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Subject
End of 2016 Legislative Session Report
Purpose

This briefing provides a summary of the 2016 legislative session, in particular budget and policy bills of interest to the King County Board of Health and Public Health – Seattle & King County.  
Budget
A final 2016 supplemental operating budget was passed prior to the legislature adjourning sine die on March 29th.  

Changes impacting public health include:
· Public Health Reporting For Schools - $511,000 is provided for a medical record validation tool for schools to check the state’s immunization information system. The tool will electronically determine if a child meets all immunization requirements for school entry using data from the child’s immunization records. (General Fund-State)
· Tobacco & Marijuana Prevention/ Vapor Products - $1,681,000 is pursuant to Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6328 (vapor products), funding is provided for the regulation, enforcement, education and intervention strategies, and licensing of vapor products. (Youth Tobacco Prevention Account-State)

· Suicide Education - $100,000 is pursuant to Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2793 (suicide awareness and prevention education), funding is provided to establish a Safe Homes Task Force to develop suicide awareness and prevention education messages and training and to create a Safe Homes Project to certify firearms dealers and firearms ranges that meet specified requirements. (General Fund-State)
· Foundational Public Health Services Proviso - Recognizing the financial challenges faced by the public health system, which comprises state and local entities, and the
impact that those financial challenges have had on the system's ability to deliver essential public health services throughout the state, the legislature directs the department and local public health jurisdictions, within amounts appropriated in this section, to provide a proposal outlining a plan for implementing foundational public health services statewide to modernize, streamline, and fund a twenty-first century public health system in Washington state. Current fees that support the work of public health should be reviewed, and the proposal should identify those fees that are not currently supplying adequate revenue to maintain compliance or enforcement. The first report regarding the proposal is due to the appropriate committees of the legislature no later than December 1, 2016, and subsequent reports shall be submitted biennially, thereafter.
Policy Bills (Passed)
The following is a complete summary of those bills tracked by Public Health that passed the legislature:
· E2SHB 2793: Suicide awareness and prevention education for safer homes

This bill establishes a Safe Homes Task Force charged with developing educational messages around suicide awareness and prevention, and works to pair those messages with distribution of safe storage devices for firearms – and creates a certification for firearms dealers and ranges that meet specified requirements as “Safe Homes Partners”. Additionally, the bill requires pharmacists to complete a one-time training on suicide prevention. The bill was partially vetoed by the Governor on March 31st. The Governor vetoed Sections 3 and 9 for being outdated and because the bill’s primary sponsor requested the veto. The bill becomes effective on June 9th. 
· SB 6328: Youth substance use prevention associated with tobacco and drug delivery e-cigarettes and vapor products

This bill contains many of the components of a comprehensive regulatory framework. The bill was signed by the Governor on April 19th and becomes effective on June 28th. 
Policy Bills (Not Passed)

The following is a complete summary of those bills tracked by Public Health that did not pass the legislature. It is possible that language from these bills will be submitted as new bills next year.
· HB 1747: Protection of children through responsible storage of firearms 

HB 1747 was heard in the House Judiciary Committee. This bill does two things: 1) creates a new crime of Child Endangerment Due to Unsafe Storage of a Firearm; and, 2) requires firearm dealers to offer to sell or give a purchaser of any firearm a lock box or device that prevents discharge of the firearm.

· HB 2461: Extreme risk protection orders 

HB 2461 was heard in House Judiciary. This bill creates a civil extreme risk protection order; a law enforcement officer, child welfare agency, or family/household member may petition for an extreme risk protection order to keep someone who may be a danger to themselves or others from possessing, purchasing, or receiving a firearm.
· HB 2313 / SB 6157: Raising the purchase age for tobacco and vaping products to 21 

These bills would raise the purchase age for both tobacco and vape products to age 21, and requires point of sale signage stating the purchase age, as well as prohibits vending machine sales of tobacco and vaping products outside of over-21 establishments. The Senate bill did not pass out of committee, and while the House bill did pass out of the House Health Care and Wellness Committee, it was not heard in Appropriations.
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