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August 11, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will declare an emergency and appropriate $400,000 to the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review (DPER) to provide for the abatement of an illegal materials processing operation in the Skyway area. Passage of this legislation will enable the closure and cleanup of an unpermitted business that has been stockpiling and processing concrete material for decades, causing significant environmental damage to the neighborhood. 
The business is currently in receivership and has been ordered by the court to cease bringing additional material to the site. However, that order will not go into effect until a plan to process the existing stockpiled concrete material has been approved by the court. DPER has proposed to the court that the County fund a partial abatement of the stockpiled concrete in exchange for repayment of the abatement cost out of the future sale proceeds of the property. 
In order to demonstrate to the court that the County is committed to undertaking this abatement project and resolving this longstanding code violation, I am requesting that Council grant this supplemental appropriation to the Abatement subfund. The funds for this appropriation will be borrowed from the County’s investment pool and repaid upon the sale of the property. 
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. Passage of this important legislation will allow the County to address a longstanding blight in a residential neighborhood and further the objective to shape a built environment that allows communities to flourish, as stated in the King County Strategic Plan. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact John Starbard, Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review, at 206-477-0382.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


John Starbard, Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review
