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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole
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SUBJECT

This briefing will provide an opportunity for Cynthia Hecker and Jacqueline Cabe to introduce themselves to the County Council. Cynthia Hecker is the Interim Chief Health Systems Officer for UW Medicine and Jacqueline Cabe is the Chief Financial Officer for UW Medicine. Both Ms. Hecker and Ms. Cabe have prominent roles in the management and operation of Harborview Medical Center. 

BACKGROUND 

Harborview Medical Center ("Harborview") was founded in 1877, as the six-bed King County Hospital in South Seattle. In 1931, Harborview moved to its present location overlooking Puget Sound.  Harborview now consists of a 413 inpatient bed teaching hospital, 7 primary care clinics, 49 specialty care clinics, and assorted other services. In 2014, Harborview had 64,500 emergency department visits and 247,350 clinic visits.

Harborview was originally owned and operated by the County.  In June, 1967, the County and the Board of Regents of the University of Washington entered into a contract under which Harborview Medical Center would be owned by King County but managed by the University of Washington and governed by a county-appointed Board of Trustees.  That arrangement runs to this day with the most recent contract extension recently approved in February 2016. 

Concurrent with the adoption of the new contract, key senior staff roles for UW Medicine also turned over with the departure of Johnese Spisso to UCLA Medical Center and the retirement of Lori Mitchell as CFO. 

INVITED: 
1. Cynthia Hecker, Chief Health Systems Officer, University of Washington
2. Jacqueline Cabe, CFO, University of Washington Medicine
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