

[bookmark: _GoBack]ATTACHMENT 6

Metro Transit Response to Questions about Pedestrian Safety on Stevens Way
And Potential Alternative Alignments through the UW Campus on Mason Road

In general, our observation has been that pedestrian traffic on the Stevens Way crosswalks is heavy around class change times but relatively clear the rest of the time. Most of the bus trips through campus will occur during times other than at class change times. Our primary purpose in operating several northeast Seattle routes through the campus is to serve the majority of riders, for whom the UW is their destination.  Maintaining this routing serves the majority of these routes riders while still providing access to Link via Stevens Way and the Rainier Vista walkway.

We have actual travel time data from existing Route 25 using the proposed Stevens Way routing.  Travel times from University Village (Montlake Blvd./NE 45th St) to the University Medical Center (NE Pacific St/NE Pacific Pl) via the UW Campus, varies between nine minutes to 14 minutes. For most of the day the travel times are between nine and 12 minutes. Based on our understanding of extreme traffic congestion on southbound Montlake Blvd. between University Village and the UW Station, we expect that the routing through campus will be competitive with travel times on southbound Montlake Blvd at many times of the day. This also allows Route 65 to continue to serve the UW Campus, the destination for a large number of current riders. According to our estimates, riders travelling between Bryant (NE 65th St/35th Ave NE) and downtown Seattle should face similar off-peak travel times as today’s Route 71. 

Service Planning is aware of no significant issues involving bus conflicts with pedestrians or other vehicles along Stevens Way. We will inquire with Operations and Safety to verify. 

Additional analysis would be needed to determine the feasibility of using Mason Road as an alternative pathway for transit. However, the following are concerns we identified based on our initial cursory analysis:

· Sidewalks along Mason Road are narrow or non-existent, which would make it very difficult to site bus stops and place shelters. Without bus stops we would not be able to serve the market to the University of Washington.

· Pedestrian access to the Link station from Mason Road. The shortest accessible walking path between Mason Road and UW Station would only be about 0.05 miles shorter than the distance from Stevens Way/Mason Road. This pathway runs through a wooded area along the east side of the Rainier Vista, so lighting and safety would likely be issues of concern. Other existing pathways appear to involve stairs.

· Mason Road is the main way to reach the large Padelford Parking Garage. Vehicles enter and exit Padelford garage at five different locations along Mason Road, so we would expect conflicts with cars to be an issue along this routing.

· Mason Road is used by many delivery and maintenance vehicles that are accessing the utility entrances of campus buildings, another source of conflict and delay. 
· Mason Road is at a lower elevation than Stevens Way, so the thousands of riders oriented to and from the UW Campus would need to climb stairs to reach the heart of the campus. Additionally, accessibility issues will arise as there may not be elevators available.

· We do not know whether pavement would be able to accommodate the heavy volumes of buses but it is unlikely to have been constructed with this use in mind.

· We do not know if turning movements at Mason Road and Stevens Way would be feasible, though we suspect that the right turn from Stevens to Mason Road would be problematic.

· There are at least three major pedestrian crossings of Mason Road from the bridges over Montlake Blvd.

Metro used to have bus routes on Montlake Blvd and found that almost no riders used them to reach the UW Campus due to the major grade difference between Montlake Blvd and Stevens Way. Mason Road would have the same problems of access to the UW Campus and would likely result in a loss of ridership.




