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SUBJECT

The proposed motion would approve a report related to funding for the King County Fair, prepared in response to Ordinance 18110, Section 35, Proviso P2.

SUMMARY

In July 2015, the King County Fair marked its 153rd year celebrating the County’s agricultural heritage. Between 2009 and 2015, the Fair was operated and managed by the City of Enumclaw. Moving forward, the Fair will be operated and managed by the Enumclaw Expo & Events Association (EEEA), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization acting under contract with the City of Enumclaw.

To ensure the continued success of the Fair, the County Council included an expenditure restriction in the 2015/2016 budget ordinance requiring that at least $10,000 in County funding be contributed to the 2015 Fair, and a proviso in the 2015 supplemental ordinance[footnoteRef:1] requiring the Executive to develop a plan to provide ongoing funding for the Fair. [1:  Ordinance 17941 Section 89 ER1 and Ordinance 18110 Section 35 Proviso P2] 


As a first step in these efforts, in July 2015, the Council approved Ordinance 18080, which provided $35,000 to the City of Enumclaw to support local 4-H Youth Development participation in the 2015 Fair and committed to $25,000 for these activities in 2016.

Thanks to the County’s financial support and the leadership of the EEEA and its staff, in July 2015, the Fair was able to significantly increase attendance, revenues, and 4-H participation.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  The Council was briefed on the 2015 Fair on September 3, 2015 (2015-B0164)] 


Proposed Motion 2015-0523 includes a report summarizing the County's support for the Fair over the last decade, as well as a commitment that the Council would contribute $25,000 in Parks Levy funding to the Fair each year. The proviso response as transmitted meets the requirements of the provisos outlined in Ordinance 17941 and 18110.


BACKGROUND 

King County Fair History. The King County Fair was established in 1863 to celebrate the county’s agricultural heritage. A century later, in 1965, the Fair moved to its current home at the Enumclaw Fairgrounds (now called the Enumclaw Expo Center).

In 2006, in response to a crisis in the General Fund, the Council approved Ordinance 15634, which transferred the Fairground facilities to Enumclaw and provided the City with $2 million ($1 million from the General Fund and $1 million from the Real Estate Excise Tax) to make capital improvements to the Fairgrounds. 

In February 2009, the Council approved Ordinance 16369, which transferred Fair operations to the City of Enumclaw and provided $311,203 to the City for one-time operating support. In 2010, the County provided an additional $50,000 to the City for Fair operations.  

The City of Enumclaw, through the Enumclaw Expo Center, has managed and hosted the Fair each year since then. In 2015, the Expo Center was reorganized, with the creation of a non-profit organization, the Enumclaw Expo and Events Association (EEEA), and the hiring of a new General Manager for the Expo Center.

2015 Fair Funding. In Fall 2014, as part of the development of the 2015/2016 biennial budget, the Council included an expensiture restriction that required the Executive to provide at least $10,000 to the Fair in 2015. The expenditure restriction read: 

	ER1 EXPENDITURE RESTRICTION:
	Of this appropriation, $10,000 shall be expended or encumbered solely to contract with the city of Enumclaw to provide support for the King County fair.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ordinance 17941 Section 89 ER1] 


In July 2015, the Council approved Ordinance 18080, which provided $35,000 to the City of Enumclaw to support local 4-H Youth Development participation in the 2015 Fair and committed to $25,000 for these activities in 2016.

Fair Funding Proviso. To ensure ongoing support for the Fair, the Council included a proviso as part of the 2015 supplemental budget ordinance requiring the Executive to submit a report with a plan to provide at least $25,000 in support to the Fair each year. The proviso read:

	P2 PROVIDED FURTHER THAT:
	Of this appropriation, $250,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a report on plans to provide permanent county financial support, in the amount of at least $25,000 each year, for the King County fair and a motion that approves the report and the motion is passed by the council.  The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.
	The report shall include, but not be limited to:
	A.  A historical summary of King County's financial support for the fair from 2000 through 2015, including the actions resulting from Ordinance 15634 and Ordinance 16369;
	B.  A summary of the current management of the King County fair by the city of Enumclaw and the plans for the management of the King County fair during the remainder of the biennium;
	C.  Identification of revenues that would provide ongoing county financial support for the King County fair in the amount of at least $25,000 each year; and
	D.  A plan for how county activities and programs could be represented at the King County fair.
	The executive must file the report and motion required by this proviso by December 1, 2015, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director, the lead staff for the budget and fiscal management committee and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee, or their successors.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ordinance 18110 Section 35 Proviso P2] 


ANALYSIS

The proviso response was transmitted as required. It complies with each of the required elements.

· A historical summary of King County's financial support for the Fair from 2000 through 2015, including the actions resulting from Ordinance 15634 and Ordinance 16369. The proviso report includes a year-by-year summary of County financial support, with an explanation of the financial support provided through Ordinance 15634 (which transferred the Fairgrounds to the City of Enumclaw) and Ordinance 16369 (which transferred management of the Fair to the City of Enumclaw). 

As noted above, the County provided $2 million in capital support as part of Ordinance 15634, $311,203 in operating support as part of Ordinance 16369, and an additional $50,000 in 2010.

· A summary of the current management of the King County fair by the City of Enumclaw and the plans for the management of the King County Fair during the remainder of the biennium. The proviso response describes management and operation of the Fair by the City of Enumclaw, as well as the formation of the non-profit Enumclaw Expo & Events Association (EEEA) in 2015. The report notes that the EEEA will provide management and operation of the Fair in future years under contract with the City of Enumclaw.

· Identification of revenues that would provide ongoing county financial support for the King County fair in the amount of at least $25,000 each year. The report notes that the Council has identified the Parks Levy as a source of funding to provide at least $25,000 in support to the Fair. The report notes that the Parks Levy expires at the end of 2019.

· A plan for how county activities and programs could be represented at the King County Fair. The report lists a number of County programs that could be represented at the Fair in future years. The report provides detailed suggestions for two specific programs, the Solid Waste Division's Recycling and Environmental Services Program and "Food Too Goo to Waste" program.

As noted above, the proviso response complies with the requirements of the proviso.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0523, including attachments

INVITED

· Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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