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SUBJECT

The Use of Restorative Justice Programs in the Big Pictures Schools of the Highline School District.

SUMMARY

The committee will be briefed on the use of restorative justice techniques at the Big Pictures School. At this Highline School District school, “Restorative Justice” techniques/process are being used to improve school performance and decrease the use of suspensions/expulsions along with creating an environment for youth to reflect on their behavior, build and mend relationships, and connect accountability to their actions.  The principal of the school is here today to brief the committee.

BACKGROUND

Highline Public Schools serves over 19,000 students Kindergarten through Grade 12 in the communities of Burien, Des Moines, Normandy Park, SeaTac, Boulevard Park, and White Center in Washington State.  The district has 39 schools, employs over 2,000 staff members, and offers a wide variety of educational opportunities from early childhood to college preparation.  According to school district materials “OUR PROMISE: Every student in Highline Public Schools is known by name, strength, and need, and graduates ready for college, career, and citizenship.”

The mission of Highline Big Picture High School is to provide highly personalized and relevant instruction in small classroom settings and to use internships and rigorous, interest-based projects to immerse students in work they are passionate about. The school reports that with this methodology students develop the skills, habits, and knowledge to succeed in higher education, overcome obstacles to their well-being, and contribute positively to their communities. This mission is implemented one student at a time within a supportive network of staff, students, parents, and community partners. 

The school reports that it has reduced suspensions by more than 70 percent in 2014.

Restorative Justice Restorative justice is a new approach to working within communities to engage all people affected by crime who are most often identified as the victim, offender, their individual support people (family and friends) and the community.  Such programs and engagement view crime not only as law breaking, but primarily as damage to individual, their property, their relationships and their communities and focus on the harm caused by crime.  
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