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SUBJECT

A briefing on Best Starts for Kids Implementation Plan: Discussion of the Regional Policy Committee’s Interests per Motion 14592.

SUMMARY

On November 3, 2015, King County voters approved a six-year property tax levy to fund Best Starts for Kids (BSK), a prevention-oriented regional plan. The Regional Policy Committee has chosen to place the Best Starts for Kids Implementation Plan, which would be approved by Proposed Ordinance 2016-0281, on its 2016 work plan as a non-mandatory referral and will complete its review by July 13, 2016. The committee’s first briefing on this proposed legislation was on June 8, 2016.

Motion 14592 directed that before adoption of a recommendation by the council’s standing committee to which the legislation was also referred—the Health, Housing and Human Service Committee—the Regional Policy Committee and that standing committee shall hold a joint meeting to discuss the interests of the Regional Policy Committee.  

Today’s joint meeting and this item respond to Motion 14592.

BACKGROUND 

On November 3, 2015, King County voters approved a six-year property tax levy to fund Best Starts for Kids.[footnoteRef:1]  The property tax will be levied at a rate of $0.14 per $1,000 of assessed valuation in 2016, with an increase of up to three percent for each of the five subsequent years of the levy—2017 through 2021.   [1:  The Best Starts for Kids levy was certified by the Department of Election on November 24, 2015, with 56.2% of King County voters approving the Best Starts for Kids levy.  ] 


Best Starts for Kids is a prevention-oriented regional plan that is aimed at supporting the healthy development of children and youth, families and communities across the county.  The Best Starts for Kids levy would make expenditures for the following five categories: Youth and Family Homelessness Prevention Initiative, Early Childhood Allocation, School-Aged Allocation, Communities of Opportunity Allocation, and Data and Evaluation Allocation.

Ordinance 18088 required transmittal to Council by June 1, 2016 of an implementation plan that identifies the strategies to be funded and outcomes to be achieved with the use of levy proceeds. Under the ordinance, Best Starts for Kids levy proceeds may not be expended until the date on which the Council approves the applicable implementation plan by ordinance. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0281 would approve the BSK Implementation Plan, which may be amended by ordinance, and require annual reporting by one year after the effective date of Proposed Ordinance 2016-0281.

The Regional Policy Committee has chosen to place the Best Starts for Kids Implementation Plan, which would be approved by Proposed Ordinance 2016-0281, on its 2016 work plan as a non-mandatory referral and will complete its review by July 13, 2016. The committee’s first briefing on this proposed legislation was on June 8, 2016.

Motion 14592 directed:

“C. The legislative review process for the Best Starts for Kids General Implementation Plan shall be:
1. Transmittal of the legislation adopting the plan by June 1, 2016, as required by
Ordinance 18088;
2. In addition to the appropriate standing committee, referral to the regional policy
committee for a nonmandatory review process as provided in KCC 1.24.065.I. The regional policy committee’s deliberations must be complete by July 13, 2016;
3. The council’s standing committee shall consider the legislation, as amended if
amended by the regional policy committee;
4. Before adoption of a recommendation by the council’s standing committee to
which the legislation was also referred, the regional policy committee and the standing committee shall hold a joint meeting for discussion of the regional policy committee interests; and
5. The council intends to complete its deliberations in September 2016.”
 
Proposed Ordinance 2016-0281 was referred to the Health, Housing and Human Services Committee.  Motion 14656 directed that in respect to consideration of the best start for kids levy implementation plan required by Ordinance 18088, Section 8.B., all members of the Council not assigned to the Health, Housing and Human Services Committee shall be members of that committee for the portions of a meeting when the committee considers that plan.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Motion 14592
2. Transmitted Best Starts for Kids Implementation Plan, Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2016-0281

INVITED

1. Sheila Capestany, Strategic Advisory, Children and Youth, DCHS
2. Jennifer DeYoung, Interim Director of Health and Policy Planning, PHSKC
3. Betsy Jones, Health and Human Potential Policy Advisor, DCHS
4. Adriene Quinn, Director, DCHS
5. Patty Hayes, Director, PHSKC
6. Nadine Chan, Assistant Chief of Assessment, Planning, Development and Evaluation, PHSKC
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