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SUBJECT:  

Briefing on “Cascadia Rising” disaster preparedness regional exercise, and the Wastewater Treatment Division’s emergency preparedness efforts.

SUMMARY:  

Jurisdictions throughout Washington, Oregon and California will participate in a disaster preparedness exercise known as “Cascadia Rising”, coordinated by the Federal Emergency Management Administration, the Washington Department of Emergency Management, and the King County Office of Emergency Management.

BACKGROUND

Cascadia Rising is a regional disaster preparedness exercise intended to engage and evaluate the response of emergency response actors to a major regional natural disaster.  The project posits a 9.0 magnitude earthquake off the Washington coast along the Cascadia Subduction Zone (“CSZ”), triggering a tsunami affecting coastal and nearshore locations.  Informational materials note that earth science anticipates a large CSZ earthquake once every 200-500 years; the last major CSZ earthquake and tsunami occurred in 1700.

Project coordination is through the Federal Emergency Management Administration, and the Washington Department of Emergency Management, with participation across three states by over 50 counties, as well as many cities, tribal nations, state and federal agencies, private sector entities, and non-governmental organizations.  King County’s Office of Emergency Management will be coordinating participation by programs and agencies of King County, including the Wastewater Treatment Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.  


ANALYSIS

The region’s wastewater processing system relies on a complex of wastewater conveyance, processing and treatment facilities, some of which are located near shorelines.  Some of these facilities may be impacted by large-scale natural disasters such as earthquakes and tsunamis. The Wastewater Treatment Division is participating in the upcoming “Cascadia Rising” disaster preparedness exercise, together with other agencies of county government.  The Division is also initiating a “Resiliency and Recovery” project to develop a system-wide comprehensive strategy for preparing the wastewater system to reduce the impacts of a major earthquake.  This will involve identification of specific vulnerabilities, and approaches to limit impacts to the physical plant, reduce recovery time, and increase the resiliency of the system. 

This briefing is intended to update the RWQC on the Cascadia Rising disaster preparedness exercise, including the Wastewater Treatment Division’s participation in the exercise, as well as the agency’s Recovery and Resiliency program.  
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Exercise Plan:  Cascadia Rising
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