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SUBJECT

Briefing on “Building Cities in the Rain” program of Washington Department of Commerce

SUMMARY

The Department of Commerce has coordinated a planning effort with jurisdictions in the region to develop a watersheds evaluation and prioritization strategy, which may be used for stormwater retrofit transfer purposes through a related program of the Department of Ecology, among other purposes.  As the Regional Water Quality Committee oversees efforts to manage stormwater inflows into the wastewater system, the Committee may have an interest in being aware of this program and any potential intersects with processes that it oversees.  

BACKGROUND 

Stormwater mitigation for new development or redevelopment is required based on criteria associated with the amount of impervious surface that is either added or replaced, conversion from forested landscapes, or property value increases.  The King County Surface Water Design Manual applies in unincorporated King County and some municipalities have adopted this manual for their jurisdictions as well. Other municipalities, such as City of Seattle, have adopted their own stormwater manual. Still some jurisdictions have experienced challenges in meeting the requirements of stormwater mitigation, both within and outside King County.  The State Department of Commerce has developed an initiative to evaluate and prioritize stormwater basins according to their capacity to improve environmental outcomes such as fisheries and shellfish protection.  

This initiative, known as “Building Cities in the Rain”, can be used for a number of listed purposes, such as Comprehensive Plan stormwater runoff capital needs assessment; stormwater retrofit required by NPDES permits, and grants from the Ecology Stormwater Financial Assistance Program.  

The evaluation may also be used to establish a stormwater control transfer program that targets high-priority watersheds for transfer of stormwater retrofits from watersheds with lesser potential for achieving desired environmental outcomes.  

Stormwater retrofits may be developed either to store or to absorb stormwater during periods of heavy storm activity.  

There may be several areas where this effort to provide flexibility in the management of stormwater retrofits intersects with programs and services in our regional wastewater service area.  These may include;

· Stormwater volume.  Efforts to control stormwater volumes may detain stormwater flows through transfer in of retrofits into the subject basin, or may allow greater flows, through transfer out of retrofits to other basins.
· Utilization of Green Stormwater Infrastructure. Required stormwater retrofits may include methods to absorb stormwater volumes, using strategies similar to the Green Stormwater Infrastructure techniques of the CSO control program.  The prioritization of basins, together with the Ecology stormwater control transfer program, may result in either increasing, or decreasing the use of such tools.
· Initiatives directed towards addressing water quality.  The Waterworks program, focused on addressing water quality concerns of the region, may encounter proposals to partner project funding with funds from Ecology water quality initiatives.  As noted, at least one Ecology grant initiative—the Stormwater Financial Assistance Program, which addresses pollution caused by existing development—may consider the prioritization recommendations of Building Cities in the Rain in awarding grants. 

Today’s briefing is intended to describe to the Committee the purposes and components of this program, to inform any discussions about potential intersections or relationships between program efforts, and to answer any questions of the Committee about the program.  


ATTACHMENTS

1. Building Cities In the Rain: Watershed Prioritization Guidance for Stormwater Retrofits

INVITED

· Heather Ballash, Senior Planner, Growth Management Services, Washington State Department of Commerce
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