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SUBJECT

Access to Transit Study July 2015 Report.

SUMMARY
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The July 2015 Access to Transit Report, Defining access and summarizing access to transit habits, was prepared at the direction of the Regional Transit Committee (RTC).  The RTC asked for the Report as a mid-course check-in while King County Metro Transit staff continues its work on the Phase 2 Access to Transit Study Report, due at the end of 2015. 

Today’s briefing by Transit staff will summarize the contents of the July 2015 Report.  This is an opportunity for RTC members to provide additional input on the Access to Transit Study.  Although the Phase 2 Report deadline is approaching, the RTC is expected to have another opportunity for input:  The September 2015 RTC meeting will likely be a workshop-style meeting on the Access to Transit Study and the Long Range Plan.

A background presentation for today’s briefing is under development and will be emailed to RTC members when it is available.

BACKGROUND 

The two-phase Access to Transit Study is a requirement of Ordinance 17641, approving the 2013 update of the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021. Milestones:

· In early 2014, the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) and County Council approved Motion 14089, accepting the Access to Transit Work Plan.
· In early 2015, the RTC and County Council approved Motion 14319, accepting the Access to Transit Study Phase 1 Report; the RTC amended the motion to request the July 1 Report, defined thus:

A.  A report summarizing the results of Task A.1, defining "access", including a literature review and best practices of how jurisdictions and transit agencies define access, identified in Attachment A to Motion 14089 shall be completed by July 1, 2015.
	B.  A report summarizing the results of Task A.4., compiling existing information on current access to transit habits, identified in Attachment A to Motion 14089 and a report on park and ride users shall be completed by July 1, 2015.

· On March 18, 2015, the RTC held a workshop discussion of the Access to Transit Study and the Long Range Plan.

Here is a link to the July 2015 Report:

http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2368661&GUID=9C575AB8-EB5D-4008-982E-9ADA98AD9D5F&Options=ID|&Search=2015 

The July 2015 Report includes:

Introduction (pages 5-6)

I. Access to transit – what we have heard and how we define it (pages 7-8)

II. Actions Metro is taking and planning (pages 8-16)

a. Comprehensive approach to access to transit (pages 8-10)
b. Overcrowded park-and-rides (pages 11-14)
c. Incomplete walk and bike connections (pages 14-15)
d. Phase 2 Report (pages 15-16)

III. Supporting data and research (pages 17-39)

a. How other agencies address access (pages 17-20)
b. Emerging metrics to assess transit access (pages 20-24)
c. How people get to transit in King County (pages 25-39)

Appendix A – Access to Transit Resources
Appendix B – Sound Transit License Plate Surveys
Appendix C – Motion 14319


Task A.1 – Definition of Access to Transit

Responding to the RTC’s first request, Transit staff suggests the following definition of “Access to Transit”[footnoteRef:1]: [1: The first sentence of this definition is taken from page 7 of the Report and the remainder is taken from page 8 of the Report. ] 


Access to transit means how people get to transit service and how they get from transit service to their final destinations.

Access to transit can be broken down into four aspects:
· The quality and ease of the connection, including the infrastructure, amenities and
technology that the rider uses to connect to transit service
· The mode the rider uses to connect to transit service, such as walking, biking and driving
· The environment where the access point is located, including land use and the street and sidewalk network
· The type of service the rider wants to connect to

Information on other jurisdictions’ definitions is included on pages 17-20 of the Report.

RTC member comments on this definition of Access to Transit will be very helpful.

Task A4 – Access to Transit Habits and Park and Ride Users

Responding to the RTC’s second request, much of the July 2015 Report provides information on current Access to Transit habits and park-and-ride users.

Section II.b, Overcrowded park-and-rides, is on pages 11-14 of the Report.  Section III.c, How People Get to Transit in King County, is on pages 25-39, including access habits data and additional park-and-ride information.

Actions Metro is Taking and Planning

Part II of this Report provides more information on specific steps that Metro is taking to address Access to Transit. Today’s briefing is an opportunity for RTC members to provide insight on these efforts and to address these core questions:

· Are we on the right track?

· Is there policy direction for defining and improving access? 

Part II includes four subsections:

a. Comprehensive approach to access to transit (pages 8-10)

The first section of Part II describes planning activities and measures that are under way, ranging from data collection related to the Long Range Plan to the PSRC Transit Access Working Group’s regional transit access assessment and the work of the Service Guidelines Task Force.

b. Overcrowded park-and-rides (pages 11-14)

The second section discusses multi-agency approaches to park-and-ride capacity issues, a Metro parking management program, and potential partnerships with other agencies, jurisdictions, and private firms. 

c. Incomplete walk and bike connections (pages 14-15)

This section considers the gaps in pedestrian and bicycle access to transit facilities identifies tools for 

d. Phase 2 Report (pages 15-16)

The final section of Part II loops back to the Phase 2 Report tasks as they relate to the three action categories.

ATTACHMENTS

Link to the July 2015 Report (Report, Appendices, Executive’s Transmittal Letter):

http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2368661&GUID=9C575AB8-EB5D-4008-982E-9ADA98AD9D5F&Options=ID|&Search=2015 


Note:  The Transit Division Presentation will be provided separately


INVITED

1. Christina O’Claire, Strategy and Performance Manager, King County Transit Division
2. Lisa Shafer, Transportation Planner, King County Transit Division
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