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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0187 extends the date for transmittal of a final report of the Immigrant and Refugee Task Force.

SUMMARY

In 2015, the Council approved Ordinance 18085, directing the Executive to convene a task force to make recommendations on the creation of an immigrant and refugee commission, with a final reporting date of May 31, 2016.  As the work of that task force has gotten underway, it has recognized the need for a later reporting date to accommodate outreach efforts to various interested communities.  Proposed Ordinance 2016-0187 provides for filing a final report with the Council by July 8, 2016, rather than May 31, 2016.  

BACKGROUND 

In approving Ordinance 18085, Council directed the Executive to convene a task force to make recommendations on the creation of an immigrant and refugee commission. It identified task force membership criteria, reporting requirements, and timelines.  The Task Force began meeting in October 2015.

King County’s population of immigrants and refugees is large and complex.  The foreign born population increased from 9.3 percent (140,600 residents) in 1990 to 15.4 percent (268,300 residents) in 2000 to 19.4 percent (359,400 residents) in 2008. [footnoteRef:1]Chart 1 below shows King County’s foreign-born population in 2013. [1:  Data originally provided by King County demographer] 









Chart 1: Origin of King County Foreign-Born Population in 2013[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Source: US Census American Community Survey 2011-13 data, County demographer compilation.] 


 
As Chart 1 demonstrates, foreign-born residents come from an array of different places. This diversity of origins may translate to a broad range of experiences as King County residents; different people bring different strengths and face different challenges.

Ordinance 18085 authorized creation of a task force to identify the ideal characteristics of a commission. The Task Force is intended to facilitate a deliberate approach to gathering community input and building a commission which reflects the demographics of the county and gives all voices a seat at the table. This approach in essence asks the community to identify the characteristics of a commission that would best serve them.

Per Ordinance 18085, the Task Force is responsible for preparation of a report and recommendations addressing the membership, duties, and mission of an Immigrant and Refugee Commission, and the relationship of that commission with other regional and local equity efforts. The Task Force is also charged with addressing the means by which the commission can implement recommendations of the Limited English Proficiency proviso response report.  Under Ordinance 18085, the report of the Task Force is due May 31, 2016.  

ANALYSIS

As the Immigrant and Refugee Task Force has moved forward with its responsibilities, it has undertaken outreach to immigrant and refugee communities in King County to support its efforts.  This outreach effort involves an extended series of “community conversations” at diverse community locations, intended to provide access to different immigrant and refugee communities.  The Task Force has scheduled a total of 20 such community conversations.  Eleven have been held, nine remain to be completed.  In addition to these community conversations, the Task Force anticipates an additional meeting in April and a retreat in May.  Compilation of input, analytical work and report preparation, will follow.   According to the Task Force, the effort has highlighted the challenge in meeting the final report deadline of May 31, 2016, and has led to a discussion of a more realistic target of July 8, 2016 for completing its work and preparing and transmitting a report and recommendations.  

Proposed Ordinance 2016-0187 responds to the need for additional time identified by the Task Force.  The ordinance would revise the reporting date for the Task Force, requiring a report to be transmitted to the Council by July 8, 2016.   

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0187 
2. Immigrant and Refugee Task Force Interim Report
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