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Subject:

from:

To:
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King County

Board of AppealslEqualization
Members: Charles Brydon (Cha¡r), Dolores Sibonga, Anthony B. Ogilvie,

Helen E. Kay, .loanne Cisneros, Stephen J. Wehner

lncrerase the diem rate for Board of Appeals and Equa,lization

and Equalization

The l.lonorable Larry Gossett, Chair, Employrne,nt Adrninistration Committee,

King Gounty Council

M:ichaet Woywod, King County Council Chîef of Staff

L

SUMMARY: Members of the Board of Appeals and Equalization are seeking â:n ¡ncrease ,¡n

the perdiern rate as members of the King County Board of Appeals and Equalization (,Be¿¡¿¡, t
clar.ification of'the hours of sched,uled work associated with each level of compensation,and
rnodification of certai:n othèr lm¡nor provisions of KCC 2.34. The per diern rate was last adjusted
by the Councll in 2005 effective for 2006.

The proposed ordinance revision would,:

o lncrease board rnernber. Ber d:iern from 5250 to $3OO for a full day (6 hours) of
schedUled heaiings or admi:nistrative rneetings req:u,ired *o r'.çem,p:lish the Board's

missíon;

r Maintain'board member per diern at $1,50 for a half day (3 hours) of scheduled work or
adrnlnÍstrative meetings required to accomplish the Board's mi,ssiön;

. Repeal the obsolete language of KCC 234.az0 regardìng ass,ignme,nt of par:king stâlls to
board members and substitutes language authorizíng board:mernbers to use the 6oat

:þlillGarage at county employee rates; a,nd

r ,Request i:rnplernentation of the proposed per dienr increase effective October 1",2AI4.

Board rner¡betrs receive:no ôthêr'benefits or compensation for their services. Annuai cost for
the per diem'¡ncrease is estirnated at $40,000 and,is available within the cr¡rreñt Board
budget for FV 2015 and is aat¡cipated ln the Board's proposed budget,for FY 2016.
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ATTACHMENT 1



BACKG:ROUND: The Board is an independent, quas¡iudricialbody orrganized to adjudicate

apnea,ls of various deter.minations made by certain King County agencies. lt is cornprised of

seven citizen members appointed by the l(ing Cou,nty Executive and confirmed by the

Metropolitân l(ing County Council. When performing its duties, t,he Board's goal is,to provide

an impartial hearing environr¡ent that protects each party's due process rights and results in a

fair decislon. The term:of appointment for members of the Board is four ¡rears. Currently there

isone vacancr¡,

Act¡ng as the Board of Equalization, rnernbers hear and decide appeals sf the assessed vaJue of
real a,nd personal property and appeals of other action:s by the County Assessor. Acting as the

Board of Appeals, the same members hear and decide appeals of orders issued by King Cöunty

Ani:mal Control tor violatlons of anirna:l control laws, a:ppeals of certain business licenses

declsions, violatlons of minor zoning r.egulations and assessments funding lake management

districts.

The per d,iem rate for Board members was,last lncreased in 2005 to the level of $250 per: day'

Board memberrs do not receive any other benefits. Payrnent of feder,al income tax is the

responsibil,ity of the individual Mernber. Per diem compe,nsation ¡s not deemed self-

employment income t¡nde:r the IRS êod arnd:therefolte not subject to Social Securitv tax.

,Board rnem,bers áre requir,ed to provide a significant commitment of personal time to hear

appe,als in a timely manner. They consider it a privilege to perfor,m this community service and

seek cornpensation sufficient to offset coStS for tra:nsportation ãnd parking, cost of living

increases and other expenses a,ssociatediwith servlng King County

Cornpensat¡on ratês fo:r other pro tem hearing officials in the area reflect higher compensation

rates than the current rates for ou,r,Board rne,rnbers. A March 2014 surve,y of Pierce,

,Snohomirsh and King County per d,iern rates for Hearing Examiners show ranges of $39.62 to

$55.98 for Snohornish, $43198 to, 101.09 for City of Seattile, and $,68.24 to$g1.78 for King

County. King County Superior Court p,!o tenr judges receive 573,22 per hour and pro tem
,commissioners,receive $66,89 per hou,r. Assu,rning a six hour day, the Board's cu,rrent perdiem

rate ($250 per day) equates to about $4L,67 ,pet hour. At the pr:oposed 5'300 rate, the rate

'would be S50 per hottt.
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