The Honorable Larry Phillips
June 22, 2015
Page 2 











June 22, 2015


The Honorable Larry Phillips 
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips: 

I am pleased to transmit a motion and plan that responds to a Proviso in Council Ordinance 17941, Section 75, Proviso P2, requesting a plan establishing criteria, protocols and procedures to allocate the basic life support (“BLS”) core services reserve funding.  

The proviso states:

“Of this appropriation, $1,500,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a plan for establishing criteria, protocols and procedures to allocate the basic life support (“BLS”) core services reserve funding and a motion that approves the plan and the motion is passed by the council.  The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso’s ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion.

The plan shall include, but not be limited to:
A. The process that should be used by a BLS service provider to request funding from BLS core services reserve;
B. A standardized form to be used to request BLS core services reserve funding;
C. Identification of limits or requirements for matching funds or amounts necessary for the BLS service provider to render;
D. Approved purposes for allocating the core services reserve funding; 
E. The process and timelines for review and disposition of the request, including communication of decisions to the requesting providers;
F. Standards for ensuring equitable allocation of the funding by BLS services providers;
G. The party or parties responsible for approving a request to allocate BLS core services reserve funding; and
H. Options for addressing requests the exceed BLS core services reserve funding levels.
The executive must file a plan and motion requested by this proviso by June 30, 2015, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, council chief of staff, the lead staff for the budget and fiscal management committee or its successor.”

This proviso response presents a Plan that addresses how BLS Core Services funding can be used, along with the process and requirements for requesting, approving and receiving funds.  
This Plan was developed collaboratively by the BLS Working Group, which consists of a broad range of providers representing the different needs of agencies across the region.  Confronted with a tight time frame, the Working Group met twice in early 2015 and created a proposal, structured on equity and fairness, that has been endorsed by BLS partners throughout the King County regional EMS system.  

Supporting BLS agencies with this core services program furthers the Medic One/EMS system’s focus on safety, health, and ensuring financial stewardship, directly aligning with the goals and strategies of the King County Strategic Plan.  Since EMS responses are distributed throughout the region based on service criteria, areas with economic challenges are provided the same level of service as areas with economic prosperity.  This ensures access to health and human services and furthers King County’s Equity and Social Justice Program.  

It is estimated that the BLS Core Services Plan required 25 staff hours to produced, costing approximately $1,250.  There are no printing costs associated with this report.

Thank you for your consideration of the BLS Core Services funding proposal.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jim Fogarty, Emergency Medical Services Division Director, at 206-263-8579.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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