 200 to 500 years. The last major earthquake and tsunami along the fault occurred over 300 years ago in 1700.

INVITED

1. Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management
2. Jody Miller, Deputy Director, Office of Emergency Management

ATTACHMENT

1. Cascadia Rising Post-Exercise Briefing for King County Committee of the Whole Presentation
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