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SUBJECT:

Report on the Status of resident Background Checks at Homeless Encampments

SUMMARY:

Ordinance 17950, which was adopted in December 2014, allows for the continued establishment of temporary homeless encampments in unincorporated King County until January 1, 2025. Ordinance 17950 also required the Executive to provide several follow-up reports during 2015, including one on the implementation of criminal background checks for encampment residents with prior convictions for sex offenses.  Today’s briefing will cover Report 2015-RPT0084, which responds to the requirement in Ordinance 17950 to provide information on the implementation of criminal background checks for encampment residents with prior convictions for sex offenses. 

BACKGROUND:

In May 2005, in response to concerns about homelessness, and following the recommendations of a Citizens’ Advisory Commission on Homeless Encampments (CACHE), the Council passed Ordinance 15170, which created a temporary use permit to allow homeless encampments in unincorporated King County, provided they were located near transit and sponsored by an organization, such as a faith-based congregation, that owned or had permission to use the site. Encampments could accommodate up to 100 people for up to 92 days at a time, and were required to develop a code of conduct and provide notice to neighbors. Because homeless encampments were intended to be an “interim survival mechanism” while work to prevent and end homelessness was underway, Ordinance 15170 was set to expire on January 1, 2015. 

Ordinance 17950, which was adopted in December 2014, allows for the continued establishment of temporary homeless encampments in unincorporated King County until January 1, 2025. The ordinance as adoped retained the county’s prior code provisions related to encampments with several additions, including: 

· New provisions for community notice and enforcement of health and safety violations; 
· An extension in the length of time an encampment can be located at a given site (from 92 days previously to 122 days under Ordinance 17950); 
· A requirement that managing agencies must obtain criminal checks of prior convictions for sex offenses and outstanding warrants for violent offenses; and
· A prohibition against convicted sex offenders and those with outstanding warrants for a violent offense from residing at an encampment.

Ordinance 17950 also required the Executive to provide several follow-up reports during 2015, including one on the implementation of criminal background checks for encampment residents with prior convictions for sex offenses. 

Report 2015-RPT0084 responds to that requirement. The report summarizes state requirements for convicted sex offenders to register with local law enforcement, and analyzes how the criminal background check requirements in Ordinance 17950 complement the sex offender registry system. 

Regulations Regarding Criminal Background Checks. The provisions in Ordinance 17950 related to criminal background checks and residency in an encampment state that:
Managing agencies shall obtain criminal checks of prior convictions for sex offenses and outstanding warrants for violent offenses from the King County sheriff's office for all homeless encampment residents.  For homeless encampment residents initially moving onto the site with the homeless encampment, the criminal checks must be completed at least seven days prior to the homeless encampment moving onto the site.  For residents moving into the homeless encampment during the permit period, the criminal checks must be completed on or before the date that the new resident moves on site.  The managing agency shall be responsible for verifying that the criminal checks occur and for permanently retaining information from the criminal checks.  If an encampment resident or prospective encampment resident is a convicted sex offender or has an outstanding warrant for a violent offense, the managing agency shall prohibit the resident from residing at the encampment and shall immediately contact the sheriff's office with the information.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Ordinance 17950 §3.P
] 


Ordinance 17950 also required the Executive to provide several follow-up reports during 2015, including one on the implementation of criminal background checks for encampment residents with prior convictions for sex offenses. That requirement specified that:

The executive shall submit a report prepared in consultation with the King County sheriff, to the council by June 4, 2015, analyzing the implementation of regulations to require criminal background checks for encampment residents with prior convictions for sex offenses.  The report shall include an analysis of the requirements currently in state law regarding notice of the residence of persons with prior convictions for sex offenses, and any gaps in those provisions for which additional notice requirements for temporary homeless encampments might improve the efficacy of the sex offender reporting system.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ordinance 17950 §8.C] 


State Requirements Related to Convicted Sex Offenders. The report transmitted in response to Ordinance 17950 summarizes the requirement in State law that all convicted sex offenders register with the local Sheriff and provide information about their residence. This residence, per State law, is defined as a ‘fixed residence,’ but can be a temporary shelter or other homeless program. The report notes that notification of neighbors varies based on the level of offense.

Gaps Analysis and Improvement. The report summarizes how the requirements in Ordinance 17950 coordinate with State law. Specifically, it notes that Ordinance 17950 complements the existing sex offender registry system in several ways:

· By providing for additional review in terms of the requirement that all encampment residents undergo a background check;
· By providing that the Sheriff’s Office is notified of homeless offenders; and
· By identifying convicted sex offenders who are not complying with reporting requirements.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Report 2015-RPT0084, as transmitted, responds to the requirement in Ordinance 17950 Section 8.C. 

INVITED

1. Mark Ellerbrook, Regional Housing and Community Development Manger, Department of Community and Human Services
2. Kathryn Pompeo, Supervisor Data Control Unit, King County Sheriff's Office

ATTACHMENTS

1. 2015-RPT0084, Homeless Encampments: Criminal Background Checks, Response to King County Ordinance 17950, Section 8, Proviso C
2. Ordinance 17950


image1.png
kil

King County




