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The regular legislative session ended on April 24th, and the Governor called the legislature into special session on April 29th to continue work on the 2015-17 budget and a number of policy issues. The June revenue forecast was provided a month early to provide legislators information needed to finalize the budget. E-vaping policy and tax bills are still under consideration. The special session ends on May 28th, with a second special session expected.

State: Budget
This week's early revenue forecast brought good news: 2015-17 biennium revenues are estimated to grow by $309.3 million over the February forecast, a growth of 9.2% over the current 2013-15 biennium. Public Health joins partners in recommending the additional $112 million CHIP dollars be reinvested in health programs. 
	
	Budget Item
	House
	Senate

	Public Health Block Grant
	$72,772,000
	$72,772,000

	Maternity Support Services
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level

	Infectious Disease Response
	$6.034M (fed funding)
	$6.034M (fed funding)

	Youth Tobacco & E-Cigarette Prevention
	$1.4M 
	

	Dedicated Marijuana Prevention Account (DOH)
	$16.4M
	$3.8M

	Apple Health for Kids Premium Assistance
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level

	Adult Dental
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level

	Apple Health Hotline
	$180,000 + $180,000 federal match
	$180,000 + $180,000 federal match

	Family Planning and the Take Charge Family Planning Waiver
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level

	Breast, Cervical and Colon Health Program
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level
	Maintained at 2013-2015 level

	Forensic Anthropologist
	$500,000
	$500,000



State: Policy

E-vaping bills still under consideration:

· HB 1645: Concerning Youth Substance Use Prevention Associated with Tobacco and Drug Delivery E-Cigarettes and Vapor Products
Governor request legislation to regulate e-vaping products. Creates a statutory framework for the regulation of commerce in vapor products, including provisions related to: (a) licensing; (b) product safety warnings and disclosures; (c) packaging requirements; (d) Internet sales; (e) and other provisions intended to prevent minors from having access to vapor products. Creates licensing requirements for vapor products distributors and retailers. We remain concerned about local pre-emption in this bill.


· HB 2211: Concerning Vapor Products, E-Cigarette, and Nicotine Products Tax 
Creates a distributor and retailer license to distribute or sell vapor products in the state. Imposes a 60 percent tax on vapor products. Creates the Public Health Services Account and directs a portion of vapor products tax revenue to the account.

· HB 1458: Changing age to purchase tobacco to 19
This bill would change the legal age to purchase and possess cigarettes, tobacco products, and vapor products from 18 to 19 (original bill draft changed purchase age to 21). 

Public health bills that passed:

· ESHB 1671: Increasing Access to Opioid Antagonists to Prevent Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths 
This bill would increase access to drugs that reverse opioid overdoses, allowing those who are likely to be in a position to assist a person at risk of overdose to have the drug. Authorizes prescribing, dispensing, distributing, and delivering opioid overdose medications to a person at risk of experiencing a drug overdose, as well as to a first responder, family member, or other person in a position to assist a person at risk. Requires a pharmacist dispensing an opioid overdose medication to provide instructions on the proper response to an overdose. Permits any person or entity to possess, store, deliver, distribute, and administer opioid overdose medications with a practitioner's prescription or order. The Governor signed the bill into law on May 8th. 

· ESSB 5083: Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
This bill establishes requirements that increase awareness of sudden cardiac arrest, including requiring schools to hold informational meetings to review information about sudden cardiac arrest and requires the Washington Interscholastic Activities Association to work with other organizations including the University of Washington Medicine Center for Sports Cardiology to prepare a pamphlet with information about sudden cardiac arrest. The Governor signed the bill on April 17th.

· SSB 5175: Telemedicine 
Recognizes application of telemedicine as a reimbursable service by which an individual receives medical services from a health care provider without in-person contact. Health insurance carriers, including health plans offered to state employees and Medicaid managed care plan enrollees, must reimburse a provider for a health care service delivered through telemedicine or store and forward technology if: the plan provides coverage of the health care service when provided in person; the health care service is medically necessary; and the health care service is a service recognized as an essential health benefit under the ACA. The Governor signed the bill on April 17th.

Public health bills that died:

· HB 1545: Public Health Nurse Dispensing bill
This bill would allow public health nurses to dispense certain high-yield, low-risk medications. 

· SB 5656: Distracted Driving
This bill makes it a traffic infraction while driving to hold, read from, or manually enter information into a personal wireless communications device (includes vehicles temporarily stopped at a traffic light or stop sign). Drivers operating an emergency vehicle or contacting emergency services are exempt. 
 
· HB 1295 / SB 5437: Breakfast After the Bell (BAB)
This bill requires that high-needs schools (70% free/reduced lunch) offer school breakfast after the beginning of the school day beginning in the 2016-17 school year. Requires the state to provide start-up grants of $6,000 to each school implementing a BAB program—82 schools in King County would be affected.  
