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February 27, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit a copy of the updated Emergency Support Function (ESF) 10 - Hazardous Materials Plan, one of three delivables requested by Motion 14155, passed by the King County Council on June 23, 2014.
Over the past two years, the exponential growth of crude oil transport by rail through King County has become an increasing concern for community leaders, emergency professionals and the people of our region. The type of crude oil originating from the so-called “Bakken formation” of northern US and southern Canada is significantly more volatile than other domestically produced crude. Numerous accidents across North America, including the deadly catastrophe at Lac-Mégantic, Quebec and the derailment of an oil train in the Magnolia neighborhood, have brought the issue to the forefront of public policy in our region and across the nation.

The attached Emergency Support Function (ESF) 10 - Hazardous Materials Plan is an annex to the King County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).  Motion 14155 directs the King County Office of Emergency Management (KCOEM) to amend the CEMP to specifically address the risks posed by the increased transport of petroleum by rail, and to deliver this annex to the Council by March 1, 2015. The CEMP establishes policies and procedures for how King County government will operate in the event of a hazardous materials incident. It also supports a coordinated response when multiple jurisdictions are involved. This update supports the King County Strategic Plan goals of Justice and Safety by promoting safe communities.  
Motion 14155 also directed KCOEM to prepare a needs assessment “to assess the County's capability and resources available to respond to an oil train fire.” I transmitted the Volatile Crude Oil Transport in King County Needs Assessment Report to you in November. The Assessment Report examines the status of our region’s collective ability to prevent, respond to and recover from a major oil train accident through the lens of a series of “core capabilities” including community resilience, health and safety, infrastructure systems, operational coordination, planning efforts and more.  The annex being transmitted today should be considered in tandem with The Volatile Crude Oil Transport in King County Needs Assessment Report.  
Motion 14155 also directed KCOEM to explore coordinating emergency preparedness training activities with federal, state, and local agencies, as well as rail companies operating in King County. In early August 2014, the County convened an oil train derailment exercise at our Regional Emergency Coordination Center and used the results to inform the needs assessment and this annex. A second exercise is scheduled for June 2015. In December 2014, regional partners participated in specialized training with Amtrak. Follow-up hazardous materials training with Burlington Northern Santa Fe is tentatively scheduled for late summer 2015. 
I hope you find the Emergency Support Function (ESF) 10 - Hazardous Materials Plan informative and useful as we all seek to build a more resilient King County. 
It is estimated that preparation of this report required 10 hours of staff time to produce, costing $600. 

If you have any questions, please contact Walt Hubbard, Director, Office of Emergency Management, at 206-205-4060. 

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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