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Law, Justice and Emergency Management Committee
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SUBJECT

A briefing on fire response associated with July 4, 2015 and the sale and discharge of fireworks in King County.  

SUMMARY

The King County Fire Marshall will brief the committee on fire response activity associated with this year's Fourth of July holiday.  King County has imposed regulations on the sale and use of fireworks that are more restrictive than required by state law.  Additional restrictions that exceed state law require an effective date one year after their adoption.  

BACKGROUND

State law allows the sale, possession and use of consumer fireworks at specified times of year (around the 4th of July Holiday and on the New Year’s Eve and Day holidays).  State law does allow local jurisdictions to enact more restrictive requirements to control fireworks.  However, RCW 70.77.250 (4) states that “any ordinances adopted by a county or city that are more restrictive than state law shall have an effective date no sooner than one year after their adoption.”

Chapter 70.77.395 RCW sets allowable times for sale or discharge of fireworks as follows:

Fireworks may be sold and purchased from

· Noon to 11 p.m. on June 28;
· 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on June 29 through July 4;
· 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on July 5;
· Noon to 11 p.m. on December 27 through December 31.

Fireworks may be used and discharged from:

· Noon to 11 p.m. on June 28;
· 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on June 29 through July 3;
· 9 a.m. to midnight on July 4; (4) from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on July 5;
· 6 p.m. on December 31 to 1 a.m. on January 1. (RCW 70.77.395)
The King County Code Section 6.26 allows the sale, possession, and use fireworks on the dates shown below.  In all cases, a person must be at least 16 years of age with picture identification to purchase fireworks.

Fourth of July holiday

· Fireworks may be discharged only on July 4 from 9 a.m. to midnight.
· Fireworks sales are legal beginning at noon on June 28 until 11 p.m. and then daily between the hours of 9 a.m. and 11 p.m. through July 4. No sales can occur after July 4.

New Year's holiday

· Fireworks may be discharged only from 6 p.m. on December 31 until 1 a.m. on January 1.
· Fireworks sales for New Year's celebrations are legal beginning at noon on December 27 until 11 p.m., then daily from noon to 11 p.m. through December 31.

Within King County, 22 of 39 cities have completely banned sales and use of fireworks. Most of the other cities allow sales in the days leading up to July 4 but only allow fireworks to be discharged on July 4.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.kingcounty.gov/property/FireMarshal/fireworks.aspx#cities
] 


Executive Constantine sent a letter to the County Council on July 2, 2015 (attached) expressing an interest in developing a policy addressing fireworks risks for Council consideration before next summer.

Restrictions Due to Extreme Fire Dangers

Across Washington, about 175 counties and cities have imposed stricter laws or bans on fireworks.  Of those, two jurisdictions, Douglas and San Juan counties, have code language in place allowing local fire marshals to restrict fireworks sales due to extreme fire dangers, as noted below.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  San Juan County bans the sale or discharge of fireworks within the unincorporated areas except by permit.  Douglas County allows the discharge of fireworks between one p.m. and eleven fifty-nine p.m. on July 3rd and July 4th, and between six p.m. on December 31st and one a.m. on January 1st.] 


[bookmark: 9.20.080]San Juan County Code:  
9.20.010 Definitions and 9.20.080 Prohibition due to extreme fire danger (italics added)

“Extreme fire danger” means a period of hot, dry weather accompanied by low fuel moistures. It is during this period that wildland fires can be expected and fire growth will be accelerated. (Ord. 28-2008 § 2; Ord. 14-2000 § 5; Ord. 100-1993. Formerly 15.05.010)

During periods of extreme fire danger, the County fire marshal may prohibit the discharge of all fireworks. This decision will be based on consultation with the representatives of the fire districts/departments of the County. (Ord. 14-2000 § 5; Ord. 100-1993. Formerly 15.05.080)

Douglas County Code:  

8.20.160 Fireworks – Emergencies – Restrictions on sale and use (italics added)

The fire marshal may prohibit the discharge of all fireworks during periods of extreme fire danger. (Ord. CE 10-03-78B Exh. A (part): Ord. CE 04-01-63B Exh. A (part))

None of the home rule charter counties[footnoteRef:3] other than San Juan authorize the restriction of fireworks sales under particular circumstances, such as extreme fire dangers. [3:  Clark, Clallam, King, Pierce, San Juan, Snohomish and Whatcom Counties are the home rule charter counties in Washington State.] 


INVITED

· Jim Chan, Assistant Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review
· Chris Ricketts, King County Fire Marshal
· Lee Soptich, Fire Chief, Eastside Fire and Rescue
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Jon Napier, Division Chief and Fire Marshal, City of Kent Fire Department, and Fire Marshal for the cities of SeaTac and Covington

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Executive's letter to Council dated July 2, 2015
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